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CAMPAIGNERS  and 
lawyers  representing 
the  fiunily  of  mur- 1 
dered  black  teenager 
Stephen  Lawrence  vowed  to 
continue  with  inquiries  into 
his  death  after  the  case 
against  three  men  accused  of 
his  killing  collapsed  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey  yesterday. 

There  were  emotional 
scenes  at  the  court  following  ■ 
the  family’s  decision  to  drop 
their  private  prosecution  of 
the  men  after-Mr  Justice  Cur- 
tis ruled  on  Wednesday  that , 
vital  eyewitness  evidence  was 
inadmissible. 

Michael  Mansfield  QC,  pros- 
ecuting, told  the  court  that  i 
without  the  evidence  there 
was  "no  reliable  basis"  for 
any  jury  to  convict  the  men. 
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Gary  Dobson:  a knife  was 
found  at  girlfriend’s  home 


Neil  Acourt:  shown  to  be  an  Luke  Knight:  also  caught 
extreme  racist  in  video  film  on  secret  police  camera 


Shortly  afterwards,  Mr  Jus- 
tice Curtis  instructed  the  jury 
foreman  to  formally  acquit 
Neil  Acourt,  aged  20,  Luke 
Knight,  aged  18,  and  Gary 
Dobson,  aged  20.  They  had  de- 
nied that  they,  with  others, 
murdered  Mr  Lawrence;  who 
was  stabbed  to  death  at  a bus 
stop  in  Eltham,  southeast 
London,  in  April  1993. 

The  court  had  been  told 


that  Mr  Lawrence,  aged  18, 
was  murdered  by  a mob  of  up' 
to  six  white  youths  solely  be- 
cause he  was  black. 

Imran  Khan,  the  Lawrence 
family's  solicitor,  said  after 
the  acquittals:  "Because  not 
guilty  verdicts  were  entered, 
we  can  not  proceed  against 
[the  three  men]  ever  again. 

“The  police  have  stated  the 
Inquiry  continues,  and  if  any  ! 


further  evidence  comes  to 
light,  we  will  follow  that  up. 
The  likelihood  is  we  would 
proceed  with  another  private 
prosecution  against  anybody 
else  who  it  was  suggested  was 
responsible  for  the  murder." 

The  family  were  saved  from 
financial  ruin  after  the  judge 
ruled  that  prosecution  costs; 
thought  to  be  around  £100,000, 
should  be  met  from  central 


funds.,  Mr  Lawrence's 
parents,' 'Neville  and  Doreen, 
had  raised  around  £70,000 
through  donations  to  bring 
the  private  murder  prosecu- 
tion, the  fourth  in  130  years, 
after  the  Crown  Prosecution 
Service  dropped  proceedings 
against  two  white  men  in 
July  1993,  saying  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to  se- 
cure a conviction. 

Neville  Lawrence  said  yes- 
terday: “I  believe  in  fairness. 

I don't  think  what  happened 
today  is  fair  at  alL"  His  wife 
was  too  distressed  to  attend 
court 

Mr  Khan  said  the  family 
were  “extremely  disap- , 
pointed"  that  the  judge  bad 
ruled  out  vital  evidence  from 
a witness  who  claimed  to 
have  seen  the  defendants  take 
part  in  Mr  Lawrence's  mur- 
der. "We  would  have  hoped' 
the  identification  evidence 
could  be  put  before  the  jury — 
something  that  happens  in  al- 
most every  other  case.  It  is 
■rare  for  a judge  to  make  the 
decision  but  he  did.” 

Defence  and  prosecution 
counsel  had  spent  almost 
seven  days  locked  in  legal  ar- 
tuxntopage  2,  column  3 


THE  Government 
was  thrown  into 
fresh  chaos  last 
night  after  its 
hopes  of  a vote- 
winning Budget 
were  threatened  by  a Court  of 
Appeal  ruling  that  could  cost 
the  Treasury  up  to  £5  billion 
in  back  tax. 

The  judgment  also  added  to 
the  furore  over  the  impact  of 
European  law,  further  anger- 
ing Euroscepti  a MPs. 

In  the  wake  of  this  week's 
climbdown  over  beef  and  the 
rebellion  on  the  divorce  bill, 
the  new  Mow  to  the  Govern- 
ment added  to  backbench 
gloom  about  the  Conservative 
party's  chances  of  clawing 
back  Labour’s  huge  lead  in 
the  opinion  polls. 

The  Treasury  said  it  would 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords 
against  yesterday's  ruling  by 
-two-eenihcjpdges  that  a Cus- 
toms provision  which  has 
been  in  force  since  VAT  was 
introduced  in  1973  is  wrong  in 
its  treatment  of  interest-free 
credit  deals.  As  a result  shops 
which  have  had  to  pay  excess 
VAT  for  23  years  can  now 
apply  for  repayments. 

Customs  and  Excise  offi- 
cials were  working  through 
the  night  to  analyse  the  frill 
cost  to  the  public  purse  of  the 
judgment.  A spokeswoman 
said  it  was  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  to  pay  back, 
but  counsel  for  Customs  ad- 
mitted during  the  appeal 
hearing  the  sum  would  run  to 
billions  of  pounds. 

Hugh  Mainprice.  the  solici- 
tor who  acted  for  the  vjetori- 
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ous  retailer,  Kingsway  Furni- 
ture Group,  said  his  client 
was  due  £10  million  including 
interest  "Just  think  of  all  the 
interest-free  credit  over  the 
years.  Including  interest  go- 
ing hack  all  that  time  it  must 
be  £5.  billion." 

In  the  past  five  years  alone 
shops  have  provided  free 
credit  worth  more  than  £3 
billion  on  ftamiture.  electrical 
goods  and  similar  products, 
according  to  the  Retail  Con- 
sortium, which  said  that  one 
in  six  credit  deals  had 
charged  no  interest  Similar 
deals  oh  car  purchases  could 
easily  double  that  sum. 

The  case,  decided  on  Euro- 
pean law,  infuriated  Conser- 
vative Eurosceptics,  who  said 
it  could  cost  the  Government 
the  election. 

Peter  Jenkins,  a VAT 
specialist  with  accountants 
Ernst  & Young,  said:  “My 
understanding  is  that  the  case 
was  decided  on  a European 
directive.  That  makes  it  very 


difficult  for  Customs  & Excise 
to  appeal.  It  looks  us  if  they 
have  lost  fair  and  square.” 

David  Heathcoat-Amory. 
the  Paymaster  General,  said 
last  night  the  £3  billion  figure 
was  “wildly  exaggerated  and 
has  no  basis  in  any  calcula- 
tion by  Customs  or  Treasury". 

Bill  Cash,  a leading  Conser- 
vative backbench  Euro-scep- 
tic, said:  "if  it  does  mean  a 
multi-billion  pound  payback, 
the  impact  on  uur  Budget 
combined  with  the  potentially 
devastating  blow  if  the  Euro- 
pean Union  wlnn  a massive 
slaughter  policy  would  be  a 
substantial  setback  to  our 
chances  of  winning  the  elec- 
tion with  tax  cuts.”  He  added: 
"We  need  a complete  evalua- 
tion of  the  impact  of  Euro- 
pean policies  on  British  sov- 
ereignty. government  and 
commerce." 

Gordon  Brown,  the  Shadow 
Chancellor,  said:  “This  is  an- 
other example  of  Government 
incompetence." 

Last  night,  the  Treasury 
said  it  could  not  give  a figure 
for  the  potential  cost  to  the 
Government's  finances, 
which  have  already  been  hit 
by  the  slowdown  in  the  econo- 
my. In  the  financial  year  that 
j ended  in  March,  the  Public 
Sector  Borrowing  Require- 
ment was  £32  billion,  almost 
50  per  cent  higher  than  origi- 
nally estimated,  reducing 
chances  of  a huge  tax  give- 
away in  the  Budget 

Yesterday’s  decision,  the 
latest  and  biggest  in  a series 
of  reverses  for  Customs,  could 
be  followed  by  even  more 
serious  rulings.  One  pending 
case  concerning  VAT  on  com- 
pany cars  could  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment between  £15  billion 
and  £25  billion. 


Magistrate’s 
rough  justice 
laid  before 
the  Queen 


Owen  Bowcott 


Nostalgia  will  get  us 
all  in  the  end.  The 


MPs  threaten  to  mangle  divorce  bill 


Patrick  Wbftour,  Chief 
political  Correspondent 


A REELING  Conservative 
leadership  was  yester- 
day under  pressure 


^Oday  under  -pressure 
from  senior  backbenchers  to 
scrap  the  divorce  bill,  after 
Wednesday  night’s  Commons 
defeat  Inflicted  with,  the  help 
of  four  Cabinet  ministers. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  lx«d 


Mackay,  ruled  out  shelving 
the  bill,  despite  backbench 


calls,  led  by  John  Patten,  to 
recognise  belatedly  that  the 
bill  remained  anti-fiimfly  and 
massively  unpopular  with  the 
party. 

An  unholy  alliance  of 
Labour  and  Conservative 


rightwingers,  led  by  Edward  ; 
Leigh,  are  set  to  mangle  the 
bill  still  further  in  committee,  i 
Labour  warned  that  unless 
the  Government  agrees  to  in- 1 
Ject  a new  emphasis  on  mar- , 
ringe  reantmuation  and  the  i 
needs  of  children,  ifmay  vote  1 
against  the  bill’s  third  read-  ( 
tag  in  June.  It  Is  impossible  to  i 
predict  how  many  Tories  1 
would  be  reckless  enough  to  ] 
vote  against  the  entire  bill  at  I 
that  third  reading. 

In  .the  Commons,  John 
Major  accused  the  Labour 
-leader.  Tony  Blair,  of  being 
willing  to  shelve  bis  Chris- 
tian conscience  for  party  po> 
litosd  advantage.  He  said  Mr 
Blair  was  being  deliberately 
misleading  to  interpret 


Wednesday  night’s  free  vote 
as  a humiliation  for  his  gov- 
ernment The  20D-196  vote  ex- 
tended from,  one  year  to  18 
months  the  minimum  period 
before  divorce  is  granted. 

Mr  Major  said  his  entire 


party,  including  ministers, 
had  been  given  a genuinely 


had  been  given  a genuinely 
free  vote,  claiming  Mr  Blair 
and  bis  henchmen  did  not 
understand  the  parliamen- 
tary concept  of  a free  vote. 

The  Liberal  Democrats,  and 
in  private  some  Labour  MPs, 
joined  in  the  criticism  of  Mr 
Blair's  tactics  over  an  essen- 
tially liberal  piece  of  social 
legislation.  There  was  also 
same  signs  last  night  that  Mr 
Blair's  behaviour  bad  served 
to reduce  Tory  backbench  de- 


termination to  mount  farther 
rebellions. 

In  the  Commons  Mr  Blair, 
Intent  on  fostering  the  Im- 
pression of  a government  in 
advanced  stages  of  disintegra- 
tion, told  Mr  Major  tbe  bill 
had  been  about  the  Govern- 
ment's entire  ethos,  asserting 
the  vote  showed  "the  humili- 
ating state  to  which  your  au- 
thority has  been  reduced". 

Bat  Mr  Major  pointed  out 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Queen's 
Speech  last  November,  he  had 
promised  to  give  a free  vote 
on  the  two  key  personal  con- 
science issues  in  the  bill,  that 
of  removing  the  concept  of 
fault  from  divorce 'and  the 
length  of  cooling  off  periods 
beftoe  couples  could  divorce. 


"I  gave  my  word  and  have 
kept  It,”  Mr  Major  snapped. 

He  then  played  on  Mr 
Blair's  Christianity  for  the 
first  time.  'TTie  next  time  you 
talk  to  us  about  your  con- 
science, and  matters  relating 
to  church  and  conscience, 
perhaps  you  will  indicate  that 
it  doesn’t  apply  when  you  see 
political  advantage.” 

Labour  sources,  however, 
insisted  Wednesday’s  vote 
was  a legitimate  J^rget  since 
the  Cabinet  had  Initially  only 
granted  tbe  free  vote  on  the 
two  central  planks  of  the  bill 
I because  of  the  deep  Tory  div- 
isions over  fkmily  policy. 


Lumg  flieir  grip,  paga  # 


I vail  in  tbe  end.  Tbe 
Queen,  who  enjoyed  attend- 
ing juvenile  courts  as  a 
youngster,  had  her  wish  to 
return  to  the  public 
benches  granted  yesterday 
when  Maidenhead  magis- 
trates staged  a private  ses- 
sion of  judicial  theatre. 

- Whether  by  custom  or 
constitutional  imperative, 
the  monarch  does  not  attend 
hearings  where  justice  is 
being  done  in  her  name,  and 
Her  Majesty  was  apparently 
itching  to  get  a good  view  of 
the  action-  No  chance. 

The  compromise  ar- 
ranged by  Rosemary  Thom- 
son, chairwoman  of  the 
Council  of  Magistrates 
Association,  was  to  book  a 
day  at  Maidenhead  court 
with  a’  full  training  session. 

The  pretend  trials  in- 
cluded a drink-driving 
case,  death  by  dangerous 
driving  and  wife-battering. 
Lawyers,  policemen  and 
relatives  of  court  clerks 
played  the  roles. 

One  hearing  re-enacted  a 
real  case  in  which  a youth 
had  stolen  a royal  coat  of 
arms.  Her  Majesty,  repor- 
tedly, zoos  amused. 


Prague  Writers’ 
Festival  1996 


This  year  the  Prague  Writers'  Festival  directed 
by  Michael  March,  .will  once  again  showcase 
a selection  of  fine  authors  from  around  the 
world.  Meet  them  at  the  Viola  Theatre.  Narodni  7, 
(nearest  metro  Narodni)  from  May  9-11. 

For  more  details  call:  44  171  7134133 


Thursday  May  9 

Syiva  Fischerova  - Czech  Republic 
Andrzej  Sosnowski  - Poland 
Evelyn  Schlag  - Austria 
Nuno  Judice  - Portugal 


Friday  May  10 

Paul  Ourcan  - Ireland 
John  F.  Deane  - Ireland 
James  Kelman  - Scotland 
R.S,  Thomas  - Wales 
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Arts  4/B;  Book*  9/13; 
Radio  16; TV  IB 
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Saturday  May  1 1 

Ewald  Murrer  - Czech  Republic 
Jim  Barnes  - USA 
Abdullah  af-Udhari  - Yemen 
Natan  Zacb  - Israel 
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Sketch 


Divided  by  a 
common  language 


Simon  Hoggart 


IT'S  curious  that  as  the  poli- 
cies of  the  main  parties 
move  closer  — with  the  two 
sides  becoming  indistinguish- 
able, like  the  pigs  and  the  men 
at  the  end  of  Animal  Farm— 
debate  in  the  Commons  is  in- 
creasingly riotous. 

Take  home  affairs.  Jack 
Straw  hasn't  yet  called  for  cap- 
ital punishment  in  schools, 
but  he  might  any  day,  and 
Michael  Howard  will  cap  it 
with  the  return  of  the  thumb- 
screw. He  will  need  to,  since 
each  party  is  terrified  of  being 
thought  soft  on  crime. 

The  words  they  dread  hear- 
ing are  the  Home  Secretary 
declaring  on  TV;  “It  was  the 
Ubber  Party  which  voted 
aginst  public  dlsimbowelling 
for  Utter  bugs.'  You  Mnnot 
trust  Libber  on  krlnum!" 

Because  the  parties  are 
really  so  close,  they  have  to 
pretend  that  there  is  a bottom- 
less policy  chasm  between 
them.  For  instance,  yesterday 
Tony  Banks  (Lab,  Newham 
NW)  complained  that  Britain 
now  had  more  video  cameras 
spying  on  its  citizens  than  any 
other  country,  including  the 
old  Eastern  Europe.  This  was 
a condemnation  of  17  years  of 
Tory  rule,  etc  etc. 

Mr  Howard  plunged  into  an 
effluvium  of  outrage.  “Thire 
spikks  the  true  voice  of  the 
Ubber  Party! " he  yelled. 
"Antediluvian  views  while 
Kinnsivattives  trying  to 
reduce  krimm ...  you  kinnot 
trust  Libber  an  krime!”  (He 
says  that  a lot) 

David  Evans  (C,  Welwyn)  is 
the  boor  who,  misguidedly, 
thinks  of  himself  as  a much- 
loved  national  figure,  the  em- 
bodiment of  the  common  man. 
He  is  really  the  embodiment  of 
a peevish  pig.  He  demanded 
identity  cards  to  stop  illegal 
immigrants  from  drawing 
benefit 

*'Bu’  if  tha’  lo’oppasi’e. . .” 
(Mr  Evans  doesn't  just  have 
glottal  stops;  he  has  glottal  sei- 
zures) . . ever  get  ter  pahr, 
inflation  will  be  26  poin’  nine 


again  and  tax  will  soon  be 
tdney-eigh' per  cen',  and  well 
need  ID’S  not  jus'  ter  show 
who’s  got  the  right'  ter  be  'ere, 
but  ter  show  the  guards  to  get 
art  of'erel"  A few  Tories 
cheered  wanly;  Mr  Evans's 
rant  is  a wasting  asset 

Austin  Mitchell  {tab, 
Grimsby)  said  that  robbery 
had  increased  484  per  cent 
since  the  Conservatives  came 
to  office.  David  Maclean,  a 
Home  Office  minister,  blamed 
Tony  Blair.  (Mr  Blair  once 
drew  a distinction  between 
poverty-stricken  mothers 
shoplifting  for  food,  and  orga- 
nised gangs.  This  was  not 
thought  tough  on  krimm.) 

It  was  too  much  for  Mr 
Banks.  ‘They’re  all  barking 
mad!”  he  shouted,  and:  “Hang 
him!"  (Mr  Banks  is  tough  on 
Conservatism,  tough  on  the 
causes  of  Conservatism.) 

By  now  half  the  House  , 
seemed  to  be  shouting  dement- 
edly  at  the  other  half.  But 
there  was  something  missing. 
We  had  not  heard  from  Ann 
Widdecombe,  the  Home  Office 
minister  popularly  known  as 
Doris  Karloff  or  Bella  Lugosi, 
or  Glad  the  Impaler.  She 
spoke  on  prisons,  after  Liz 
Lynne  (Lib  Dem,  Rochdale) 
had  asked  why  denizens  of  a 
local  Group  4-run  prison  kept 
climbing  over  the  wall  into 
her  constituency. 

‘‘She  is  insulting  the  prison 
staff.”  she  yelled.  "It  is  time 
she  looked  at  their  achieve- 
ments!" After  ail,  in  a near- 
empty  prison,  there  are  few 
left  to  applaud  them. 

Mr  Howard  wrapped  up 
with  his  tough  new  sentencing 
policy,  which  he  contrasted 
with  Tony  Blair.  “The  Ladder 
of  the  Opposition  his  been  go- 
ing up  and  down,  the  kintry 
making  speeches  which 
excuse  shoplifting.  He  will  go 
down  in  hist'ry  as  the  Pilfer- 
er’s Friend!” 

One  wonders  how  hist’ry 
will  describe  It  “Mr  Tony 
Biair  (b.  1953)  was  usually 
known  as  The  Pilferer’s 
Friend’.  The  violent  crime 
wave  which  engulfed  Britain 
in  the  1990s  was  blamed  on  his 
view  that  there  were  worse 
crimes  than  nicking  a few 
Rolos  for  your  kid. . 

“String  'email  up,”  said  Mr 
Banks,  of  nobody  specific. 

Later  Douglas  Hogg  made  a 
remarkably  calm  and  placid 
statement  The  theory  here  is 
that  they’ve  been  mixing  Pro- 
zac into  the  mashed  sheep 
brains  in  his  feed. 


First  night 


Fascism  echoes 
patrician  culture 


Michael  Billington 


The  Denigrated  Mounter 

Cottesfoe 


1 A f ALLACE  SHAWN’S 
\I 1#  new  play,  the  Desig- 
V V nated  Mourner,  is  a 
minimalist  work  not  unlike 
My  Dinner  with  Andre;  no 
action,  no  instant  narrative, 
just  talk.  Yet  it  is  an  extraordi- 
nary and  haunting  piece  about 
the  nature  of  America,  in  par- 
ticuku-about  the  contest  be- 
tween an  isolated  patrician 
culture  and  an  answering 
spiritual  fascism. 

We  are  greeted  at  the  Cottes- 
loe.  in  David  Hare’s  produc- 
tion, by  a long  trestle  table 
laden  with  books.  Behind  the 
table  sit  three  characters  who 
address  us  and  occasionally 
each  other.  Jack  is  a college 
graduate  who  has  always 
feigned  an  interest  in 
Rembrandt  and  poetry  but 
who  is  plagued  by  his  own 
insecure  sense  of  identity. 

Alongside  him  sit  his  wife, 
Judy,  and  his  famous  father- 
in-law.  Howard,  who  have 
always  moved  effortlessly 
through  the  rarefied  world  of 
literature,  the  arts  and  the 
finer  products  of  Western 
civilisation. 

Jack  seems  to  conjure  up 
the  memory  of  the  other  two 
and  it  gradually  emerges  that 
he  is  the  designated  mourner 
at  the  death  of  their  particular 
world.  We  realise  that  the 
despised  underclass — what  a 
sociologist  once  called  the  “ad- 
mass" — has  revolted  against 
the  elitist  values  of  its  privi- 
leged superiors.  Howard, 

Judy  and  their  kind  have  been 
imprisoned,  blood  has  flowed 
in  engulfing  rivers,  people 
have  been  executed.  Shawn, 


in  feet,  envisions  an  apocalyp- 
tic world  which  has  seen  what 
Jack  calls  “the  disembowell- 
ing of  the  o ver-bo  welled 

What  is  remarkable  about 
Shawn’s  play —or  series  of 
intercut  monologues — is  its 
evenness  of  tone  and  sense  of 
historical  determinism. 
Shawn  recognises  the  value  of 
high  culture  yet  condemns 
those  who  bug  it  to  themselves 
as  if  it  were  their  own.  He  also 
understands  the  deprivation 
of  those  who  are  locked  out  of 
the  secret  garden,  yet  bewails 
the  descent  into  barbarism  of 
a society  where  “everyone  on 
earth  who  could  read  John 
Dunne  was  dead”. 

Shawn  denies  us  many  of 
the  conventional  satisfactions 
of  drama  but  what  be  has  to 
say  is  crucial:  that  we  live  in  a 
world  that  preserves  high  cul- 
ture for  the  few,  that  is  leading 
to  a domblng-down  of  the 
mind  and  coarsening  of  the 
spirit  and  that  is  poised  on  the 
brink  of  a return  to  the  dark 

ages.  His  prime  target  is 

clearly  America  with  its  cre- 
ative of  protected  oases  of  cul- 
tures in  a desert  of  rank  com- 
mercialism. But  almost 
everything  he  says  is  relevant 
to  modern  Britain. 

It  is  a demanding  play  but 
attention  Is  held  by  the  fine 
acting  of  Mike  Nichols  as 
Jack,  breaking  down  into  tear- 
sodden  regret  for  what  is  lost; 
by  Miranda  Richardson  as  his 
wife  cocooned  In  her  own 
world  of  finer  feelings;  and  by 
David  de  Keyser  as  the  fether- 
in-law  who  represents  the  in- 
sulated smugness  of  the  poetic 
sensibility.  Shawn  has  written 
an  unnerving  tract  for  our 
times  that  equates  spiritual 
and  political  fascism. 

This  review  appeared  in 
later  editions  yesterday. 


Road  tax  scams  peak 


Dawtd  Hendw 
Westminster  Correspondent 


CUTS  in  staff  cuts  at  the 
Driver  and  Vehicle  Li- 
censing Agency  in  Swansea 
are  making  it  easier  for  car 
owners  to  evade  the  £140-a- 
year  road  tax,  MPs  have  been 
told  by  the  Department  of 
Transport 

Non-payment  has  reached  a 
record  £163  million  a year  and 
the  agency  is  falling  to  meet 


its  own  target  of  recovering 
£70  million  a year  from  evad- 
ers. The  figures  were  released 
following  a National  Audit 
Office  report  into  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  agency  in  pursu- 
ing evaders. 

Some  88,000  people  who 
should  have  been  prosecuted 
were  let  off  by  the  agency  be- 
cause it  failed  to  serve  notices 
on  time,  missed  the  court 
prosecution  dates,  or  the  of- 
fenders had  gone  bust  fore 


the  DVLA  could  act 


l 
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More  attacks  expected  before  Ulster  elections  □ Second  failure  for  impaired  mainland  ope 


Bridge  bomb  IRA 


Duncan  Campbell, 

Richard  Norton-Taylorand 
DavM  Shamck  In  Dubfbi 


THE  IRA  stepped  up 
its  bombing  cam- 
paign in  England 
with  a device  con- 
taining the  most 
powerful  explosives  ever  used 
in  a mainland  bomb.  Security 
sources  said  last  night  that 
other  bombs  aimed  at  the 
transport  infrastructure 
could  be  expected  before  the 
elections  in  Northern  Ireland 
next  month. 

Hie  bomb  placed  under 
Hammersmith  Bridge  in  west 
London  on  Wednesday  night 
would  have  caused  massive 
damage  and  disruption  but 
failed  to  detonate  properly. 
No  one  was  injured  in  the 
explosion. 

The  quantity  of  explosives 
Indicates  that  the  IRA  is  still 


seeking  a "spectacular"  be- 
fore the  elections  in  Northern 
Ireland  on  May  30.  Previously 
it  had  appeared  that  it  merely 
wanted  to  cause  minor  dis- 
ruption to  show  that  it  was 
active,  without  derailing  the 
peace  process. 

The  device  planted  under 
the  south  side  of  the  bridge 
contained  301b  of  high  explo- 
sive, understood  to  be  Sena- 
tes, which  was  to  have  been 
detonated  by  two  blasts.  A 
spokeswoman  for  Scotland 
Yard  said  it  highlighted  the 
need  for  the  public  to  remain 
vigilant 

"These  devices  would  have 
caused  a very  large  explosion 
and  there’s  no  doubt  that  they 
were  made  to  kin,  cause  in- 
jury and  major  structural 
damage  to  Hammersmith 
Bridge  as  well  as  enormous 
disruption  to  London  and  its 
community.”. 

The  explosions  followed 


Hammersmith  Bridge,  west  London,  where  301b  of  Semtex  failed  to  explode 


two  coded  telephone  warn- 
ings, the  first  at  10.22pm.  The 
area  was  cordoned  off  and 
there  were  two  small 
explosions  at  10.50pm.  The  de- 
vice was  hidden  in  two  con- 
tainers the  size  of  a briefcase. 

The  detonators  did  not  ig- 
nite file  explosives.  This  is 
the  second  time  a large  IRA 


bomb  has  malfunctioned,  the 

first  being  when  IRA  man  Ed 
O'Brien  was  blown  up  on  the 
171  bus  at  the  Aldwych  on 
February  18.  . 

The  double  failure  Is  taken 
to  indicate  that  the  IRA’s 
bomb-making  operation  on 
the  mainland  Is  impaired. 
There  is  no  evidence,  as  has 


been  suggested  In  the  past, 
that  the  operation  was  delib- 
erately sabotaged. 

The  bomb  was  placed  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  Easter  Ris- 
ing in  Dublin  on  April  24 1916. 

Security  sources  said  yes- 
terday they  expected  further 
attacks  on  a variety  of  targets 
to  apply  pressure  on  the  Gov- 


ernment. They  speculated 
, that  the  Aldwych  incident. 
I -and  the  discovery  of  docu- 
ments and  bomb-making 
equipment  at  O'Brien’s  flat, 
may  have  forced  the  IRA  to 
use  less  experienced  activists. 

In  Dublin,  ail  parties  con- 
demned the  bomb  as  unhelp- 
ful to  the  peace  process. 
David  Adams,  of  the  Ulster 
Democratic  Party,  the  loyalist 
group  which  has  strong  links 
with  the  paramilitary  Ulster 
Defence  Association,  did  not, 

however,  believe  that  it 
would  jeopardise  the  loyalist 
ceasefire.  , . , . 

The  IRA  is  believed  to  hold 
about  two  tonnes  of  Semtex. 
Given  that  the  average  IRA 
bomb  requires  only  a few 
pounds  to  prime  the  much 
larger  quantities  of  home- 
made explosives,  the  IRA  may 
be  demonstrating  it  has  the 
resources  for  a long  campaign 
if  necessary. 


John  Palmer  In  Brussels 
Dnwtd  Palrlmll,  and 
Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 


THE  first  outlines  of  a 
United  States  exit-plan 
for  its  forces  in  Bosnia 
are  emerging,  with  a Euro- 
pean-led operation  remaining 
in  the  former  Yugoslav  repub- 
lic but  US  backup  ready  to 
come  to  the  rescue  if 


necessary. 

Under  a proposal  now  being 
circulated,  US  rapid  reaction 
forces/would  be  based  in  Hun- 
gary, and  US  air  power  would 
be  available  to  any  Nato 
forces  staying  in  Bosnia  after 
the  alliance’s  peace-imple- 
mentation mandate  runs  out 
at  the  end  of  this  year. 

Although  the  Nato  allies 
remain  publicly  committed  to 
an  “in  together,  stay  together, 
out  together"  formula,  with 
the  pull-out  set  for  December, 
no  one  believes  the  process  of  | 
political  and  economic  recon- 
struction can  be  completed  by 
then. 

But  any  follow-on  operation 
must  reconcile  the  contradic- 
tory demands  of  the  US  Con- 
gress, which  wants  its  boys 
home  on  time,  and  of  the 
Europeans  — notably  the 
British  government  — who 
insist  that  US  ground  forces 
must  continue  to  be  Involved. 

The  Hungarian  option  — 
whereby  US  forces  which  ar- 
rived from  bases  in  Germany 
withdraw,  but  only  Just 
across  the  border  from  north- 
ern Bosnia  — is  being  ex- 
plored in  Brussels  as  a poss- 
ible way  out  of  the  bind. 

’There  is  a growing  consen- 
sus that  tiie  international 
community  cannot  simply 
pack  up  Its  bags  and  quit  Bos- 
nia at  the  end  of  the  year,  said 
Nato  diplomat  attending 


US  soldiers  patrol  Caparde,  near  Tuzla,  stopping  Bosnian  Muslims  from  entering  a Serb-held  area  to  visit  their  former  homes  photograph:  vacxm  ghirda 


this  week’s  meetings  of  the 
military  committee.  “There 
will  be  an  ongoing  need  for 
peacekeeping  troops  for  some 
further  time.” 

In  Whitehall  yesterday,  offi- 
cials were  not  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss the  Hungarian  plan,  ex- 
cept to  dismiss  it  as 
“speculation”.  Ministers 
remain  publicly  committed  to 
withdrawing  the  present  Nato 
force  by  December  20,  the 
deadline  set  by  last  year’s 
Dayton  peace  agreement 
But  the  Defence  Secretary, 


Michael  Portillo,  has  pri- 
vately indicated  that  British 
troops  would  not  remain  un- 
less US  ground  forces  were 
also  involved.  The  19,000  US 
troops  are  expected  to  be 
home  within  a month  of  the 
December  20  deadline. 

Yet  British  military  sources 
also  acknowledge  that  the 
large  US  division  based  in 
Tuzla,  northern  Bosnia,  has 
not  been  as  active  as  ex- 
pected, given  its  central  polit- 
ical importance. 

Constrained  by  instruc- 


tions from  Washington  to 
avoid  expanding  their  mis- 
sion beyond  the  mandate 
specified  by  the  Dayton  ac- 
cord or  taking  casualties  — 
particularly  in  an  election 
year  — US  troops  rarely  move 
around  in  groups  of  less  than 
four  vehicles,  for  fear  of  being 
ambushed  or  taken  hostage. 

“Saying  that  the  country 
ought  to  be  politically  unified 
before  Nato  pulls  out  is  too 
hard  a test,"  William  Perry, 
tiie  US  defence  secretary,  told 
the  New  York  Times. 


The  new  minimal  US  goal  is 
simply  to  fend  off  another 
war,  not  to  unify  Bosnia,  nor 
to  prevent  the  emergence  of  a 
Greater  Serbia,  nor  even  to 
help  enforce  international  hu- 
manitarian law  by  arresting 
suspected  war  criminals,  he 
said. 

On  the  evidence  of  tbe  last 
four  months,  Mr  Perry  added, 
real  Bosnian  unification  is 
“certainly  not  going  to  hap- 
pen by  the  time  Nato  is  ready 
to  pull  out  of  there”. 

‘‘What  would  be  the  argu- 


ment at  that  point  for  keeping 
Nato  in  longer?  I can  onl> 
think  of  one,  and  that  is  tc 
prevent  a war  from  starting 
up  again  — not  to  reunify  the 
country,"  he  said, 

"What  kind  of  a force  de 
ployment  do  we  need  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  deterrence 
for  that  not  happening?  Is  air 
power  alone  sufficient?  11 
ground  forces  have  to  supple- 
ment do  they  have  to  be  lo- 
cated in  Bosnia  or  just  a 
ready  reserve  force  on 
standby?” 


Three  cleared  as  murder  case  collapses 


continued  from  page  1 
guments  over  the  admlssabi- 
lity  of  the  evidence  erf  Dwayne 
Brooks,  aged  21,  who  was 

with  Mr  Lawrence  on  the 
night  of  the  murder. 

He  had  picked  out  Neil 
Acourt  and  Luke  Knight  in 
identity  parades,  but  told 
police  immediately  after  the 
murder  that  he  could  only  de- 
scribe the  man  who  had 
stabbed  Mr  Lawrence. 

The  judge  also  heard  that 
Mr  Brooks  allegedly  told  De- 
tective Sergeant  Christopher 
Crowley  that  tie  could  only 
remember  the  men’s  physical 
descriptions  and  hair  but  had 
not  seen  their  faces. 

Mr  Justice  Curtis  ruled 
that  Mr  Brook’s  identification 
was  not  based  on  true  recog- 
nition, was  contradictory, 
and  contaminated.  He  said: 
“Putting  one  injustice  on  top 
of  another  does  not  cure  the 
first  injustice  done  to  the 
Lawrence  family.” 

The  collapse  of  the  trial 
meant  the  jury  did  not  hear 
evidence  presented  at  a com- 
mittal hearing  last  April. 
Video  footage,  shot  by  a 
secret  police  camera  in  Dob- 
son’s fiat  in  Eftham,  showed 
the  three  defendants  were  ex- 
treme racists  accustomed  to 
brandishing  knives. 

Fibres  taken  from  Mr  Law- 
rence's hand  were  also  consis- 
tent with  fibres  taken  from  a 
jacket  belonging  to  Dobson 
and  a 10  inch  knife,  suspected 
of  being  the  murder  weapon, 
was  found  hidden  under  the 
bed  of  Dobson’s  girlfriend. 


Knives  and  racism  on  film 


Vhrak  Chaixflwy 


POLICE  officers  installed 
a secret  camera  and 
microphone  in  a ping 
socket  in  the  home  of  Gary 
Dobson,  who  was  acquitted 
yesterday  of  the  murder  of 
Stephen  Lawrence. 

Two  films,  shot  by  the 
camera  at  Mr  Dobson’s 

home  in  Kllham,  south-east 

London,  in  December  1994, 
showed  him,  his  co-defen- 
dants, Neil  Acourt  and 
Luke  Knight,  and  friends 
using  racist  Language  and 

wielding  knives  in  an  ap- 
parent practice  stabbing  of 
black  people. 

There  is  a suggestion  that 
.they  knew  they  were  being 
bugged  but  not  filmed. 

In  one  scene  in  the  films, 
which  were  shown  daring  a 
committal  hearing  last 
September,  a friend  of  Mr 
Aconrt  is  heard  saying  that 
those  who  nmrdered  Law- 
rence must  be  “laughing 
their  nuts  off”. 

Mr  Aconrt  replies: 
“They're  doing  that  mate,” 
adding:  “I  reckon  every 
nigger  should  be  chopped 
up  and  left  with  nothing 
but  f******  stumps.” 

Mr  Aconrt  also  adds: 
“Enoch  Powell,  mate,  you 
are  the  greatest.  Yon  are 
the  don  of  dons.  Get  back 
into  Parliament  and  show 


what 


those  cock  suckers 
it’s  all  about.” 

In  other  scenes,  Mr 
Acourt  and  Mr  Knight  can 
be  heard  yelling  racist 
abuse  at  black  entertainers 
while  watching  the  Royal 
Variety  Performance  on 
television  and  at  leading 
black  athletes  while  watch- 
ing the  Sports  Personality 
of  the  Year  programme. 

Throughout  the  fflwm,  all 
three  of  those  who  stood 
trial  for  Lawrence's  mur- 
der fire  off  abuse  against 
black  and  Asian  people.  Mr 
Acourt  describes  in  detail 
his  hatred  for  them,  saying 
that  if  he  were  to  kill  him- 
self he  would  first  “kill 
every  black  e***,  every  cop- 
per, every  paki”. 

Throughout  the  racist 
abuse,  Mr  Dobson  and  Mr 
Acourt  can  be  seen  walking 
around  the  house,  wielding 
a Large  kitchen  knife  and 
stabbing  furniture  with  an 
overarm  motion. 

At  other  times  they  dis- 
cuss torturing  black  and 
Asian  people  and  setting 
fire  to  them. 

Several  weapons  were 
seized  from  the  homes  of 
the  three  men,  including  a 
Gurkha  knife  and  a gun. 

The  films  were  to  have 
been  shown  to  the  jury  at 
the  private  prosecution 
brought  by  Lawrence’s 
parents. 
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The  new  Megane  is  giving  a talk  on  safery. 

Call  0800  701  702  , ^ could  be  fundamental. 
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Girlfriend  whose  elderly  parents  were  murdered  hails  ‘victory  for  love  and  truth’ 
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Transport 
green  paper 
backfires 


KaMi  Harper  slid 
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Harry  aiid  Megan  Toox*:  Treated  Jomtathoii  Jones  as  lamfly 


aa  DEVASTATING  offi- 
dal  Indictment  of  the 
state  of  Britain’s 
^^^■roads  was  withheld 
by  the  Government  last  night 
as  its  much  delayed  green 
paper  on  transport  received  a 
lukewarm  response  from  en- 
vironmental groups  and  the 
Opposition. 

The  survey  of  the  national 
road  network  says  that  13  per 
cent  of  motorways.  14  per 
I cent  of  trunk  roads,  and  21 
1 per  cent  of  principal  roads 
will  need,  major  structural 
repairs  over  the  next  four 
years.  The  Government  has 
dramatically  reduced  its 
roads  programme  and  the 
report  says  the  overall  pic- 
ture is  not  improving. 

The  survey  should  have 
been  published  yesterday  by 
the  Highways  Agency,  but 
when  government  officials 
realised  it  would  clash  with 
the  transport  statement,  they 
acted.  Press  releases  of  the 
survey  were  ready  but  were 
not  issued  because  the  sur- 
vey had  not  come  back  from 
the  printers,  a spokesman 
said. 

The  British  Road  Federa- 
tion said:  "Roads  mainte- 
nance la  becoming  a huge 
problem.  The  green  paper  is 
fttii  of  admirable  words  but 
scarce  on  new  resources.  We 
cannot  hope  to  survive  eco- 
nomically if  we  have  rotting 
and  deteriorating  roads.” 

The  green  paper  puts  less 
reliance  on  road  building  in 
the  future.  It  says  that  simply 
building  new  roads  to  keep 
pace  with  increasing  traffic 
demands  is  "not  a realistic 
option,  either  environmen- 
tally or  financially”. 

The  paper  was  criticised  for 
Its  lack  of  substance  and  fail- 
ure to  provide  a detailed  con- 
clusion to  the  Government's 
, so-called  “great  transport  de- 
bate”, while  even  the  pro- 
roads lobby  and  motoring 
groups  expressed  their 
disappointment 

The  shadow  transport  sec- 
retary, Clare  Short  said:  “It 
has  taken  more  than  18 
months  to  produce  a paper 
which  is  notable  only  for  its 
incoherence. 

"Everything  this  Govern- 
ment has  done  has  under- 
mined public  transport  Yet 
they  are  incapable  of  making 
the  connection  between  the 
failure  of  their  policies  and 
the  problems  that  Britain 
now  feces." 

The  environmental  group,  | 


man  jailed 
over  killinc 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspond  ent 


Mk  MAN  jailed  for  life  for 

#\  the  murder  of  his  ghi- 
lal  friend’s  parents  was 
m eyesterday  freed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  after  judges 
decided  his  conviction  was 

imaifa. 

His  girlfriend,  who  has  sup- 
ported him  throughout,  de- 
scribed the  decision  as  “a  vic- 
tory for  love  and  truth".  She 
immediately  repeated  her 
offer  of  a reward  of  £25fi00  tor 
information  leading  to  the 
conviction  of  her  parents’ 
killer. 

Jonathon  Jones,  aged  37. 
from  Orpington  in  Kent,  was 
freed  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
day  of  an  appeal  against  his 
conviction  for  the  murder  of 
Harry  Tooze,  aged  64,  and  Mr 
Tooze’s  wife  Megan,  aged  67. 
at  their  fennhouse  in  Mid 
Glamorgan  in  July  1993. 

He  had  been  found  guilty  at 
Newport  . crown  court  in  April 
last  year.  The  prosecution 
originally  clafmed  fruit  he 
had  killed  them  for  their 
money,  'suggesting  that  he 
would  inherit  op  to  £150,000  if 
he  wereto  marryCheryL 

Lord  Justice  Rose,  sitting 
with  Mr  Justice  Dyson  and 
Mr  Justice  Gage,  adjourned 
briefly  after,  hearing. the 
Crown  '&  submissiaB^aid  frm ; 
announced  that  Mr^bp&wasy 
free  to  go. 

"We  are  all  of  the  clear 
view  that  these  convictions 


are  ipwofo  for  reasons  which 
we  shall  give  ou  a future  occa- 
sion, "saidLord  Justice  Rose. 
"Accordingly  the  convictions 
will  be  quashed  and  the  defen- 
dant will  be  discharged.” 

As  the  decision  was  given. 
Ms  Tooze  ran  in  celebration 
to  the  dock  where  Mr  Janes 
had  been  sitting  flanked  by 
security  guards  throughout 
the  appeal  Mr  Jones  said  out- 
side the  court,  before  depart- 
ing for  a champagne  celebra- 
tion in  a hotel:  "I  am 
delighted  to  be  free.  J had 
never  given  up  hope."  He  said 
that  his  time  in  prison  had 
been  “horrendous”. 

Cheryl  Tooze,  aged  86,  who 
has  sat -in  court  throughout 
the  hearing  with  Mr  Jones’s 
father  Graham,  said:  “I  am  ■ 
absolutely  delighted,  it  has 
been  a long  fight  and  my  fight 
is  not  over  yet” 

She  added:  “My  intention  is 
to  carry  on  and  find  out  who 
killed  my  parents.  My  reward 
of  £25.000  still  stands.  It  is  a 
victory  for  love  and  truth.” 

Ms  Tooze  has  campaigned 
pnblicaJIy  for  Mr  Janes  ever 
since  be  was  arrested.  The 
case  has  become  a cause 
celebre,  and  after  the  convic- 
tion was  foe  subject  of  numer- 
ous articles  and  television' 
documentaries.  She  stayed 
with  Mr  Jones’s  family  when 
he  was  oh  trial.  The  case  split 

thp  small  rural^o^mBiaiily^ 
wbererthere  hadbeert  gossip 
that  ffoe  boyfriend”  must 
have  done  jt,  foe  Court  of  Ap- 
peal heard.' 


h<-i  ' -*v: 


Jonathon  Jones  hugs  girlfriend  Cheryl  Tooze  after  being  freed  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  yesterday  photograph:  sean  dempsey 


She  said  last  night  that  she 
had  never  had  any  doubt  of 
Mr  Jones’s  innocence  and 
would  never  have  supported 
fohn  if  she  had  believed  he 
was  hi  any  way  involved.  The 
case  raised  serious  questions 
about  the  legal  system,  she 
said.  She  intended  to  work  on 
behalf  of  other  cases  of  al- 
leged miscarriages  of  justice. 

Detective  Chief  Superinten- 
dent Phil  Jones,  head  of  South 
Wales  CIDt  sail  in  a state- - 
merit  last  night  that  the  mur- 
ders had  been  exhaustively 
investigated  and  5,000  people 
interviewed  during  foe  in- 


quiry- 4 ‘In  these  circum- 
stances, while  South  Wales 
police  will  act  swiftly  on  any 
new  evidence  which  may  be 
received  in  the  near  future, 
no  fresh  investigation  into 
facts  which  have  already  been 
examined  will  be  started."  . 

The  Court  of  Appeal -had 
been  told  by  John  Rees  QC, 
for  Mr  Jones,  there  was  no 
evidence  that  he  bad  fired  foe. 
fetal  shots.  The  shootings  had 
the  .of.  anl&cperi- 

enteti  shot  and  Mr  Jones  had 
not  touched  a firearm  singe 
he  was  a schodlboy. 

Mr  Janes  had  said  that  he 


was  in-  Orpington,  Kent,  on 
the  day  of  the  murders.  No 
scientific  evidence  linked  Mr 
Jones  to  the  killings.  He  had  a 
good  relationship  with  the 
Toozes.  who  treated  him  as 
part  of  the  family,  and  had  no 
significant  money  problems. 

Mr  Rees  said  the  trial 
judge,  Mr  Justice  Rougler, 
had  misdirected  the  jury,  who 
convicted  Mr  Jones  by  a 10-2 
majority.  After  the  trial,  in  a 
.private  letter  to  Mr  Jones’s 
lawyers,  Mr  Justice  Rougler 
had  written:  “I  am  bound  to 
record  that  the  verdict  caused 
me  some  surprise.” 


The  case  is  the  third  involv- 
ing South  Wales  police  in 
which  murder  convictions 
have  been  quashed  after  high- 
profile  campaigns  and  ap- 
peals. 

The  same  force  investigated 
the  murder  of  Lynetfe  White 
in  1988  which  led  to  the  con- 
viction of  the  three  men 
I known  as  the  Cardiff  Three, 
who  were  all  cleared  on  ap- 
peal. They  were  also  the.  in- 
vestigating force  in  the  case 
of  the  Darvell  brothers,  con- 
victed of  the  murder  of  a sex 
shop  manageress  and  also 
cleared  on  appeal. 


Main  points 

□ A new  system  of  plan- 
ning for  trunk  roads 

C Increased  powers  for 
local  authorities  to 
manage  traffic  demand 
G Tougher  control  of 
city  car  use 

□ New  initiatives  to 
promote  bus  use 

| □ National  cycling  tar- 
gets to  promote  cycling 

□ Increased  use  of  pri- 
vate finance  for  trans- 
port, particularly  the 
railways 


Friends  of  the  Earth,  strongly 
criticised  the  Government  fur 
rejecting  the  use  uf  targets  to 
cut  traffic  levels.  Executive 
director.  Charles  Secrett. 
said:  "The  use  of  forgets  lx  the 
acid  test  of  a sustainable 
transport  policy.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment falls  to  incorporate 
them  Into  Its  strafe®'  for 
transport,  there  ts  no  way  It 
I con  determine  the  mix  of  poli- 
cies needed  to  make  transport 
sustainable.” 

The  group  has  pressed  for 
targets  to  cut  traffic  growth  to 
be  adopted  through  the  Road 
Traffic  Reduction  Bill,  which 
has  been  supported  by  113 
MRs  from  all  pontes  in  an 
early  day  motion. 

RAC  public  affairs  director,' 
David  Worskett,  said:  "Only  a 
clear  vision  for  the  future  or 
transport  hacked  by  signifi- 
cant levels  of  investment  can 
address  the  country's  trans- 
port  problems. 

"This  seemingly  endless 
succession  of  reviews  is  a de- 
laying tactic  which  provides 
no  solutions  and  leaves  Brit- 
ain felling  still  fhrther  behind 
our  European  neighbours.” 

The  AA  said  it  was  "a  great 
disappointment*’  that  the 
Government  had  no  plans  to 
change  the  way  that  roads 
and  local  transport  are  paid 
for.  “The  paper  confirms  AA 
fears  of  Government  inten- 
tions to  increase  the  cost  of 
motoring,  yet  reduce  spend- 
ing on  transport  overall." 
said  policy  director  John 
Dawson. 

The  Council  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Rural  England  com- 
plained that  “any  environ- 
mental gains  from  the  green 
paper  will  be  undermined  by 
the  conspicuous  failure  to 
take  national  action  to  tackle 
rising  traffic  levels." 

t—dw  comment,  page  8 
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THE  dark  rumours 
about  him  took  on  the 
currency  of  truth  long 
ago:  Lewis  Carroll  was 
over-interested  in  young 
girls.  Now,  It  seems.,  the 
author  and  Oxford  math- 
ematician might  be  on  the 
point  of  rehabili  tattoo.  To 
some  extent^  anyway. 

Charles  Lutwidge  Dodg- 
son,  to  give  him  Iris  real 
name,  is  always  assumed  to 
have  been  fixated  on  Alice  1 
Liddell,  the.  1 0-year-old  I 
eponymous  adventurer  in 
his  Wonderland.  He  was  an 
amateur  photographer,  and 
befriended  the  Liddell  frun- 
fly  in  1856.  He  worked  at 
Christ  Church  College, 
where  Henry  Liddell, 
Alice's  father,  was  dean. ' ■ 
The  innuendo  gained  cur- 
rency from  late  Jhne  1863, 
when  Carroll  fen  put  with 
the  Idddell  fondly.  One  of 
his  nieces  later  ripped  out 
the  relevant  pages  of  bis 
diary  covering  • the 
June  27-29,  1863,  a year 
after  his  first  telling  of  the 
Wonderland  story  to  Alice. 

Those  pages  were  thought 
to  have  contained  details  of 
a confession  to  Alice’s 
parents  of  a passion  for 
her.  involving  a formal  pro-  - 
posal  of  marriage. . 

Now  Karo  line  Leach, 
researching  among  Dodg- 


UNBEATABLE 
DEALS  ON 
LATEST  GAMES 


PRIMAL  RAGE M 

FOR  SEGA  MEGADRIVE  fM 

the  mart  «*dtmg  Iwarcm-up'  PAH 

porno  m pwrc.m  skzznJoid  MaL^ 

M»  vary  snoBy  dinosaur 

opponent*  battle  to  to  ducrihl  tCBffi | 

£mm 

SONIC  & KNUCKLES 

IKnp'ra  bock  - in  more  trouble  nu.  m 
and  mnyhm  ihonwwl 


The  young  Alice  Liddell  as  photographed  by  Charles  Dodgson  (right),  alias  Lewis  Carroll 


son  .family  archives  in 
Guildford  Muniment  Room 
for  a forthcoming  screen- 
play, has  discovered  a frag- 
ment of  paper.  She  believes 
it  to  be  a summary  of  the . 
diaries’  missing  pages, 
written  by  Violet  Dodgson, 
one  of  the  nieces. 

It  seems  Carroll  may 
have  been  pursuing  not 
Alice,  but  her  older  sister.. 
At  14.  Ina  was  a mature 
woman.  Or  so  jt  seemed  to 
"be  thought  in  those  day*. 

Or  perhaps,  the  note  im- 
plies, his  target  was  the  rio- 
ters ’ governess.  Miss 
Pricket*.  > . 

The  note- reads:  “L.C. 
learns  from  Mrs  Liddell 
that  ha  is  supposed  ' to  be 

netng . thp  - rhilfh-pn  as  - a 

means  of  paying  court  to 
the  governess  — he  is  also 


supposed  [unreadable]  to 
be  courting  Ina.’’  The  un- 
readable words  are  thought 
to  be  "by  some”. 

' Mb  Leach,  in  a forthcom- 
ing article  in  the  Times  Lit- 
erary Supplement,  will 
speculate  that  Alice  was 
less  Important  in  that  way 
to  Carroll  fhnn  has  been  ac- 
cepted. _ 

But  there  are  still  doubts1 
about  CarrolL  Several  of 
his  photographs,  of  nude 
children  survive.  The 
reviewer  of  a recent  Carroll 
biography  described  one  of 
the  models  as  adopting  a 
“Playboy-ish  pose”.  Carroll 
himself  recorded  having 
taken  hundreds  of  snch  pic- 
tures, .tat. destroyed  them, 

late  in  life. 

Alice  In  Wonderland’s  ! 
ambiguous  views  on  child-  | 


hood  were  pointed  out  by  i 
the  critic  William-  Empson  ' 
as  long  ago  as  1935.  in  a 
famous  essay  in  his  book 
Some  Versions  Of  Pastoral. 

Eric  Griffiths,  a Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  author  of  The 
Printed  Voice  Of  Victorian 
Poetry,  said  yesterday: 
“That  his  writing  is  paedo- 
erotic  in  a certain  sense  is 
absolutely  true.  Ye*  surely 
the  point  is  that  the  evi-- 

dence  of  the  books  wanting 
to  preserve  the " stale  of 
being  both  an  adult  and  a 
child  is  stronger  than  any 
fragmentary  biographical 
data  could  be. 

"Paedophilia  is  not  really 
a useful  word  in  this  case. 
However  many  scraps  of 
paper  turn  up,  weH  never 
really  know.” 
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foxes  for  the  better  off,  and  rPs  high  time  Clare  — 
IbVei^vtieadstrong  Clare  — began  to  realise  this. 


There's  a great 
deal  going  on 
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Farmers 
win  right 
to  fight  EU 


Michael  White,  Paul  Brown 
and  Stephen  Bates 


FARMERS  cleared  the 
first  hurdle  In  their 
legal  battle  to  chal- 
lenge the  worldwide 
ban  on  beef  yesterday,  as  MPs 
were  told  in  the  Commons 
that  a cull  of  40,000  cattle 
most  at  risk  of  BSE  would 
only  go  ahead  if  the  European 
Union  agreed  to  plans  to  have 
the  embargo  on  beef  exports 
lifted. 

The  National  Farmers* 
Union  won  leave  to  seek  a ju- 
dicial review  in  the  High 
Court  of  Last  month's  EU  deci- 
sion to  ban  beef  exports  from 
Britain.  Mr  Justice  Turner 
said  the  National  Farmers' 
Union  had  an  “arguable  case" 
that  the  EU  ban  was  illegal 
and  ordered  the  case  should 
be  referred  to  the  European 
Court  "at  the  earliest  expedi- 
ent moment”. 

In  the  Commons,  Douglas 
Hogg,  the  Agriculture  Minis- 
ter, admitted  in  reply  to  a 
question  from  Labour  on  Brit- 
ain's announcement  of  a cull- 
ing plan,  that  his  proposals  to 
target  high  risk  cattle  — 
“amounting  to  tens  of  thou- 
sands rather  than  hundreds 
of  thousands"  — would  not  be 
essential  in  terms  of  either 
human  or  animal  health, 
given  the  improvements  in 
the  food  chain  already 
introduced. 

He  told  MPs:  “I  have  made 
it  clear  to  commissioner 
Franz  Fischler  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  only  consider 
implementing  such  a scheme 
in  the  context  of  plans  for  the 
lifting  of  the  EU  ban  on  Brit- 
ish beef” 

The  NFU's  application  was 
for  a judicial  review  of  the 
refusal  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Customs  and 
Excise  to  issue  health  certifi- 
cates for  live  animals  for  ex- 
port Since  they  were  carry- 


ing out  the  instructions  of  the 
EU,  it  is  a method  of  challeng- 
ing the  commission's  power. 

The  European  Court  Is  the 
only  forum  that  can  rule  on 
the  validity  of  the  ban.  and  if 
it  found  for  the  fanners  they 
would  be  able  to  claim  mil' 
lions  in  compensation  from 
the  commission. 

- Stuart  Isaacs  QC,  for  the 
NFU,  'told  the  judge  that  the 
effect  of  the  ban  had  been 
catastrophic. 

In  1995  the  UK  had  exported 
beef  and  beef  products  worth 
£520  million  worldwide.  As  a 
result  of  the  haw  that  trade 
had  ceased  completely,  put- 
ting at  risk  the  livelihoods  of 
more  than  25.000  agricultural 
workers,  62,000  In  meat  pro- 
cessing, 7,500  In  the  cattle 
auction  business  and  8,500  in 
the  haulage  industry. 

Mr  Hogg  is  due  to  resume 
what  he  called  ‘'negotiating 
and  persuading”  in  Luxem- 
bourg on  Monday,  amid  frus- 
tration among  MPs  that  valu- 
able time  has  been  lost 

In  Brussels,  doubts  were 
growing  last  night  about 
whether  the  slaughter  of 
40.000  additional  cattle  would 
be  enough  to  satisfy  EU  agri- 
culture ministers. 

Diplomats  from  some  mem- 
ber states  expressed  reserva- 
tions about  the  extent  of  the 
cull,  pointing  out  that  they 
had  already  slaughtered  more 
cattle  from  Britain  them- 
selves: most  notably  the 
Dutch  who  have  killed  64,000 
veal  calves  and  the  French 
who  have  also  killed  imported 
cattle. 

A commission  spokesman 
said  of  the  latest  British  pro- 
posals: “It  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction,  but  how  big  a 
step  or  how  far  it  goes  in  the 
right  direction  have  yet  to  be 
decided.” 

Officials  said  the  commis- 
sion would  not  accept  pre- 
conditions from  Britain  In 
return  for  lifting  the  ban. 


Cluster  of  CJD 
cases  in  Kent 


Alan  Watkins 


JA  N APPARENT  duster 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
^^fcdisease  has  come  to 
light  in  Kent  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday,  and  government 
scientists  are  investigating 
three  further  suspected  cases 
among  women  aged  between 
20  and  30. 

It  will  be  many  months  be- 
fore it  is  established  whether 
any  of  the  cases  involve  the 
new  strain  of  CJD  which  ap- 
pears more  closely  related  to 
bovine  spongiform  encepha- 
lopathy than  to  the  better 
known  sporadic  form  of  CJD, 
and  which  convinced  scien- 
tists that  BSE  had  probably 
crossed  into  humans. 

One  member  of  the  spongi- 
form encephalopathy  advi- 
sory committee  tSEAC)  said: 
“If  more  cases  among  young 
age  groups  are  reported  for 
the  rest  of  this  year,  we  have 
to  face  the  fact  that  BSE  some- 
how  represents  a major 
threat  to  public  health.” 

The  victims  in  the  apparent 
cluster  around  Ashford,  Kent, 
are  Graham  Brown,  aged  36,  a 
fireman  of  Ashford.  Barry 
Baker.  27.  a woodcutter  of 
High  Holden,  and  an  un- 
named Ashford  man  aged  56, 
who  may  be  a victim  of  the 
sporadic  form  of  CJD. 

Other  apparent  clusters 


have  been  reported  in  London 
and  in  Bridlington.  North 
Yorkshire.  Much  more  impor1 
tant  is  the  fall  in  the  age  pro- 
file of  CJD  sufferers.  At  least 
one  of  the  Kent  cases  Is 
thought  to  involve  the  new 
CJD  strain  — an  assessment 
based  on  the  way  the  symp- 
toms present  themselves. 

The  new  suspected  cases 
disclosed  by  the  Department 
of  Health  were  reported  be- 
tween January  1 and  April  16 
and  will  be  difficult  for  scien- 
tists to  explain. 

The  following  figures  for 
cases  this  year  were  given  to 
the  Guardian:  age  under  20. 
no  new  cases;  20  to  30,  three 
women  and  one  man,  thought 
to  Include  one  of  the  Ashford 
victims;  30  to  40,  no  new 
cases:  41  to  50,  three  women, 
one  suspected  of  having  a 
rare  variant  of  CJD, 
Gerschler-Strauss  syndrome; 
51  to  60,  one  woman;  61  and 
over,  three  women. 

• French  doctors  are  today 
questioning  the  link  between 
BSE  and  CJD.  writes  Chris 
Mihill.  They  say  they  have 
seen  a case  of  the  new  form  of 
the  illness  which  appears  to 
have  no  links  with  beef.  The 
researchers  point  out  If  other 
cases  emerge  in  European 
countries  without  BSE  in  cat- 
tle, it  will  mean  cows  are  not 
the  cause  of  the  disease  in 
humans. 


Spectator  spot . . . Adrenochrome  Semicarbazone  Sulfonate  by  artist  Damien  Hirst  will  be  bis  first  major  work  to  be  sold  at  auction  by  Christie’s,  London  photograph,  oavid  sautoe 


Journalists  at  suspended  BBC  Arabic  service  fear  for  their  lives  as  they  face  deportation 


Kathy  Evans 


ORE  than  30  Arab  jour- 
nalists who  worked  for 
the  BBC  Arabic  television 
channel  face  deportation  from 
Britain  following  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  corporation’s  news 
supply  contract  with  the 


Saudi  satellite  statical  Orbit 
The  service  was  suspended 
last  Sunday  after  it  broadcast 
an  Arabic  version  of  the  Pan- 
orama programme  Death  of  a 
Principle  on  human  rights  In 
Saudi  Arabia.  About  200  staff 
are  expected  to  lose  their  jobs. 

The  30  journalists  fkcing  de- 
portation were  on  work  per- 


mits tied  to  their  jobs  at  the 
service.  Two  said  they  would 
be  In  extreme  danger  if  they 
were  sent  home,  because  of 
some  broadcasts  critical  of 
their  governments  and  mili- 
tant Islamic  groups  In  their 
countries.  Both  have  asked 
the  BBC  management  to  in- 
tervene with  the  Home  Office 


in  their  cases.  One  said  he 
would  be  killed  if  forced  to 
return  to  the  Sudan. 

He  said  he  had  been  in  exile 
for'  16  years  after  spending 
nearly  a year  In  jalL  “If  I go 
back  I know  I will  end  up  in 
one  of  those  ghost  booses  and 
be  tortured.  I went  to  school 
with  half  the  cabinet  The  Is- 


lamic government  knows  me 
well  and  my  work  for  BBC." 

A former  editor  at  the  ser- 
vice said:  "Many  of  us  think 
that  the  corporation  knew 
what  it  was  doing  when  it 
broadcast  the  Arabic  version 
of  Panorama.  They  knew  it 
would  mean  the  end  of. the 
Orbit  contract  We  believe  the 


service  was  killed  off  in  the 
interests  of  British  business." 

BBC  Worldwide  said  every 
effort  would  be  made  to  find 
another  communication 
channel  for  the  Arabic  ser- 
vice. "We  recognise  the  BBC 
has  obligations  to  its  staff  and 
we  will  do  the  right  thing  by 
them.”  said  a spokesman. 


Tabloids  fight 
as  World  Cup 
‘spot  the  ball’ 
becomes  farce 


Alex  Bellos 


1 “HEY  thought  it  . was  all 
I ove 


over  . . . and  it  was  too, 
for  a moment. 

Geoff  Hurst  was  said  to 
be  thrilled  that  the  ball  he 
kicked  Into  the  net  three 
times  during  England’s 
1966  World  Cup  victory  had 
been  discovered  in  Dussel- 
dorf,  Germany. 

Total  Football  magazine 
which  kicked  off  a cam- 
paign to  find  the  famous  or- 
ange ball  was  also  over- 
joyed and  said  that  its 
return  to  England  would 
have  a talismanic  effect 
and  improve  the  suting  for- 
tunes of  the  national  team. 

But  before  the  ball  had 
time  to  reach  Hurst,  The 
Sun  announced  yesterday 

that  it  too  had  discovered 
the  ball  — a hundred  miles 
away  in  a cellar  near 
Augsburg. 

Then  the  Daily  Mirror, 
turning  the  leathered  piece 
of  sporting  heritage  into  a 
kind  of  political  football, 
informed  Hurst’s  agent, 
David  Davis,  last  night  that 
in  fact  it  had  found  the  ball 
and  would  present  it  to  the 
footballer  today. 

Mr  Davis  said  yesterday 
the  whole  affair  had  turned 
into  a farce.  "Until  all  the 
balls  have  been  looked  at 
properly,  how  can  we  tell?” 

The  last  claim  was  from  a 
man  in  Huns  let.  West  York- 
shire. who  called  a radio 
station  saying  he  won  It  in 
a local  charity  raffle. 


^LISTEN 


HERE» 


The  new  Megane  lias  lots  to  cell  you. 

Simply  call  0800  701  702  and  listen. 
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It's  a common  myth  that  papermaking 
is  devouring  the  forests. 

Newsprint  manufacturers  treat  forests  as  a resource 
to  be  used  wisely,  not  used  up,  and  today  more  trees 
are  planted  than  are  felled. 

For  every  harvested  tree,  two  or  three  are  planted  in  its  place 

With  the  care  and  vigilance  of  foresters  and  paper 
manufacturers,  the  future  for  the  forest  looks  good. 

Properly  managed,  they  will  last  forever. 

THE  NEWSPAPER  BUSINESS  IS  PLEDGED 
TO  SEE  THAT  THEY  DO. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  DIAL  THE  FAX  BACK  NUMBER  0839  393035 
Calls  are  charged  at  39p  per  minute  cheap  rate  and  49p  per  minute  at  all  other  times 
? OR  WRITE  TO:  1 RIVENHALL  ROAD,  WESTLEA,  SWINDON,  SN5  7RD 
TELEPHONE:  01793  879229  FAX:  01793  886182 

Issued  by  the  NEWSPRINT  8c  NEWSPAPER  INDUSTRY  ENVIRONMENTAL  ACTION  GROUP 


6 WORLD  NEWS 

Russia  and 
China  form 
united  front 


Andrew  Higgins 

in  Hong  Kong 


WITH  champagne 
toasts  and  bear- 
hug  bonhomie. 
China  and.  Russia 
declared  a "strategic  partner- 
ship”  for  the  next  century 
yesterday  and,  in  a slap  at  the 
United  States,  vowed  to  resist 
the  imposition  of  a new 
hegemony. 

Presidents  Boris  Yeltsin 
and  Jiang  Zemin  agreed  in 
Beijing  to  set  up  a telephone 
hotline,  increase  military  co- 
operation and  boost  mutual 
trade,  currently  worth  only  a 
ninth  of  that  between  China 
and  the  US 

"Sino- Russian  friendly  rela- 
tions have  entered  a new 
era."  said  Mr  Jiang.  "China 
does  not  and  will  not  pose  any 
threat  to  Russia.” 

Both  sides  denied  any  de- 


'Sino-Russian 
friendly  relations 
have  entered  a 
new  era’ 

Jiang  Zemin 


‘I  can’t  name  a 
single  question  on 
which  we  would 
have  different 
opinions’ 

Boris  Yeltsin 


sire  to  resurrect  the  doomed 
alliance  forged  by  Mao  Tse- 
tung  and  Stalin  in  1550.  but 
they  declared  a united  front 
on  major  International  issues, 
including  defiance  of  Western 
accusations  that  they  repress 
restive  regions. 

A joint  communique  tilled 
with  coded  gibes  at  Washing- 
ton said:  "The  world  is  far 
from  tranquiL  Hegemon!  sm, 
power  politics  and  repeated 
imposition  of  pressure  on 
other  countries  continue  to  ■ 
occur.  Bloc  politics  has  taken 
on  new  forms.” 

Until  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
visited  China  in  1989,  Moscow  I 
was  the  principal  target  of 
Chinese  charges  ■ of 
“hegemonism". 

Mr  Yeltsin  offered  unequiv- 
ocal support  for  China's  right 
to  rule  Taiwan  and  Tibet  Mr 
Jiang  did  the  same  for  Rus- 
sia's claim  to  Chechenia.  and 
described  the  expansion  of 


Mato  towards  Russia’s  border 

as  “impermissible'. 

Concrete  issues  involving 
money  rather  than  rhetoric 
proved  more  difficult.  Neither 
side  would  say  whether  agree- 
ment had  been  reached  on  a 
gas  pipeline  from  Siberia  to 
the  Yellow  Sea,  billed  as  the 
the  centrepiece  of  a new  com- 
mercial partnership. 

The  mood  of  carefully  or- 
chestrated amity  contrasted 
sharply  with  the  bitterness 
surrounding  previous  trips 
by  Kremlin  leaders. 

"1  can’t  name  a single  ques- 
tion on  which  we  would  have 
different  opinions.”  said  Pres- 
ident Yeltsin,  who  is  using 
the  trip  to  enhance  his  image 
as  an  international  statesman 
before  Russia's  presidential 
elections  in  June. 

So  effusive  was  he  that  he 
announced  agreement  on  one 
issue  on  which  it  was  clear 
none  existed.  He  told  a press 
conference  that  China  bad 
promised  to  join  the  interna- 
tional ban  on  nuclear  tests  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  China’s 
foreign  ministry  quickly  dis- 
sented, saying  details  had  yet  I 
to  be  discussed. 

Mr  Yeltsin’s  politicking  I 
contributed  the  only  public 
sour  note  so  far  to  the  visit, 
which  continues  today  with  a 
trip  to  Shanghai  to  sign  a con- 
fidence-building pact  with 
China,  Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyz- 
stan and  Tajikistan. 

Addressing  the  Chinese 

Communist  Party  leadership, 
Mr  Yeltsin  warned  that  vic- 
tory by  his  Communist  Party 
rival  Gennady  Zyuganov  in 
June  would  bring  catastro- 
phe. 'Tf  they  win,  civil  war 
would  start  in  Russia.  This 
would  an  end  to  reforms.  This 
cannot  be  allowed.” 

Officials  signed  13  agree- 
ments relating  to  the  2,700- 
mile  border,  and  co-operation 
on  space,  energy  and  nuclear 
power,  but  few  of  them  ap- 
pear to  do  much  more  than 
reaffirm  previous  accords. 
Details  were  scarce,  particu- 
larly on  military  matters. 

• Russia  began  talks  yester- 
day with  the  Paris  Club  of 
government  creditors  on 
rescheduling  £38  billion  In 
debt,  optimistic  that  it  will 
soon  reach  final  agreement 
with  its  bank  creditors. 
Growing  hopes  that  the 
country  will  soon  announce  a 
closing  date  for  an  agreement 
to  restructure  $25.5  billion  in 
debt  with  the  London  Club  of 
commercial  bank  creditors 
pushed  up  Russian  loan 
prices. 


Long-standing  attraction . . . Westerners  are  drawn  by  well-preserved  Roman  sites  like  this  one  at  Leptis  Magna. 


Tourism  thrives  in  Gadafy’s  desert 


Westerners  are  discovering  Libya,  as 
Kathy  Evans  found  recently  in  Tripoli 


LIBYA,  the  land  of  Colo- 
nel Gadafy  and  consid- 
ered by  the  British  and 
American  governments  to 
be  one  of  the  main  sponsors 
of  international  terrorism, 
is  now  playing  host  to  thou- 
sands of  well-heeled  West- 
ern tourists. 

“Libya's  lovely,"  said  one 
British  tourist,  who  did  not 
want  to  be  identified.  “I 
don’t  know  why  more 
people  don’t  come  here.” 
Getting  there  Is  an  exer- 
cise in  endurance.  United 
Nations  sanctions,  in  force 
since  1992  because  Libya 
refuses  to  hand  over  two 
suspects  wanted  for  the 
Lockerbie  bombing,  have 
cut  the  country  off  to  air 
travellers. 

Visitors  now  have  to 


make  a six-hour  journey  by 
car  from  Djerba  tn  neigh- 
bouring Tunisia.  Alterna- 
tively, there  is  the  2,000- 
mile  trek  from  Cairo  or  12- 
hour  boat  ride  from  Malta. 

Service  also  leaves  a lot 
to  be  desired.  Most  hotels 
are  state-owned  and  Liby- 
ans are  unused  to  roles  as 
reception  clerks  or  waiters. 
Tunisians  and  Moroccans 
take  many  hotel  jobs. 

Another  disadvantage  is 
♦hat  alcohol  is  haimed  in 
Libya. 

Yet  tourism  has  become 
the  country’s  fastest  grow- 
ing business,  providing  the 
only  source  of  foreign  cur- 
rency other  than  oiL 

Dozens  of  tourism  compa- 
nies have  sprung  up  to  ca- 
ter for  the  new  visitors. 


Libya  boasts  the  best  and  | 
.most  complete  Roman 
ruins  in  the  world  at  Leptis 
Magna,  Sabratah  and  Sha- 
hat.  In  the  south,  there  is 
the  4,000-year-old  city  of 
Qadauds,  which  to 

be  the  oldest  and  most  eco- 
logically efficient  city  in 
the  world. 

But  for  most  tourists  now 
venturing  into  Libya,  the 
spectacular  .desert  is  the 
greatest  attraction. 

“Obviously,  Libya  is  not 
for  lager  louts  or  the  son, 
sea,  and  sex  crowd,”  com- 
mented Salem  Magadmi,  of 
Sahara  Tours.  “The  desert 
freaks  are  our  market,  and 
for  them  we  can  offer  the 
best  in  desert  camping  and 
the  world's  cleanest  air  and 
environment-”  - 

Tourists  can  spend  a 
mouth  touring  desert  dunes 
and  lush  oases  m four- 
wheel  drives  with  Tuareg 
bedouin  guides.  But  it  is 


not  cheap.  Tours  are  £90  a 
day.  Including  hotels  and 
transport. 

“Fve  had  a wonderful 
holiday  and  I felt  very  safe 
here,”  said  Swiss  school- 
teacher. Sylvie  Perriuji- 
gnet,  aged  40,  who  spent  a 
week  camping  in  the 
desert. 

Germans  provide  Libya’s 
top  tourist  market,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Italians,  Span- 
ish and  Swiss. 

“We  are  planning  to  mar- 
ket ourselves  in  London 
this  year,”  said  the  guide 
from  Sahara  Tours.  "We 
would  like  to  do  the  same  in 
the  United  States,  but  there 
are  still  a few  problems 

The  biggest  of  those  prob- 
lems is  that  Americans  are 
banned  by  law  from  visit- 
ing Libya.  An  American 
discovered  to  be  working  in 
Libya's  oil  fields  was 
recently  fined  f 250, 000 
(£165.000). 
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PLO  vote  paves 
way  for  talks 
on  final  states 


MnkttmmlaJenialMi 


THE  Palestine  Liberation 
Organisation’s  revoca- 
tion of  the  core  of  its 


I tion  of  the  core  of  its 
founding  covenant  has 
opened  the  way  for  crucial 
♦wilts  with  Israel  to  open  at 
the  end  of  next  week  on  the 
future  of  Palestine. 

Negotiations  on  a so-called 
final  status  agreement,  due  to 
be  implemented  in  1999.  win 
cover  all  the  most  contentious 
issues  at  the  heart  of  the 

Middle  Best's  most  fractious 
dispute:  refugees,  Jewish 
settlements,  final  borders  and 
the  status  of  Jerusalem. 

But.  say  critics  or  Wednes- 
day’s changes  tn  the  PLO  cov- 
enant. the  Palestinians  will 
go  naked  into  the  conference 
chamber,  having  in  effect 
given  up  their  claim,  based  on 
their  natural  majority,  to  con- 
trol the  destiny  of  the  land  be- 
tween the  River  Jordan  and 
the  Mediterranean. 

The  changes  In  the  cove- 
nant were  approved,  at  the  in- 
sistence of  President  Yasser 
Arafat,  by  the  PLO’s  “parlia- 
ment”, the  Palestine  National 
Council  (PNC).  Mr  Arafat  in- ! 
sists  that  the  outcome  of  the  ■ 
next  negotiations  will  be  a I 
Palestinian  sovereign  state, 
with  Jerusalem  as  Its  capital. 
But  be  has  also  made  it  clear 
that  the  state  he  will  accept 
will  be  a small,  pale  shadow 
of  the  Palestine  envisaged  by 
the  PLO  founding  fathers. 

Meeting  for  the  first  time 
since  the  1967  Six  Day  War  on 
Palestinian  soil,  the  PNC  ses- 
sion in  Gaza  City  approved 
the  changes  by  504  votes  to  54. 
with  14  abstentions. 

The  size  of  the  majority  as- 
tonished even  Palestinian  ob- 
servers, who  had  predicted 
that  Mr  Arafat  would  struggle 
to  achieve  the  two-thirds  ma- 
jority necessary  for  constitu- 
tional change.  Voting  was  by 


a show  of  hands,  at  Mr  Ara- 
fat’s insistence. 

in  the  end.  most  of  the  PNC 
bowed  to  presidential  pres- 
sure. Radical  elements,  in- 
cluding the  Popular  and  pom- 


ClUUuld  — — 

ocratic  fronts,  boycotted  the 
session.  Individual  dissi- 
dents, like  the  respected  Gam 
independent,  Haider  Abdel- 
Shafi,  and  human  rights  ac- 
tivist Hunan  Ashrawi,  voted 
against  the  changes.  . 

The  outcome  of  the  vote  is 
widely  seen  as  a triumph  for 
Mr  Arafot.  Though  it  nmy  not 
increase  his  popularity 
among  Palestinians,  it  has 
certainly  boosted  his  standing 
among  Israelis,  many  of 
whom  had  despaired  of  seeing 
any  fundamental  change  m 
the  PLO  constitution. 

The  Israeli  government  was 
overjoyed  by  the  news  from 
Gaza.  The  prime  minister. 
Shimon  Peres,  facing  elec- 
tions on  May  29.  called  the  de- 
cision “a  very  substantial 
change:  an  historic  step”. 

The  governing  Labour 
Party  responded  yesterday  by 
dropping  its  long-held  opposi- 
tion to  a Palestinian  state. 

There  is  a widespread  ex- 
pectation in  Israel  that  Mr 
Arafat  wifi  be  reworded  by 
speedy  progress  towards  Isra- 
el's long-delayed  withdrawal 
from  most  of  the  West  Bank 
city  of  Hebron. 

High  military  sources, 
quoted  in  the  well-informed 
Hebrew  press,  said  the  with- 
drawal could  take  place  as 
early  as  this  weekend,  and  be 
completed  in  12  hours. 

Israel  promised  to  hand 
over  to  the  self-rule  authority- 
all  Palestinian  cities  in  the 
occupied  West  Bank.  Only  He- 
bron remains  to  be  trans- 
ferred, and  even  when  it  is. 
Israeli  troops  wifi  remain  in 
the  city  centre  to  protect  the 
400  or  so  fanatical  Jewish  set- 
tlers who  insist  on  living 
amid  more  than  100.000  Arabs. 


Imran  Khan  enters  politics 


IMRAN  KHAN  officially 
entered  Pakistani  politics 


■entered  Pakistani  politics 
yesterday,  ending  months  of 
speculation. 

The  former  cricket  star  an- 
nounced the  formation  of  the 
Movement  for  Justice  at  a 
press  conference  in  Lahore. 

••  'JSh&.maia  objective  of  this 
movement'  is  to  bring  about  a- 
change  in  the  country  by  de- 
manding justice.  honesty,  de- 
cency and  self-respect"  he 
said.  “I  have  entered:  politics 
because . . . when  the  country 


is  moving  toward  disaster,  no 
one  can  sit  on  the  sidelines." 

Analysts  say  Mr  Khan 
could  pose  a real  challenge  to 
Benazir  Bhutto’s  ruling  Paki- 
stan People’s  Party  and  to  the 
opposition  Muslim  League. 

He  did  not  announce  his  new 
movements  platform,  but  he 
has  been  linked  to  some  ftmda- 
mentalist  Muslim  groups.  Fun- 
damentalists hope  that  Khan, 
with  his  Oxford  education,  will 
make  their  movement  more  ac- 
ceptable — AP. 
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Peace  hopes  fade  as  Dudayev’s  successor  brands  Yeltsin  a criminal  and  vows  to  fight  to  the  bitter  end 

Chechen  leader  pledges  ‘holy  war9 


Danrid  Hears!  In 
Boctml-Cftu,  CTurhnnla 


Yandarbiyev:  Not  known 
asai 


THE  new  leader  of  the 
Chechen  separatist 
cause,  ' Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev,  called 
last  night  for  a jihad  against 
Russia,  saying  that  only 
through  war  could  his  people 
achieve  1 independence  from 
Moscow. 

Speaking  in  the  village  of 
Rochni-Chu,  less  than  a mnp 
from  where  his  predecessor 
Dzhokhar.  Dudayev  met  his 
death  this  week,  he  vowed  to 
continue  the  war  to  the  bitter 
end.  . 

- Close  by  lay  the  huge  crater 

left  by  the  rocket  which  ktlTad 
Dudayev  and  wrecked  his  car 
as  he  tried  by  satellite  phone 
to  - arrange  peace  talks 
through  an  intermediary. 


In  a long  monologue,  the 
quietly  spoken  Mr  Yandar- 
biyev  declared:  “They  say  the 
Chechen  people  are  buried. 
We  are  not  buried  ...  I will 
take  the  lead  in  a war,  hi  a 
jihad  of  the  Chechen  people, 
in  the -name  of  Allah  and  in 
the  name  of  the  freedom  of 
the  Chechen  Deoule.” 

This  sounded  the  death 
knell  for  the:  peace  initiative 
Mr  Yeltsin  launched  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  month  when  he 
promised  a limited  with- 
drawal of  troop  from  Chechen 
villages  which  signed,  the 
peace  agreement. 

Mr  Yandarbiyev  said  he 
hadbeen  appointed  by  "the 
state  committee  of  defence 
and  cabinet  of  ministers",  a 
formula  which  skirted  round 
the  rumoured  misgivings  of 
such  increasingly  Indepen- 
dent war  lords  as  Shamil 


Basayev  and  Ruslan  Gelayev. 

He  went  out  of  his  way  to 
brand  President  Yeltsin  a 
criminal.  He  .the  Rus- 

sian state  “a  mafioso-like  cre- 
ation" and  said  that  responsi- 
bility for  the.  war  and 
destruction  visited  cm  the 
Chechen  nationlay  with  Mr 
Yeltsin  himself 

“We  consider  him  guilty. 
He  was  guilty  at  the  start  of 
this  war  and  1 am  convinced 
of  that  and  the  whole  world  is 
too.” 

He  appeared  to  threaten  Mr 
Yeltsin's  life;  thus  closing  the 
door  firmly  on  any  attempts 
to  negotiate  with  the  Russian 
leadership. 

Mr  Yandarbiyev.  formerly 
-the  rebels’  ideology  chief,  has 
never  been  known  for  his 
ability  to  compromise. 

Reactions  in  Grozny  last 
night  were  mixed.  Many 


refused  to  believe  that  Du- 
dayev was  dead,  and  thought 
the  whole  episode  an  elabo- 
rate hoax.  Many  former  fight- 
ers found  fault  with  Mr  Yan- 
darbiyev, saying  he  bad  not 
stayed  in  Grozny  to  organise 
Its  defence,  that  he  was  not  a 

mflHnr-y  man[  nnH  that  ha  had 

little  authority. 

Nicolai  Saxnbiyev,  aged  43. 
said:  "For  me  he  is  not  an  au- 
thoritative man.  Basayev  or 
Gelayev  are.”  Others  said 
they  did  not  believe  he  would 
be  anything  other  thaw  a 
figurehead. 

The  centre  of  Grozny  is  now 
a desolate  clearance  site.  The 
presidential  palace,  tha  sym- 
bol of  Chechen  resistance,  is  a 
huge  pile  of  rubble,-  among 
which  the  old  lamp  posts  still 
stand  erect . 

Silence  enfolds  the  centre, 
broken  only  by  the  sharp  rat- 


tle of  heavy  machine  gun  fire. 

Russian  armoured  person- 
nel carriers  do  not  dally,  even 
in  broad  daylight.  One  fired  a 
salvo  into  the  air  at  a road 
junction  to  warn  other  cars  to 
get  out  of  the  way.  The  hew 
masters  of  Grozny  shoot  first 
and  ask  questions  later. 

An  outraged  Chechen  mar- 
ket trader  said:  "They  even 
shoot  off  their  guns  in  time  to 
the  music  they  hear  on  their 
head  phones,  just  to  inspire 
fear  in  us,  so  that  we  are  in  a 
permanent  state  of  shock." 

A woman  called  Rosa  said: 
“Who  Is  considered  a bandit? 
A cat?  A dog?  A seven-year- 
old  boy  this  high?  There  are 
two  boys  who  went  mush- 
room picking  yesterday.  The 
Russians  shot  at  them,  too, 
and  now  they  are  in  an  inten- 
sive care  unit.  Is  that 
justice?" 


«renrinin  _ ..  An  animated  president,  Jacques  Chirac,  reacts  to  being  surroundedby  wdl  wishers  in  Aimens.  norths  France,  dnrm^  photograph:  eucwe.  spinous 

Red  centre  of  Italy  rejoices  in  Prodi’s  bella  vittoria 


John  Hooper  in  Bologna  discoversethe 
blend  of  socialism  and  Catholicism  that 
lies  behind  the  new  governing  alliance 


^HELTEHED  from  the 
**^raln  in  the  colonnade 
Via  delTIndipen- 
enza,  the  Puccini  band  of 
ologna  is  belting  out  the 
Id  partisan  anthem,  Bella, 
iao. 

It  is  Liberation  Day.  Ite- 
m's pre-eminent  leftwing 
sstlval,  in  the  week  of  the 
rst  leftwing  victory  in  a 
elf-century  of  restored  de- 
tocracy.  Bella,  Clao  Is 
reeted  by  a.  sustained 
urst  of  applause. 

Round  the  corner  in  the 
tern  Maggiore  under  a 
ky  the  colour  of  pumice 
tone,  they  are  preparing  to 
ly  wreaths  at  the  city’s 


News  in  brief 


war  memorlal-  Antonietta 
Negrettl  has  dome  with  her 
friend  wjbose  bather  was  a 
partisan.  She  is  overjoyed 
with  what  she  calls  a "bella 
utttoria”.  ; 

Rim  by  communists  and 
their  heirs  elver  since  the 
war,  Bologna  is  Italy’s 
“reddest”  dty-  The  main 
road  to  the  centre  from  the 
ring  road  is  called  Via 
Stalingrado. 

It  is  also  the  town  with 
which  Professor  Romano 
Prodl,  the  centre-left’s  can- 
didate for  the  premiership, 
is  most  closely  associated. 
It  was  not  where  he  was 
born,  but  where  until 


recently  he  lived,  taught  — 
and  prayed. 

"Just  .down  there,  at  St 
Stephen’s,”  said  a pen- 
sioner gesturing  with  his 
umbrella.  “Prodi  and  the 
parish  priest,  they’re  great 
friends.  He  used  to  take 
communion  there  every 
Sunday.”- 

Coming  to  Bologna 
makes  a lot  of  things  about 
Prof  Prod!  and  the  alliance 
he  leads  fell  into  place. 
From  a distance,  be  seems 
like  file  captain  of  a motley 
crew  — former  communists 
mixed  with  devout,  though 
progressive,  former  Chris- 
tian Democrats  like 
himself. 

Here,  the  two  traditions 
co-exist  more  vigorously 
than  perhaps  anywhere  in 
Italy.  While  for  “red”  Bolo- 
gna April  25  was  an  oppor- 
tunity to  commemorate  the 


Resistance,  across  the 
square  at  the  basilica  of  St 
Petronins,  it  was  a chance 
for  “Catholic"  Bologna  to 
hold  a convention  of  the 
Prayer  .Groups  of  Padre 
Pio,  the  20th-century  Capu- 
chin mystic. 

. Such  is  the  strength  of 
these  two  apparently  con- 
tradictory forces,  yon  can 
see  them  fusing  before  your 
eyes.  Yesterday’s  Resis- 
tance commemorations 
began  with  a mass  — at  St 
Stephen's. 

It  becomes  entirely  com- 
prehensible that  an  adop- 
tive son  of  Bologna  should 
feel  able  to  represent  both 
sets  of  ideals  In  govern- 
ment. What  helps  them  to 
co-exist  in  Bologna  is 
prosperity. 

It  is  often  held  up  as  a 
show-case  for  leftwing  ad- 
ministration. Gleaming 


buses  glide  over  the  cobbles 
between  covered  stops  with 
electronic  display  boards 
telling  passengers  when  the 
next  service  is  due.  None  of 
this,  though,  would  be  poss- 
ible without  the  prosperity 
generated  by  the  city’s 


‘It  was  time  for  a 
change . . . We 
Italians  have  been, 
well,  a bit  too  static1 


enterprising  and  successful 
businesses.  And  It  is  Italy’s 
God-fearing  entrepreneurs 
of  whom  Prof  Prod!  has 
■made  himself  a champion. 

Mara  Albertassi.  the  par- 
tisan’s daughter  huddled 
under  her  umbrella  in  the 


Piazza  Maggiore,  thought 
he  would  be  “especially 
good  for  the  economy”.  She 
hoped  that  a centre-left 
government  would  make  it 
easier  for  her  daughter, 
who  is  due  to  leave  school 
this  . year,  to  get  a job.  She 
was  also  counting  on  it  to 
put  an  end  to  cuts  in  the 
pension  system  begun  two 
years  ago  by  the  conserva- 
tive administration  of  Sil- 
vio Berlusconi- 
On  the  other  side  of  the 
square,  Italo  Brizzi,  the 
bead  of  the  quality  control 
unit  at  a local  firm,  also 
thought  that  Prof  Prodi 
could  help  boost  the  econo- 
my. “But  in  any  case,  it  was 
time  for  a change.  All  we’ve 
had  for  50  years  have  been 
adjustments  this  way  and 
that.  I think  we  Italians 
have  been,  well,  a bit  too 
static.” 


‘No  evidence  found’ to  link 
Spain’s  PM  to  death  Squads 


SPAIN’S  Supreme  Court  in- 
vestigator has.  found  no 
evidence  linking  the  outgoing 
prime  minister,  Felipe  Gonza- 
lez. to  charges  related  .to  a 
“dirty  war7'  against  Basque 
separatists  in  the  1980s,  court 
sources  said  ye&tetday. 

The  court  would,  "hot 
request  parliamentary  per- 
mission for  Mr  Gonzalez  to 
testify  and  would  “in  all  prob- 
ability” issue  a writ  rejecting 
the  complaints  agwirut*  him.  A 
report  by  the  prosecutor  in- 


vestigating accusations  that 
Mr  Gonzalez’s  Socialist  gov- 
ernment ran  death,  squads 
targeting  rebels  showed  there 
was  no  proof  he  was  involved. 


A disgruntled  former 
Socialist  Party  leader  in  the 
Basque  region  had.  accused 
&fr  Gonzalez  and  other  high 
officials  of  conspiring  to  oper- 
ate  the  squads. 

The  scandal  forced  Mr  Gon- 
zalez to  call  ala  early  election, 
which  he  lost —Reuter. 


Rebel’s  lesson 
in  betrayal 

Paraguay's  President  Juan 
Carlos  Wasmosy,  bowing  to 
public  and  political  pressure, 
announced  yesterday  he  will 
not  fulfil  his  promise  to  make 
his  rebellious  army  chief  de- 
fence miniotAr. 

“The  people’s  will  takes 
precedence  over  any  commit- 
ment I may  have  under- 
taken,” President  Wasmosy 
said,  referring  to  the  popular 
outrage  at  . his  earlier  offer. 
“That  is  why  I have  resolved 
to  sacrifice  my  commitment, 
with  all  the  consequences  this 


may  have,  and  . . . not  desig- 
nate' General  {Lino]  Oviedo 
defence  minister.”  — Reuter. 

Baby  beaters 

A Californian  6-year-old  who 
neighbours  said  liked  to  hit 
children  with  sticks  was  in 
custody  yesterday  along  with 
two  other  boys,  suspected  of 
Making,  beating  and  possibly 
taking  a stick  to  a month-old 
baby.  The  baby  was  in  a criti- 
cal condition  — AP. 

Bad  cop 

A former  New  Orleans  police 
officer  has  been  found  guilty 
Of  arranging  the  death  of  a 
woman  who  accused  him  of 


What  is  striking  about  the  SAS  phenomenon  is  that 
it  lsequaHy  available  to  left  and  right.  LWT’s  film  of 
Tlie  One  That  Got  Away  was  made  by  Paul  Greengrass, 
whowasassoclated  with  both  the  TV  and  book 


JohnDugdale 


Re  clew 


pistol-whipping  a teenager.  A 
tap  of  Len  Davis's  telephone 
captured  the  officer  celebrat- 
ing the  woman’s  death,  shout- 
ing end  singing,  “Yeah?  Yeah! 
Yeah,  yeah.  yeah.  Rock,  rock- 
a-bye!”  — AP. 

Kurdish  progress 

Further  progress  has  been 
reported  at  a fourth  round  of 
talks  to  try  to  forge  a perma- 
nent peace  between  rival 
Kurdish  groups  sharing  con- 
trol of  northern  Iraq,  Chris 
NuttcUl  in  Ankara  writes.  The 
US  mediator;  Robert  Deutsche 
met  leaders  of  the  Kurdistan 
Democratic  Party  and  Patri- 
otic Union  of  Kurdistan  on  a 
visit  which  ended  yesterday.  - 

Domestic  violence 

A Kuwait  appeal  court  sen- 
tenced a woman  to  10  years  in 
jail  for  murdering  a maid  who 
had  refused  to  clean  the 
house,  the  Arab  Times 
reported  yesterday. — AP. 

Airliner  pay-off 

Washington  has  paid  over 

$100  million  (£65  million)  in 
compensation  for  the  1988 
shooting  down  of  an  Iranian 
airliner  by  a US  warship 
which  killed  290  people,  an 
Iranian  official  said  yester- 
day. — Reuter. 


Anniversary 
reminder  for 
Chernobyl 

/"“^HERNOBYX  nuclear 
Upower  station  suffered  a 
minor  release  of  radio- 
activity on  Wednesday 
night,  just  short  of  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  world's 
worst  nuclear  accident, 
when  the  No  4 reactor  ex- 
ploded in  the  early  hours  of 
April  26  1986. 

A station  spokesman  said 
radioactive  dust  contami- 
nated four  places  in  the  ma- 
chine room  of  reactor  No  3. 

“As  the  work  was  badly 
organised,  radioactive  dust 
contaminated  four  places. 
The  level  of  radioactivity 
rose  seven  times.  There  was 
no  radiation  of  staff  beyond 
norms.  But  this  was  a viola- 
tion of  safety  rules.” 

The  dust  was  said  to  come 
from  filters  removed  either 
from  the  pumps  used  to 
extract  air  from  the  sar- 
cophagus encasing  reactor 
No  4 or,  according  to  an- 
other account,  from  a dis- 
used water  filtration  sys- 
tem between  reactors  3 and 
4.  — Agencies. 


Unions  angry  at 
Kohl’s  plan  to 
slash  spending 


Kan  Traynor  in  Boon 


GERMANY’S  chancellor. 
Helmut  Kohl,  warning 
his  country  that  it  Is 
living  beyond  its  means;  yes- 
terday pushed  ahead  with 
controversial  public  spending 
and  welfare  cuts  which 
threaten  to  trigger  a confron- 
tation with  the  powerful  trade 
union  movement. 

Following  the  collapse  of 
talks  he  held  earlier  in  the 
week  with  the  unions  and  em- 
ployers' leaders,  Mr  Kohl 
sought  to  bypass  mounting 
opposition  by  appealing  di- 
rectly to  the  public  to  support 
austerity  measures  intended 
to  make  Germany  fit  for  a 
single  European  currency, 
rein  in  growing  deficit  spend- 
ing and  ease  conditions  for 
Industry. 

In  an  open  letter  to  the  pub- 
lic leaked  to  the  Bild  tabloid 
newspaper,  Mr  Kohl  em- 
ployed a Thatch erite  tone  In 
announcing  the  austerity 
measures,  and  warned  of 
tough  times  ahead  in  a 
country  that  enjoys  the  high- 
est wages  and  social  security 
provision  in  Europe. 

“Some  say  we  can  finance 
prosperity  on  credit,”  Mr 
Kohl's  letter  stated.  “But  the 
state  Is  no  different  from  pri- 
vate life:  we  can't  live  above 
our  means.” 

Referring  to  Germany's 
post-war  record  level  of  4 mil- 
lion unemployed,  Mr  Kohl 
said  labour  had  priced  itself 
out  of  jobs. 

“If  we  don't  act  now,  more 
jobs  will  be  lost  and  we  will 
be  no  longer  able  to  finance 
our  welfare  state." 

In  a speech  to  parliament 
today,  the  chancellor  is  to  dis- 
close what  is  being  touted  as  a 
blueprint  for  economic 
recovery,  job  creation  and 
growth.  His  priority  is  to  get 
public  finaTiPAs  in  order  since 


soaring  unemployment, 
decreased  tax  revenues,  and 
increased  dole  payments 
mean  that  without  cuts  the 
government  will  fell  to  pass 
the  single  European  currency 
tests  on  budget  deficit  and 
public  debt  in  19S7. 

The  broader  aim  is  to  get 
the  economy  moving  by  curb- 
ing the  high  non-wage  costs  of 
Industry,  and  tax  reform. 

The  measures  will  Include 
reductions  of  at  least  20  per 
cent  in  sick  pay,  trimming  of 
pensions,  raising  of  the  retire- 
ment age  for  women,  a freeze 
on  child  benefits,  and  moves 
to  make  it  easier  for  small 
firms  to  sack  workers. 

The  government  is  also 
seeking  to  impose  a pay  freeze 
in  the  public  sector.  But  nego- 
tiations on  next  year's  pay 
round  for  3.2  million  public 
employees  opened  yesterday 
in  Stuttgart  with  unions  de- 
manding 45  per  cent  rises. 

The  interior  minister, 
Manfred  Kanther,  declared 
that  the  kitty  was  empty  and 
that  any  rises  would  have  to 
be  funded  from  borrowing. 
“Saving  is  the  commandment 
of. the  hour,”  he  said. 

Union  leaders  vowed  to 
resist  the  moves  away  from 
the  traditional  German  con- 
sensus model  of  corporate 
capitalism  towards  American 
or  British  “pure  capitalism”. 

The  opposition  Social  Dem- 
ocrats accused  the  govern- 
ment of  moving  to  dismantle 
the  welfare  state,  rather  than 
tackling  unemployment. 

But  Wolfgang  Schauble,  a 
close  ally  of  Mr  Kohl  and  the 
Christian  Democrats'  parlia- 
mentary leader,  dismissed 
such  talk  as  scaremongering. 

“We've  surrounded  our- 
selves with  a web  of  state- 
decreed  welfare  that  is  a 
strailj  a eke  t on  motivation, 
self-responsibility  and  initia- 
tive.” Mr  Schduble  said.  “The 
web  is  threatening  to  rip.” 


Clinton  claims 
budget  victory 


Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 


THE  Republicans  yester- 
day finally  agreed  a bud- 
get for  the  current  fi- 
nancial year,  allowing  the 
United  States  president  Bill 
Clinton,  both  to  claim  a politi- 
cal victory  and  insist  that  he 
could  work  with  a hostile 
Congress. 

“This  has  been  an  abysmal 
process,  but  the  epilogue  of 
this  sad  story  is  that  when  the 
president  and  the  Republi- 
cans sit  down  on  a bi-partisan 
basis,  they  can  reach  agree- 
ment on  budget  Issues,”  Mike 
McCurry.  the  White  House 
spokesman,  said  yesterday. 

After  months  of  wrangling, 
which  twice  saw  toe  federal 
government  shut  down  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workers  sent  home,  the  agree- 
ment meant  that  the  US  for- 
mally joined  Luxembourg  and 
Switzerland  as  one  of  the 
world's  soundest  economies. 

It  will  now  run  a deficit  of 
$144  billion  (£97  billion)  this 
year,  less  than  half  of  that 
when  Mr  Clinton  took  office. 

The  1996  budget  ends  the 
series  of  temporary  funding 
measures  which  have  kept 
the  business  of  American  gov- 
ernment lurching  unreliably 
along  since  last  October. 

The  budget  compromise 
was  bailed  by  the  White 
House  and  most  political  ana- 
lysts as  a victory  for  Mr  Clin- 
ton, who  managed  to  preserve 
a range  of  domestic  reforms 
which  the  Republicans  bad 
tried  to  stop  by  denying  than 


funds.  These  included,  for  ex- 
ample, Mr  Clinton's  election 
pledge  to  put  100,000  extra 
police  on  the  streets. 

He  also  won  Republican 
agreement  to  repeal  a mea- 
sure they  had  passed  earlier 
to  require  members  of  the 
armed  forces  diagnosed  with 
HIV  to  be  discharged  with  the 
loss  of  pension  rights  and 
medical  benefits. 

In  return,  the  Republicans 
won  little  more  than  the  right 
to  boast  that  they  had  cut 
planned  spending  by 
$43  billion.  Newt  Gingrich, 
the  Republican  speaker  of  toe 
House  of  Representatives, 
claimed  yesterday  that  this 
was  “a  great  achievement  — 
we  have  changed  the  spend- 
ing culture  In  Washington”. 

The  other  concession  to  toe 
Republicans  will  be  paid  for 
mainly  by  the  developing 
world,  a commitment  that  US 
aid  will  be  withheld  from  any 
population  control  pro- 
gramme that  includes  or 
authorises  abortion. 

“Most  of  the  political  gains 
go  to  toe  president,"  said 
William  Schneider,  a political 
analyst  at  the  American 
Enterprise  Institute.  “The 
Republicans  were  desperate 
not  to  have  another  govern- 
ment shutdown.” 

This  year's  budget  agree- 
ment lasts  until  October  1, 
when  toe  new  1997  budget  is 
supposed  to  take  over.  But 
with  just  five  weeks  remain- 
ing then  before  the  November 
5 election,  toe  Republicans 
are  determined  to  recapture 
the  taxation  issue  with  a new 
demand  for  tax  cuts. 


South  African  constitution 
threatened  by  deadlock 


David  Beresfwd 

bit 


PRESIDENT  Nelson  Mau- 
ls dela  and  his  predecessor, 
F.  W.  de  Klerk,  are  expected 
to  hold  urgent  talks  this 
weekend  in  an  attempt  to 
break  a deadlock  which 
threatens  the  adoption  of 
South  Africa's  final 
constitution. 

The  Impasse  in  negotia- 
tions on  the  constitution, 
which  has  to  be  agreed  by 
May  9,  appeared  to  contribute 
to  panic  on  the  financial  mar- 
kets yesterday  which  saw  a 
record  fell  in  toe  rand's  value. 

No  one  was  sure  why  the 
currency  weakened  so  rap- 
idly to  close  toe  day  at  4.430  to 
the  dollar  — a drop,  of  4 per 
cent  from  Wednesday's  close. 

The  constitutional  assem- 
bly — effectively  a joint  sit- 
ting of  toe  two  houses  of  par- 
liament — began  voting  on 

the  new  constitution  late  on 
Wednesday  night.  In  terms  of 
the  Interim  constitution 
under  which  South  Africa  has 
been  governed  since  1994,  toe 
final  constitution  has  to  be 
agreed  by  May  9,  or  a referen- 
dum could  be  forced. 


Parties-  yesterday  tabled 
more  than  300  amendments  to 
the  legislation,  but  toe  most 
serious  deadlocks  are  be- 
tween Mr  Mandela's  ANC  and 
its  coalition  partners.  Mr  de 
Klerk's  National  Party. 

The  nationalists  are  fight- 
ing for  toe  insertion  of  a right 
of  lockout  — as  a counter  to 
labour’s  right  to  strike  — - and 
provision  for  single-language 
education.  The  ANC  apposes 
the  education  clause  on  toe 
grounds  it  will  facilitate 
raelally-exclusive  schools. 

The  major  trade  union  fed- 
eration, the  Congress  of  South 
African  Trade  Unions  has 
called  for  a one-day  general 
strike  on  Tuesday  as  a dem- 
onstration of  popular  opposi- 
tion to  a lockout  clause.  The 
ANC  has  been  criticised  for 
supporting  the  calL 

The  other  major  proposed 
change  is  the  replacement  of 
the  senate  by  a 90-strong 
national  council  of  provinces, 
its  members  nominated  by 
regional  legislatures. 

The  ANC  and  the  National 
Party,  which  together  can  de- 
liver the  two-thirds  majority 
needed  to  pass  a new  constitu- 
tion, have  been  criticised  for 
negotiating  in  private. 
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Think  about  the  children 

One  thing  worse  than  divorce  is  a dire  marriage 


RARELY  can  the  Commons  have  heard  j 
so  much  humbug  as  In  Wednesday  i 
night’s  divorce  debate.  Spurious  plati-  ■ 
tudes  were  piously  piled  on  specious 
truisms  in  a fraudulent  attempt  to  dem- 
onstrate family  values.  Research,  hard 
evidence  and  expert  advice  were  all 
ignored  by  the  back-to-basics  band  who 
naively  believe  human  behaviour  can 
be  changed  by  parliament.  Contrary  to 
the  insistence  of  the  Prime  Minister 
yesterday,  this  was  not  a debate  in 
which  conscience  was  exercised  on  im- 
portant moral  principles.  Important 
issues  were  at  stake  — improving  the 
lives  of  children  whose  parents  sepa- 
rate — but  not  moral  principles. 
Whether  separating  couples  should  be 
required  to  wait  12,  18  or  24  months 
before  divorcing  is  not  a moral  princi- 
ple but  a political  judgment  Ending 
fault  in  divorce  is  a moral  judgment  but 
this  was  not  introduced  by  the  current 
bill  but  by  the  last  divorce  act  in  1969. 
The  most  offensive  part  of  the  whole 
exercise  has  been  the  way  in  which  the 
most  moral  man  within  the  Govern- 
ment the  Lord  Chancellor,  has  shame- 
lessly been  portrayed  by  immoral  op- 
portunists in  the  Tory  party  and 
populist  press  as  a trimmer  and  unprin- 
cipled legislator. 

Our  divorce  laws  cry  out  for  reform. 
Divorce  is  always  painful  but  the  pres- 
ent procedure  only  exacerbates  01-will, 
resentment  and  bitterness.  The  people 
hardest  hit  by  the  present  acrimonious 
process  are  children.  Research  suggests 
40  per  cent  are  cut-off  from  one  parent 
within  two  years  of  a decree  — the 
equivalent  of  almost  one  million  chil- 
dren in  a decade.  Yet  successive  govern- 
ments have  backed  away  from  compre- 
hensive reform,  as  though  the  sixfold 
increase  in  divorce  since  1970  had 
never  happened.  A decade  ago  the  Gov- 
ernment’s think  tank  on  law  reform, 
the  Law  Commission,  began  studying 
ways  of  reforming  the  process.  In  1988  it 


produced  a sane  and  sensible  discus- 
sion package,  which  was  republished  in 
1990  in  a refined  form.  Government 
white  papers  and  consultative  docu- 
ments followed.  This  was  no  gimcrack, 
knee-jerk  bill  which  Michael  Howard  is 
so  fond  of  producing.  Perhaps  that  is 
why  he  joined  the  opponents  on 
Wednesday.  The  debate  over  the  length 
of  the  waiting  period  typifies  the  super- 
ficial arguments  of  opponents.  Children 
do  not  distinguish  between  separation 
and  divorce.  Life  for  Fergie’s  children 
after  this  month’s  decree  nisi  is  no 
different  from  last  month.  What  chil- 
dren want  is  a sense  of  security  about 
future  arrangements.  As  the  Govern- 
ment’s white  paper  noted  last  year:  a 
longer  period  than  12  months  offers  no 
incentive  to  deal  with  the  past  — and  an 
increased  period  of  insecurity  about  the 
future. 

Rarely  has  a bill  been  so  carefully 
prepared.  Yet  still  the  fundamentalists 
want  to  block  its  progress  and  even 
now,  after  their  minor  success  zn  ex- 
tending the  waiting  time,  they  are  try- 
ing to  persuade  ministers  to  withdraw 
the  entire  package.  Not  even  this  gov- 
ernment will  be  so  stupid.  The  reform  is 
on  its  way  — some  1.5  million  divorces 
since  the  Commissioners  first  began 
their  exercise.  A new  more  conciliatory 
process,  which  will  be  me dia tor-direc- 
ted rather  than  lawyer-led,  will  be  put 
in  place.  The  process  will  lead  to  less 
acrimony,  better  links  between  chil- 
dren and  parents,  and  perhaps,  because 
couples  will  be  required  to  contemplate 
all  the  consequences  of  divorce  in  the 
waiting  period,  more  reconciliations. 
Certainly  bitterness,  hostility  and 
recriminations  should  be  reduced.  This 
in  turn  should  reduce  damage  to  chil- 
dren. The  research  is  unequivocal:  for 
more  damage  is  wreaked  by  parental 
conflict  than  by  separation.  Only  the 
ideologically  blind  could  have  opposed 
such  a package. 


The  East  Asian  power  game 

Sino-Soviet  harmony  will  endure:  if  grievances  are  ignored 


A BRAND  new  strategic  partnership 
was  announced  yesterday  in  Beijing  by 
Presidents  Boris  Yeltsin  and  Jiang  Ze- 
min. It  inaugurates  a “new  age”  for  the 
21st  century.  Mr  Yeltsin  piled  on  the 
hype  by  insisting  that 'T.  can’t  name  a 
single  question  on  which  we  (Russia 
and  China)  would  have  different  opin- 
ions". If  that  were  really  the  case,  Sino- 
Russian  relations  would  have  achieved 
a state  of  harmony  well  beyond  the 
reach  of  Comrades  Stalin  and  Mao. 

It  seems  to  be  the  season  for  pro- 
claiming new  partnerships  in  Asia. 
President  Clinton  was  in  Tokyo  last 
week  joining  with  Prime  Minister  Ha- 
shimoto  to  reaffirm  an  alliance  which 
would  also  be  “vital  for  the  21st  cen- 
tury”. Without  mentioning  names,  they 
talked  about  the  need  to  deal  with 
“sources  of  instability”  in  the  region. 
This  drew  a careful  response  from  Beij- 
ing, where  the  foreign  ministry  spokes- 
man said  he  “did  not  think”  that  the 
US-Japan  security  agreement  was 
aimed  at  China.  But  if  Japan  continued 
to  build  up  its  armed  forces  that  would 
require,  he  added  "vigilance  among 
other  Asian  nations”. 

The  Yeltsin  visit  to  China  is  one  way 
of  demonstrating  vigilance  on  a topic 
which,  ever  since  the  first  Sino-Japa- 
nese  War  a century  ago,  has  concerned 
Russia  as  much  as  China.  The  East 
Asian  map  demonstrates  the  persis- 
tence of  the  great  power  game  in  its 
most  classic  form.  The  line-up  may  vary 
over  time:  what  does  not  change  is  the 
need  for  the  US,  Russia,  Japan  and 


China  to  calculate  and  calibrate  their 
strategies  in  this  four-sided  contest  It 
is  not  really  such  a coincidence,  then, 
that  Mr  Yeltsin  and  Mr  Jiang  should 
have  proclaimed  their  own  new  part- 
nership just  days  after  Mr  Clinton  and 
Mr  Hashimoto  affirmed  theirs. 

The  game  is  traditionally  accompa- 
nied by  periodic  denials  that  it  exists. 
All  that  the  participants  are  interested 
in,  they  say,  is  stability  and  the  free 
exchange  erf  goods.  China  is  particu- 
larly eloquent  in  denying  that  it  has 
played  the  Russian  (or  in  the  past  the 
American)  card.  But  this  time  both 
Moscow  and  Beijing  want  their  hands 
to  be  a little  more  visible.  Mr  Yeltsin 
with  an  election  ahead  must  show  that 
the  US  can’t  take  him  far  granted.  Mr 
Jiang  runs  a party  whose  only  surviv- 
ing ideology  is  “patriotism”.  He  and  his 
army  have  been  bruised  by  US  opposi- 
tion to  their  clumsy  performance  in  the 
Taiwan  Straits. 

The  fact  remains  that,  as  the  Chinese 
stressed  yesterday,  this  is  not  an  alli- 
ance. There  are  still  some  short  but 
highly  contentious  stretches  of  border 
to  be  demarcated.  Mr  Yeltsin  gave  a nod 
to  local  Russian  objections  as  he  passed 
through  the  Maritime  province.  He 
mentioned  Chinese  illegal  guest  work- 
j ers  and  said  that  the  Far  East  would 
always  be  Russian.  China  has  never 
repudiated  Chairman  Mao’s  view  that 
large  chunks  of  it  were  ’’lost”  to  the 
Russians.  In  the  next  century  this  could 
still  be  an  area  where  there  are  neither 
eternal  allies  nor  perpetual  foes. 


Transport  policy  going  nowhere 

It  must  be  special  to  have  upset  road  lobbies  and  the  greens 


YESTERDAY’S  transport  green  paper 
will  wither  on  the  shelf  (probably  turn- 
ing really  green  in  the  process)  while 
politicians  fret  about  the  election. 
Which  is  just  as  well  because  the  pro- 
posals are  so  vague  — and  with  no  new 
resources  to  back  them  up  — that  it 
would  be  tough  to  discern  whether  they 
had  been  implemented  or  not.  The  Gov- 
ernment stresses  five  themes.  One  is  a 
switched  emphasis  from  roads  to  “pub- 
lic transport”  whatever  that  means  now 
that  the  railways  and  most  buses  are 
privatised.  Recent  decisions  to  expand 
motorway  links  around  Heathrow  while 
postponing  the  cost-effective  CrossRail 
link  across  London  are  not  reassuring. 
The  Government  regards  the  savings 
arising  from  the  collapse  of  road  build- 
ing (following  public  pressure)  to  be  an 
opportunity  to  pocket  the  savings 
rattier  than  use  them  elsewhere. 

A second  theme  — - to  reduce  depen- 
dence on  the  car  in  towns  — sounds 


great:  except  that  the  Govenunent  is 
hiving  off  the  responsibility  to  local 
authorities  (not  hitherto  among  it’s 
heroes)  while  denying  them  the  means. 
Another  theme  — better  planning  of 
transport  infrastructure  — _ will  be 
achieved  through  “integrating  more 
closely  the  regional  land  ^ use  planning 
system,  with  the  planning  of  trunk 
roads”  (well,  that  will  show  them). 
Other  themes  are  equally  vague  like 
making  better  use  of  infrastructure. 
Small  wonder  the  both  the  road  and 
environmental  lobbies  have  been  upset 
at  the  same  time. 

Even  noble  aims  — like  doubling 
cycle  use  by  2002  — need  qualification. 
A Commons  answer  the  day  before  the 
green  paper  shows  that  the  miles  cycled 
since  1984  have  dropped  from  4 billion 
to  2.7  billion  and  as  a percentage  of  all 
passenger  miles  (excluding  walking)  cy- 
cling has  halved.  Who,  pray,  has  been 
in  power  all  this  time? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Emergency  in  the  wards 


A sour  taste  of  beef,  with  the 
Government  getting  roasted 


| m ME  produce  4.000  new 
Ulf  doctors  in  the  UR 
Wm  each  year,  enough  to 
taff  our  NHS  hospitals  and 
;eneral  practice  (Doctors 
nub  hospital  jobs.  April  23). 
t is  tragic  this  government 
ias  made  working  conditions 
tnd  salaries  so  unattractive 
hat  over  30  per  emit  reject  a 
areer  in  the  NHS. 

Many  NHS  trusts  are  seduc- 
ng  doctors  and  nurses  from 
[bird  World  countries,  who 
pend  precious  resources  on 
raining  their  doctors  only  to 
ind  they  are  stolen  by  a 
wealthier  country.  This  hap- 
>ened  in  the  1960s  when  large 
lumbers  of  doctors  came  here 
!rom  India,  and  now  we  are 
loing  it  again.  It  is  disgrace- 
'll! when  all  this  Government 
leeds  to  do  is  make  the  NHS 
nore  attractive  to  UK-trained 
factors. 

We  spend  just  6 per  cent  of 
>ur  GDP  on  health,  half  the 
proportion  spent  by  almost 
•very  other  developed  nation, 
sfo  doubt  there  lies  the  source 
rf  the  problem. 

Man  B Shrank. 
/ice-President  Hospital 
Consultants  & Specialists  . . 
\ssoclation, 

£0  Crescent  Place, 
rown  Walls. 

Shrewsbury  SYl  1TQ. 

EEUNG  vacant  consultant 
■ posts  is  proving  to  be  a 
major  problem.  The  jmmedi- 
ite  reason  is  a very  signifi- 
ant  expansion  of  the  consul- 
tant grade  in  the  past  five 
rears. 

In  the  past,  if  hospitals 
wanted  an  additional  consul- 
tant then  they  had  to  go 
through  an  elaborate  pi  an- 
alog process  with  reference 
to  Manpower  Committees. 
The  purpose  of  these  was  ef- 


fectively to  stqp  consultant 
expansion,  and  this  inhibi- 
tion Has  now  been  lost.  The 
number  of  consultants  is  now 
moving  to  a far  more  sensible 
level  than  has  been  the  case 
in  the  past.  However,  the  im- 
mediate training  grade  of  the 
senior  registrar  has  been 
fixed  until  relatively  recently 
and  so  the  number  of  trainees 
for  consultant  posts  has  not 
been  able  to  rise. 

The  root  of  the  problem  lies 
as  long  ago  as  1968,  the  year  of 
publication  of  the  Todd 
Report  which  predicted  that 
by  1994  the  nation  would  need 
4,500  medical  graduates  pa- 
year.  A succession  of  govern- 
ments failed  to  implement 
fully  the  Todd  Report  and  ex- 
panded medical  school  output 
from  2,500  at  the  time  of  the 
report  to  3,500.  A deficit  of 
1,000  doctors  per  year  was 
thus  introduced. 

However,  the  replacement 
of  general  practitioners  retir- 
ing during  the  next  years  is 
going  to  create  the  most 
pressing  medical  crisis  of  all 
and  many  of  the  population 
may  find  themselves  without 
a family  doctor. 

(Dr)  David  Grimes. 
Consultant  Physician. 
2Lowerfield, 

Langho, 

Blackburn  BB6  SHE. 

THE  arbitrary  cuts  of  five 
per  cent  of  management 
posts  (Nurses  lose  jobs  in  cull 
of  bureaucrats.  April  25)  are  a 
great  burden  on  trusts  which 
are  already  efficient  and  have 
cut  management  posts.  Con- 
tract negotiations,  which  in- 
clude quality  standards  for 
patient  care,  require  much  at- 
tention, and  mechanisms  for 
reporting  the  achievement  of 
targets  met  are  at  times  elabo- 


rate. Without  changing  those 
structures  and  processes,  it  is 
almost  Impossible  for  effi- 
cient trusts  to  find  where  ad- 
ditional cuts  could  be  made 
without  losing  their 
efficiency. 

Jacqueline  FiUrins. 

Chair,  Nurse 
Executive  Forum, 

Royal  College  of  Nursing. 

20  Cavendish  Square 
London  W1M  QAB. 

I AM  a midwife  working  in  a 
busy  inner-London  hospi- 
tal. We  are  very  understaffed 
and  consequently  work  under 
a great  deal  of  pressure  Our 
problem  is'  recruiting  mid- 
wives.  The  reasons  for  this 
are  reduction  in  training 
places;  redundancies  among 
experienced  (expensive)  staff 
who  used  to  support  junior 
colleagues;  and  an  inflexibil- 
ity about  employing  qualified 
midwives  who  need  to  work 
fixed  hours  because  of  family 
commitments. 

One  of  the  most  frustrating 
aspects  is  that  each,  woman 
. who  gives 'birth  in  our  unit  Is 
worth  £2.000  to  our  hospital 
trust.  If  the  sometimes  unsafe 
and  often,  unsatisfactory  staff- 
ing levels  are  publicised  then 
women,  will  understandably 
want  to  go  elsewhere  to  have 
their  babies.  Our  unit’s  in- 
come would  drop  and  our  ser- 
vices worsen.  Neighbouring 
maternity  units,  already  tee- 
tering on  the  brink  of  similar 
dangerous  staffing  levels 
would  take  them  for  the  cash 
they  represent  Money  talks. 
It  pays  no  one  to  speak  out 
Mothers  and  babies  suffer 
and  midwives  are  at  their 
wits’end. 

Hair  Taa 
26  Kfrkstall  Road. 

London  SW2  4HF. 


WE  HEAR,  on  very  good 
authority,  that  a policy 
Is  about  to  be  announced  for  a 
“reduced  national  beef  herd” 
(UK  offers  Europe  limited  cat- 
tle slaughter,  April  25).  Have 
we  Tni«st>d  *hp  point?  The  inci- 
dence of  BSE  is  largely  a 
problem  in  the  dairy  herd 
(over  90  per  cent  of  herds 
have  had  a case).  Our  well- 
informed  ministers  cleverly 
imparted  information  on  the 
possible  link  between  BSE 
and  CJD  in  such  an  unpre- 
pared fashion  as  to  cause  a 
complete  collapse  of  beef  con- 
sumption and  a world-wide 
ham  on  UK  beef  and  beef- 
related  products.  - - 
The  Government’s  “defi- 
ance” of  EU  demands  to  take 
action  in  herds  with  a high 
Incidence  of  BSE,  and  merely 
cull  at  the  end  of  the  working 
life,  means  that  the  suply  of 
wink,  butter  and  cheese  will 
continue  (and  hence  the  trade 
balance  will  not  be  further 
disrupted)  and  further  hefty 

rompawsatinn  bills  WlQ  TIOt 

need  to  be  feqed.  The  failure 
to"  take1  adequate  measures 
which  will  satisfy  EU  and 
world  opinion  is  driven 
purely  by  economic  and  polit- 
ical.reasons  and-  is  no  longer 
about  beef  at  alL 
David  R B Cargill. 

(Dr)  Leisa  J CargilL 
Walnut  Tree  Farm, 

Benacre.  Beccles, 

Suffolk  NR347LH. 


Spare  the  child 

A/E,  mostly  teachers  and 
V parents,  are  greatly  dis- 
ayed  by  the  case  of  Richard 
ilding  (Strike  over  violent 
ipil,  April  25).  Although  we 
jmpletely  agree  that  bad  be- 
iviour  in  classrooms  is  un- 
zceptable,  we  were  not 
vare  that  the  job  of  a trade 
aion  was  to  gang  up  on  one 
lild  and  his  parents. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  pre- 
ssed strike  against  a child 
hen  it  is  a teacher’s  job  to 
sntrol  children.  Richard 
hiding  is  not  “the  child  from 
bIT.  nor  does  he  represent 
ie  "modern  malaise”.  He  is 
aly  a 13-year-old  boy. 

The  teachers  at  Glaisdale 
chool  are  not  the  only  people 
ho  are  projecting  their  prob- 
■ms  on  to  children;  being  a 
lacher  in  1996  is  a difficult 
nd  stressful  Job.  but  it  is  not 
Ichard  Wilding’s  fault  if  the 
■sources  required  to  teach 
Effectively  are  not  available. 
The  proposed  strike  in  Not- 
ngham  serves  only  to  rein- 
tree  the  vicious  and  counter- 
roductive  spiral  of  “blame 
ie  teachers  — blame  the 
arents”  that  has  dogged  the 
duration  debate  for  years, 
he  Government  blames 
tachers  for  declining  stan- 
ards,  then  teachers  blame 
arents.  Now  it  seems  badly 
ehaved  little  boys  are  behind 

He  problem. 

Neither  teachers  nor 
arents  are  to  blame  for  the 
roblem  that  Richard  Wilding 
as  come  to  represent  Nor 
hould  one  child  bear  respon- 
ibility  for  the  failure  to  de- 
Ever  high-quality  education 
3 all  What  we  all  need  is  bet- 
er-funded  education, 
temadette  Whelan. 

Vendy  Earle. 

Cate  Moorcock, 
tic  hard  Woolfenden. 

/o  223  Highbury  New  Park, 
jondon  N5  2TX. 


Please  Include  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a telephone  number. 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


Morris  dancers  take  the  floor 


ODERN  Morris  dancing 

at  its  best  is  an  exciting, 

entertaining,  creative  and 
contemporary  art  form. 

Why  then,  whenever  the 
Guardian  refers  to  Morris, 
does  It  unearth  the  self-delu- 
sions of  reactionary 
dinosaurs? 

I spoke  at  a Morris  confer- 
ence on  April  20.  on  the  theme 
of  the  poor  public  image  of 
Morris.  Of  the  80  dancers  and. 
academics  present  not  one 
would  dance  “to  ensure 
spring  rain  for  crops”. 

Tony  Forster. 

9 All  Saints  Road, 
Peterborough  PEI  2QT- 


THERE  is  concern  that 
Morris  dancing  is  becom- 
ing a 40-something  activity, 
with  few  younger  people  com- 
ing in  (foil  tolls  for  Morris 
dancers  as  plea  for  new  blood 
falls  on  stony  ground,  April 
22).  The  bulge  of  people  who 
took  up  dancing  20  years  ago 
in  the  revival  are  now  getting 
progressively  older.  Some 
teams  have  died  out  for  lack 
of  numbers. 

Janet  Dowling. 

President, 

Morris  Federation, 

47  Chestnut  Avenue, 

Ewell, 

Surrey  KT19  0SY. 


Law  is  found  guilty  of  sexism 


"THE  President  of  the  Law 
I Society’s  denial  that 
women  face  discrimination  in 
the  legal  profession  (Maver- 
ick solicitors'  leader  lays 
down  law  to  women  on  sex 
discrimination,  April  22} 
offers  further  confirmation  of 
just  how  out  of  touch  he  is. 

I welcome  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  women  being 
recruited  to  practise  as  solici- 
tors, but  the  idea  that  equality 
has  been  achieved  and  that 
discrimination  in  the  legal 
service  is  a thing  of  the  past  Is 
simply  not  borne  out  by  the 
figures.  I would  be  happy  to 
send  Mr  Meats  a copy  of  a 
written  answer  I have  Just 
received  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s Department  It  con- 
firms that  discrimination 
against  women  in  the  legal 
profession  is  alive  and  well.  Of 


the  23  Lord  Justices  of  Appeal 
appointed  in  the  last  five 
years,  none  were  women.  Of 
t be  64  High  Court  judges  and 
247  Circuit  Judges  appointed 
since  1991,  only  six  and  20 
respectively  were  women. 

It  is  precisely  because  there 
are  so  few  women  in  positions 
of  responsibility  in  our  courts 
that  women  continue  to 
receive  unacceptable  treat- 
ment at  foe  hands  of  the  legal 
service.  Victims  of  rape  are 
often  made  to  feel  it  is  they 
who  are  standing  trial 

Mr  Mears  should  be  leading 
the  call  to  root  out  discrimina- 
tion in  the  legal  profession 
rather  than  appearing  to  aid 
and  abet  it 
Tessa  JoweflMP. 

Shadow  Minister  for  Women. 
House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A0AA. 


First  the  Government  cre- 
ates a new  definition  of  tne 
word  "safe”.  Then  it  behaves 
as  if  we  still  live  in  a world  m 
which  we  can  send  the  gun- 
boats out  to  subdue  the  na- 

Foreign  consumers  will 
simply  never  buy  British  beet 
again,  no  matter  what  their 
governments  tell  them  they 
must  do.  British  consumers 
who  wish  to  eat  safely  will 
grow  out  of  the  habit  and 
their  children  will  never 
grow  into  it. 

A F litten. 

8 Parkview  Road. 

Croydon  CRO  7DE. 

ONCE  again,  with  the  pros- 
pect of  a punch-up  be- 
tween the  European  Union 
and  Great  Britain  in  the  off- 
ing, we  are  bombarded  with 
ffrmnn*  images  from  British 
history  in  which  the  villain- 
ous Euro-foe  is  vanquished  by 
the  determined  and  righteous 
efforts  of  Blighty. 

A more  suitable  reference 
might  be  that  of  the  Suez  cri- 
sis. For  now  in  matters  eco- 
nomic, as  then  in  matters  mil- 
itary, Britain  is  in  no  position 
to  enforce  its  will  and  would 
be  compelled  by  the  economic 
might  of  the  EU  to  beat  an 
ignominious  retreat. 

Shane  Diffily. 

17  Crossgates. 

Stevenage, 

Herts. 


Barclays’  policy  on  interest 


THE  article  about  my 
brother  and  me  (Lords  of 
foe  island,  April  23)  was  pub- 
lished unethically  and  cre- 
ated misleading  impressions. 
It  conspicuously  failed  to 
highlight  foe  important  feet 


that  John  Sweeney  and  the 
Guardian  Media  Group,  as 
owner  of  the  Observer  news- 
paper. are  interested  as  defen- 
dants in  foe  proceedings  men- 
tioned In  the  article. 

In  spite  of  the  disclaimers, 
it  is  clear  the  Guardian  Media 
Group  and  John  Sweeney  are 
waging  a campaign  against 
my  brother  and  me  and  in  foe 
circumstances  we  have  had  to 
bring  these  proceedings  both 
here  and  in  France  to  protect 
our  reputations  from  seri- 
ously defematory  allegations 
about  us.  and  to  protect  our 
personal  privacy,  which  is 
naturally  crucial  to  our  fam- 
ily's security. 

In  our  view  newspapers 
have  a duty  to  be  candid  to 
their  readers  when  they  are 
publishing  articles  calculated 
to  serve  their  own  interests. 
Had  you  properly  disclosed 
the  feet  that  the  author  of  the 


A Country  Diary 


article  and  your  sister  news- 
paper were  actively  engaged 
in  foe  litigation  described  in 
the  article,  your  readers 
would  have  understood  per- 
haps why  the  article  was  so 
clearly  slanted  against  us. 

A good  example  or  this  is 
the  misleading  reference  to 
our  interest  in  a company 
which  has  a small  share  in  an 
investment  fund,  part  of 
whose  portfolio  includes  the 
National  Enquirer.  This  detail 
was  lifted  from  our  complaint 
to  foe  BBC  without  explain- 
ing, as  the  full  complaint 
makes  clear,  that  my  brother 
and  I have  absolutely  no  con- 
trol whatsoever  over  the 
National  Enquirer,  let  alone 
any  of  its  articles. 

It  Is  particularly  disturbing, 
and  an  abuse  of  the  power  of 
foe  freedom  of  the  press,  to 
give  the  impression  you 
sought  to  create  that  we  are 
responsible  for  articles  invad- 
ing people's  privacy  published 
by  the  National  Enquirer. 
David  R Barclay. 

Le  Montaigne. 

7 avenue  de  Grande  Bretagne. 
Monte  Carlo  98000.  Monaco. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE:  With 
an  Easter  weds  end  houseful 
of  excited  little  grandchildren 
all  eager  to  see  and  celebrate 
foe  birth  of  a lamb,  our  flock 
-of  Herd  wicks  exercised  their 
well-known  talent  for  drama 
and  irony  and  waited  until  all 
foe  family  had  departed,  dis- 
appointed. before  the  first 
ewe  lambed.  And  it  was  Her- 
mione  who  came  first  Little 
Tallulah  was  borne,  without 
trouble,  foe  day  after  the  fam- 
ily bad  gone  their  various 
ways,  and  we  drew  breath 
and  waited  developments. 
Hermione  was  foe  ewe  who, 
two  pars  back,  rejected  her 
first-born  lamb,  tossed  it  in 
the  air  and  stalked  off  leaving 
us  several  weeks  of  bottle 
feeding.  You  can  see  why 
orphan  lambs  are  sold  off  for 
a fiver  when  you  get  into  this 
routine.  The  next  year  she 
fried  to  discriminate  between 
her  two  ram  lambs  in  favour 
of  Tom  over  Gerry.  Fortu- 
nately, Gerry  was  a very  de- 
termined tittle  ram  and  in- 
ristel  on  his  rights.  So,  how 
would  she  do  this  year?  All 
sweetness  and  light,  as  it 
teras  out  Then  a couple  of 


expensive  veterinary  intt 
ventions  proved  necessar 
Firstly  we  had  the  traumal 
birth  of  a ewe  lamb  to  Bess, 
first-time  lamber  at  two  yea 
old,  who  was  so  tight  that 
caesarian  section  seemed 
be  the  looming  option.  Th 
was  avoided  but  the  pain  ai 
stress  of  the  birth  meant  th 
she  did  not  for  over  a da 
tecognise  her  lamb.  We  h 
Just  about  cracked  that  pre 
lem  with  close  confinerae 
and  enhanced  recognltii 
strategies  when,  at  lunchtir 
on  Sunday,  poor  old  Puflbi 
— a dependable  ewe  who  h 
lambed  many  times  befoi 
showed  clear  evidence  of  i 
cipient  problems.  A veto 
nary  consultation  identifl 
the  problem  — a breech 
presentation  of  the  first 
twin  ewe  iambs  — comi 
tently  extracted  by  the  you 
vet  and  now  flourishing, 
delayed  Sunday  lunch  but ’ 
raised  a glass  to  Puffball  ai 
her  new  lambs  as  they 
tered  out  into  the  war 
spring  sunshine.  Meanwhi 
other  ewes  quietly  got  on  wi 
H as  nature  intended. 

COLIN  LUCKHURl 
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Diary 


Joanna  Coles 


MY  friend  Stephen 
Giover  becomes 
more  modest  with 
&ach  minute-  This  week,  he 
has  been  enttu-alling  Spec- 
tator readers  with  his  lofty 
thoughts  on  editors*  sala- 
ries. “How  much  Is  an  edi- 
tor ■wartHT’-be  ponders, 

crunching  the  top  of  his  Bic, 
Before  raising  his  lugnbri- 
qbs  eyebrows  at  the  ever- . 


fixra’salariesand  those  of 
tte  humble  hack.  Forgood 
measure  Glover  tosses  in  a 
few  examples:  Max  Has- 
lings  totted  up  £583,000 last  - 
year,  as  editor  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph,  while  Paul 
Dacre  at  the  Mail  lugged 
home  £500,000 and  Charlie 
“Gorbals”  Wilson  squir- 
relled away  £698,000.  “In 
many  cases  I certainly  do 
not  begrudge  them,”  Glover 
mununrs  grandly.  “How 
could  I,  having  made  some 
money  out  of  journalism?" 
How  Indeed.  Fact:  A*  co- 
founder  of  the  Independent, 
Glover  sold  his  shares  fen*  at 
least  £600,000;  on  top  of  that 
be'sTece&tiynikedbitm 
lots  of  rednndo  (a  year's  sal- 
ary twice)  and  a smart  Mer- 
cedes to  rev  up  outside  his 
lovely  Oxfordshire  home. 
Such  coyness  is  only  to  his 
credit. 

I AM  intrigued  by  a tempt- 
ing conference  on  offer 
from  the  PR  merchants 
Burson-Marsteller.  For  a 
mere  £528  per  head,  they 
promise  the  chance  to  s&gn 
up  for  a “Major  One-Day 
Policy  Conference  on  The 
Impact  ofLabour  on  Busi- 
ness, Industry  and  the 
City”.  Oddly — bearing  in 
inind  this  is  about  the  im- 
pact of  the  Labour  Party — 
only  one  ont  of  14  speakers 
advertised  actually  turns 
out  to  be  associated  with  the 
Labour  Party.  StQl,  as  the 
brochure  assures  me,  Phil 
Cole  is  a “senior  Labour 
consultant”.  Indeed  be  is- 
He  was  once  assistant 
regional  organiser  for  the 
London  Labour  party  1988- 
92-How  much  closer  to  the 
leadership  can  you  get? 

1AM  enchanted  to  hear 
that  far  from  being  dis- 
couraged by  the  stuffy 
protests  which  accompa- 
nied the  first  screening  of 
its  series  The  Underworld — 
about  the  criminal  ten- 
dency— BBC  1 is  planning 
tosnOwitagainl  Youwill 
remember  snch  endearing 
characters  as  “Mad  Fran- 
kie” Fraser,  “Tatars”  Chat- 
ham (who  stealthily  broke 
into  the  V&A  to  steal  Wei-  , 

“Genttettuuo/MeF’  ^cott^ 
Whose  Memoirs  of  a Cat 
Burglar  has  already  been 
tipped  as  a fixture  Booker 
winner.  Previous  viewers, 
however,  may  puzzle  over 
the  fact  that  the  repeat  Is 
shorter  and,  mysteriously. 
Several  of  the  other  cuddlier 
Characters  are  missing  alto- 
gether. After  investigation, 

I discover  why . They  are 
currently  awaiting  trial  far 
fresh  crimes.  

Meanwhile  Fm 
relieved  that  Terry 
Major-Ball  has  suf- 
ficiently recovered  from  his 
jet-lag  to  recount  in  detail 
his  work  schedule  from  the 
Melbourne  Flower  Show. 

On  Friday  he  was  lucky 
enough  to  visit  the  home  of 
Keith  Dnnstan,  one  of  Aus- 
tralia’s most  distinguished 
columnists,  who  now  runs  a 

winery-  ‘Tm  happy  to  say 
he’s  a fen  of  my  book  Major 
Major,”  Terry  tells  me  chat- 
tily. “Interestingly  for  me  I 
see  from  bis  autobiography. 
No  Brains  At  AU,  when  he 
came  to  England  in  1953  to 
cover  the  Coronation,  he 
and  his  wife  Jeon  lived  in 
Wellington  just  down  the 
road  from  me!  Latex  I ap- 
peared on  a variety  show 

called  Hey  Hey!  It’s  Satur- 
day! I must  confess  I enjoy 
dedng  TV  shows — maybe 
it’s  my  showbiz  genes.” 

Quite  possibly,  Terry.  Quite 
possibly. 

I’M  glad  to  see  a brief 
resurgence  of  the  Blitz 
spirit  in  Hammersmith 
on  Wednesday  night.  As  • 
Paul  Hancock,  whoUves  in 
the  row  of  houses  closest  to 
the  bomb  site,  commented  - 
to  the  Press  Assocatlon:  *T 
heard  a bang.  I looked  at  tny 
wife  and  we  raised  oar 
eyebrows.”  ...  

M Y Hollywood  friend. 

the  actor  Mok  Ndte, 
is  safely  out  ofhos- 
pw»l  after  having  Ms  scro-  . 
turn  snipped.  “Fve  bad 

tightened  up,”  be  teUs 
me  cheerfully.  “I  don’t  find 
node  scenes  difficult  butmy 
testicles  just  hung  so  low. 
Once  you’re  over  50  everf- 
thing  sags  doesn’t  it?”  In- 
deed it  does,  Mack.Indeed.it 
does.  -- 


Harlots  come  out 
to  play  again 


Commentary 


Preston 


SELDOM  in  history 
have  so  few  owed  so 
much  to  so  many.  The 
Euro-sceptics,  long  on 
noise  and  short  on  numbers, 
are  hugging  themselves  as  the 
leader  writers  pile  on  the 
column  inches;  Phone  the 
Sun  to  say  No  to  an  "Orwell- 
ian super  state".  Join  the 
Daily  Express  in  kicking 
'‘menacing,  bullying  Helmut 
Kohl"  where  it  hurts.  Stand 
firm  with  the  Daily  Telegraph 
-against  an  "irrecoverable  act 
of  national  betrayal".  Heaven 
bless  Jimmy  Goldsmith.  And 
don’t  forget  to  put  the  cafout 
The  issue,  their,  issue,  has 
finally  taken  off,  they  say.  A 
fish  course,  a.  beef  course  — 
and  newspaper  editors,  head 
waiters  upon  public  opinion, 
have  all  picked  the  same, 
menu.  The  Times,  the  Tele- 
graph, the  Sun,  the  Mail  and 
even  the  .Express  are  Euro- 
rotting  away  with  a will,  play- 


ing footsie  with  Sir  Jams,  put-  ; 
ting  thie  boot  into  the  "disas- 
ter" that  is  Johnny.  How  sen- 
tient. how  formidable,  how 
deeply  indicative!  "Can  you , 
ever  remember  such  a line 
up?"  asks  an  ecstatic  Sceptic.  ! 

Actually,  yes.  Or  rather  I 
am  reminded  of  one  by  a cou- 
ple Of  highly  wwterfaiiwlwg 
books  of  newspaper  history- 
making  out  this  week.  One  is 
Tickle  The  Public  from  your 
very  own  Matthew  Edge!  The 
other  is  The  Great  Outsiders 
by  SJ  Taylor,  a refreshingly 
jaunty  biography  of  the  first 
Lords  NorthdJffo  and  Bother- 
mere  timed  to  celebrate  100 
years  of  the  Daily  Mail—  and, 
recently  serialised  by  that 
proud  organ  with  the  trailer 
"Continuing  the.  story  of  the 
Men  who  made  the  .Mail, 

Pages  S&fTT’. 

The  story  itself  was  tnevita-  j 
bly  a touch  selective.  It  found 
no  newsprint  space  to  men- 
tion the  United  Empire  Party. 
Let  me  (with  help  from  Engel 
and  Taylor)  fill  you  in. 

As  the  20s  turned.  Lord  Bea- 
verbrook,  a rich,  ambitious 
ego  with  a lizard  charm,  held 
Stanley  Baldwin  in  rare  con- 
tempt Baldwin  was  an  ordi- 
nary bloke  as  Tory  leaders 
went:  as  ordinary  as,  well, 
John  Major.  Beaverbrook  and 
his  unlikely  mate  Bother- 
mere,  kings  of  the  Express. 


O 


Mail  and  much  else  besides, 
got  together. 

Hie  Beaver  had  an  issue.  It 
was  called  Empire  Free  Trade 
(with  protectionist  barriers 
against  every  one  else)  — a 
wounding  re-run  of  the  trade 
debate  that  had  driven  Con- 
servatives hairless  for  a cen- 
tury. There  was  thus  an  Em- 
pire Crusade,  and  a. "party” 
to  match,  when  Baldwin  first 
half-promised  to  a bold  a ref- 
erendum on  food  taxes,  and 
then  changed  his  rttinfl- 
- “British  manufacturers  and 
British  workpeople  are  turn- 
ing out  the  best  goods  to  be 
bought  in  the  world",  a Mail 
leader  intoned  on  day  one. 
But  our  home  politicians 
were  letting,  them  down 
whilst  “foreign  countries'* 
played  dirty.  The  Express 
issued  ' “First  Marching 
Orders”  to  its  fledgeling  "Cru- 
saders”. Express  readers 
were  required  to  eat  the  new 
Imperial  loaf  — “Empire 
Wheat,  British  mills  in  Brit- 
ish bread". 

The  movement,  as  Sally 
Taylor  observes,  "preyed  on 
people's  fears:  that  foreign 
businessmen  were  getting  the 
upper  hand,  that  foreign  food- 
stuflb  of  all  ltindg  were  driv- 
ing the  local  fanner  out  of 
business,  that  Britain  was  on 
the  skids  and  only  draconian 
measures  could  stop  the 


slide".  In  a world  where 
"people  often  didn't  know’ 
what  to  believe  — here  was 
something". 

Bea  verb  rook's  shell  party 
did  well  in  some  local  elec- 
tions. “The  Empire  wins 
South  Paddington"  trumpeted 
an  Express  headline.  It 
pushed  the  Conservatives 
Into  a humiliating  third  in 
the  Islington  byelection.  The 
press  line-up  from  the  Beaver- 
brook/Rotherm  ere  stable  in 
an  age  before  television  (or 
even  John  Humphrys)  was 
absolutely  formidable:  ihe 
Sunday  and  Daily  Express, 
the  Mail,  the  Evening  News, 
the  Standard,  the  Daily  Mir- 
ror, the  Dispatch,  the  Sunday 
Poet  Rupert  would  love  Tony 
to  allow  him  such  critical 

m»gg 

Baldwin,  meanwhile,  was 


One  acrid 
sentence  burst  the 
balloon  of  self- 
importance  and 
mischief  and 
rampant  ambition 

nervelessly  tottering  an  the. 
brink  of  resignation.  The 
Mail  launched  a killer  strike 
an  his  betrayal  of  his  old  dad. 
And  then? 

Then  Baldwin,  with  a little 
help  from  Rudyard  Kipling, 
made  , a byelection  speech 
which  ended  with  almost  the 
only  quote  of  his  anybody 
remembers.  “What  the  pro- 
prietorship of  these  papers  is 
aiming  at  Is  power,  and  power 
without  responsibility  — the 
prerogative  of  the  harlot 
throughout  the  ages". 

One  acrid  sentence  burst 
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Losing  their  grip 


The  Government  is  staggering 
from  one  crisis  to  another  under 
the  weak  leadership  of  John 
Major,  argues  Michael  White. 
Things  can’t  go  on  like  this 


IT  IS  not  often  that  Sir 
George  Gardiner,  Tory 
MP  for  Reigate,  speaks 
for  the  nation.  But  in 
this  week’s  edition  of 
the  Surrey  Mirror,  the  Think- 
ing Plotter's  Plotter  observes, 
without  apparent  irony, 
"Soane  of  these  people  must 
have  a death  wish.”  . 

Sir  George  was  referring  to 
Tories  in  his  constituency 
who  are  trying  to  deselect 
him  for  excessive  Euroeceptt- 
cism  and  other  - thought 
crimes.  But  he  could  have 
been  talking  about  anyTram- 
ber  of  colleagues  at  Westmin- 
ster-in  assorted  pen  mutations. 

It  was  rightwing  pro-family 
Tories  who  -engineered 
Wednesday  night’s  defeat  on 
the  divorce  bill,  which  minis- 
ter inei^  tried  to  shrug  off 
yegterday  — that-  is,  those 
ministers  who  did  not  actu- 


ally vote  Hoar  the  defeat  (34  of 
them,  four  of  cabinet  rank, 
plus  131  backbenchers! 

It  was  also  rightwingers 
who  staged  a publicity  coup 

for  Tain  Dun  can-Smith’s 
token  bill  to  tame  the  powers 
of  the  European  Court  of  Jus-, 
tice.  Defeated  by  83  votes  to  77 
mainly  Tory  and  Unionist 
votes,. the  event  was  of  mar- 
ginal symbolic  importance. 
Yet  it  led  Wednesday’s  Times 
and  Telegraph. 

By  the  same  token,  it  was 
the  leftish  Kan  Clarke  who 
predicted  that  Staffs  SE  would 
be  the ' byelection  which 
restored  the  ferirgood  fector, 
and*  Stephen  Darrell 

and  Michael  Hesettma  who: 
raised  expectation  erf  “retalia- 
tory”' steps  against  Europe 
over  the  beef  ban,  only'  to 
climb  down  when  the  lawyers 
said  It  might  be  tricky.  At 


least  it  was  according  to  the 
tea-room  gossips,  dutifully 
retailed  in  the  Tory  tabloids 
this  week  even  as  it  was 
stoutly  denied  by  the  two 
ministers.'  allies.  It  does  not 
take  long  to  trace  the  gossip. 
"Hezza  was  mere  aggressive 
than  one  would  have  ex- 
pected: fiie  populist  side  of 
him  came  out,”  they  mutter 
unhelpfully.  “Well,  it  wasn't  a 
bad  way  for  DorreQ  to  play  a 
right-of-centre  card,  was  it  ?” 
they  murmur.  They  said  the 
same  when  the  Health  Secre- 
tary, a hfanirtow  family  maw, 
joined  Michael  Howard,  Peter 
t .nifty  and  William  Hague  in 
the  pro-family  lobby  over 
divorce. 

Riddle:  what  do  they  have 
in  common?  Leadership 
hopes.  Nat  quite  true,  but 
never  mind.  That  is  how  the 
game  is  being  played.  Sir 
George  is  right  After  three 
years  of.  protracted  crisis, 
staggering  from  (me  to  an- 
other like  a drunk  on  a pub 

crawl,  the  Government 
benches  are  indeed  gripped 
by  a Death  Wish,  the  like  of 
which  has  not  been  seen  since 
Labour  relapsed  into  civil 
war  in  file  late  70s.  Indeed  the 
mood  around  Westminster  is 


much  the  same,  except  that 
changing  lifestyles,  new  pro- 
cedures (not  to  mention  office 
space)  and  the  dearth  of  gov- 
ernment business  frequently 
make  the  place  eerily  empty. 
There  have  been  no  three-line 
whips  this  week  and  only  396 
MPs  actually  voted  on  the 
fetefhl  divorce  clause. 

Those  who  believe  they  can 
paint  Tony  Blair  as  a shallow 
cynic,  closet  leftist  even,  and 
still  win  the  coming  election 
are  fewer  by  the  day,  and 
mainly  senior  ministers  too 
long  in  their  limos.  Those 
who  just  want  to  get  it  over 
(though  not  before  pensions 
and  pay  are  upgraded  in 
June)  are  growing.  Those  who 
relish  the  fight  for.  the  party's 
soul  and  the  post-Major  suc- 
cession are  bard  at  work.  It  is 
the  Tory  sceptics,  not  the  pro- 
verbial pragmatists,  who* 
hang  around  the  lobbies  talk- 
ing up  their  campaigns,  just 
as  the  Bennites  did  in.  the  70s. 

- With  hindsight  this  may  be 
the  week  when  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  tilted  decisively 
away  from  file  Majorlte  bal- 
ancing act — so  evident  in  his 
Institute  of  Directors  speech 
midweek  — towards  a nation- 
alist posture,  English  nation- 
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the  balloon  of  self-importance 
and  mischief  and  rampant 
ambition. 

The  party  of  the  Empire 
faded  as  swiftly  in  defeat  as 
any  of  Ross  Perot's  confec- 
tions. And  a chastened  Roth- , 
ermere  chatted  privately  to 
one  of  his  editors.  Tbe  non- ' 
sense  talked  about  newspaper 
power,  be  said  wanly,  was  ; 
“nauseating”,  reflections  of  a I 
total  fallacy.  "How  could  I : 
have  any  illusions  on  this  I 
score  after  the  way  Baldwin  i 
managed  to  survive  years  of 
the  most  bitter  attacks  on  his 
muddle-headed  policies?” 

I make  no  galumphing 
parallels.  Sir  Jams,  lizard 
smile  apart,  is  not  the  Beaver. 
(He.  after  all,  1s  only  a failed 
press  lord.)  This  referendum 
Is  not  that  referendum.  Bald- 
win is  not  quite  John  Major. 
The  Empire  is  a cold  heap  of 
ashes.  But  cynically  Canned 
fear  of  foreigners?  The  run- 
ning of  diseased  sheep  brains 
up  every  handy  flagpole?  The 
facile  garbage  of  xenophobia? 
The  prevailing  mood  of  flail- 
ing disquiet?  The  bunt  for  be- 
lief in  something*.  The  mock 
populism  of  young  leader 
writers  in  waistcoats  putting 
down  the  phone  to  Los  Ange- 
les and  waxing  patriotic 
about  an  England  they  would 
never  dream  of  holidaying  In? 
The  assumption  that,  because 
everybody  is  writing  it. 
everybody  in  the  streets  must 
be  saying  It? 

The  querulous  Major,  alas, 
doomed  only  to  de- 
nounce about  shits  in  private 
and  cloud  cuckoo-lands  in 
public.  Neither  the  phrases 
nor  the'  phlegm.  I suppose, 
after  a warm  beer  and  fish 
fingers,  he  thinks  Kipling  was 
the  chap  who  made  the  cakes. 

Tickle  The  Public  is  published  by 
Goliancz:  The  Great  Outsiders 
by  Weidenfeld.  Both  £20 


alist,  that  is.  Why?  For  sev- 
eral reasons,  of  which  Mr 
Dun  can -Smith's  10- minute- 
rule  bill  is  only  one  element 

Sir  James  Goldsmith,  rich, 
reactionary  and  magnifi- 
cently irresponsible,  set  up 
camp  at  the  Dorchester  to 
woo  opinion-formers  and 
wreck  the  cohesion  of  the 
party.  John  Redwood  duly 
paid  a wary  call. 

Meanwhile  the  ailing  Daily 
Express  finally  succumbed  to 
MJD,  that  myopic  form  of 
Mad  Journalism  Disease, 
which  means  the  pro-Europe- 
ans can  expect  no  more 
column  inches  there  than 
they  get  In  the  rest  of  the  Tory 
pack.  “Win  the  Sun  back 
Blair  at  the  election?"  is  now 
a question  on  MPs’  Ups. 

None  of  which  need  matter 
decisively  if  what  remains  of 
the  Government  showed  any 
sign  of  firmnwiK  of  purpose. 
Alas  for  Mr  Major,  it  has 
never  been  his  strong  suit. 
The  mishandling  of  the  div- 
orce bill  Is  a classic  case  in 
point  Tory  MPs  were  out- 
raged by  Tony  Blair's  cheap 
point-scoring  at  Question 
Time  yesterday.  “It  was  a free 
vote.  How  can  that  be  a defeat 
for  the  Government! ” ask 
ministers.  Quite  easily,  actu- 
ally. 

Yes,  Mr  Major  signalled  a 
free  vote  on  the  bill’s  "mat- 
ters of  conscience"  last  No- 
vember, though  the  difference 
between  a waiting  period  of 
12  or  18  months  is  hardly  one 
of  profound  principle.  Be- 
sides, it  was  a Government 
hill  which  34  ministers  op- 
posed. 

IN  THE  bad  old  days,  I 
before  market  Stalinism  i 
gripped  the  legislative  1 
process,  Labour  cabinets 
encouraged  back- 
benchers to  introduce  divorce 
or  abortion  hills.  Over  Sunday 
trading  and  lower  abortion 
tirnas  even  Mr  Major's  busi- 1 
ness  managers  arranged  for 
MPs  to  vote  on  a series  of1 
options.  It  can  be  finessed.  On 
Wednesday  it  wasn’t  Natu- 
rally, the  party,  ha  the  shape 
of  the  chairman.  Brian  Ma- 
whinney,  blames  the  Govern- 
ment too  — “I  told  you  so”  — 
though  not  even  Dr  Mawhin- 
ney  could  have  predicted  that 
the  Dally  Mail  would  have 
turned  Lord  Chancellor 
Mackay  into  a fiendish  cross 
between  Steve  Noiris  and  the 
late  Jimmy  Hendrix. 

As  for  the  five-week-old 
beef-crisis,  the  sceptics  think 
it  is  the  defining  moment 
when  voters  coalesce  around 
their  analysis.  Clearly  the 
tabloid  circulation  managers 
think  the  same,  though  most 
of  them  also  thought  John 
Redwood  would  topple  Mr 
Major  last  July. 

Like  the  Goldsmith  bubble 
it  is  intoxicating  fantasy.  But 
their  bitterness  over  the  cabi- 
net’s Grand  Old  Duke  of  York 
tactics  is  understandable. 
Why  should  Tory  MPs  believe 
promises  to  deploy  unspeci- 
fied “other  options"  if  Europe 
proves  unreasonable  over  the 
beef  ban?  We  have  been  here 
before,  over  fish,  over  bud- 
gets, over  qualified-majority 
voting.  “It  requires  will- 
power to  gum  up  the  works  in 
Brussels  for  three  weeks,  as 
de  Gaulle  used  to  do  to  get  his 
way.  We  don’t  have  it."  say 
the  sceptics.  Will-power  or 
talent,  actually.  Both  are 

faftlring. 

What  Major  shows  no  sign 
of  doing  yet  is  throwing  In  the 
toweL  That  could  change.  He 
is  a proud,  prickly  man  and 
by  flushing  out  Redwood  last 
summer -he  managed  to  kill 
off  the  leadership  issue.  It  has 
not  done  him  much  good. 

Two  options  remain  If  he  is 
to  aroid  staggering  to  disaster 
next  spring.  He  could  resign 
the  premiership  as  he  has 
hinted.  Or  he  could  engineer 
a sudden  election  gamble  to 
try  and  wrong-foot  Blair. 
Things  cannot  go  on  like  this. 


Bel  Littlejohn 

THERE'S  one  thing  we 
can  all  agree  on.  She's  a 
lovely  lady.  A truly 
lovely,  lovely  lady.  One  of  the 
loveliest  ladies  in  modern 
politics.  With  her  Brummie 
wit  and  rough-and-ready 
Brummie  charm.  Clare  Short 
doesn't  have  an  enemy  in  the 
House,  except  for  those  who 
can't  stand  her.  But  she’s  got 
to  learn  that  being  lovely  isn't 
everything  when  it  comes  to 
winning  elections.  To  put  it 
kindly,  1 sometimes  wish 
she'd  take  more  notice  of  that 
timely  catchphrase,  first 
coined  by  the  late,  great  Nye 
Be  van:  “Why  don't  you  just 
shut  your  big  fet  gob?" 

But  as  I was  saying.  Clare 
Short’s  a lovely  lady.  I’ve 
known  her  for  nearly  two  de- 
cades now  — that’s  almost  20 
years  in  metric.  She  first  rose 
to  feme  way  back  in  thB  early 
70s  as  Clare  Long,  the  Brum- 
mie with  the  heart  of  gold  who 
oo-managed  the  hairdressing 
salon  at  the  Crossroads  Motel 
with  Vera  Downend  In  the 
long-running  TV  series  of  the 
same  name.  Vera  was  the 
toughie,  the  hard-headed  busi- 
nesswoman, and  Clare  was 
file  more  reckless  and  impul- 
sive one,  given  to  shouting  her 
mouth  off  at  customers  and 
then  regretting  it  later. 

It  led  to  that  special  sort  of 
friction  which  is  the  stuff  of 
TV  drama.  In  one  memorable 
episode,  first  broadcast  on  No- 
vember 11, 1974,  the  proprietor 
of  the  entire  Crossroads  com- 
plex, Meg  Richardson,  played 
by  the  late  Noele  Gordon, 
drops  into  the  salon  for  a 
quick  perm.  Anyway.  Vera 
Downend  Is  making  a tremen- 
dous fuss  of  her  boss,  when 
the  headstrong  Clare  once 
again  puts  her  foot  in  it  “Bli- 
mey," she  pipes  up.  "With  a 
face  like  yours,  I don't  know 
why  you  bother." 

In  another  episode  — first 
broadcast  six  months  later,  in 
May,  1975  — the  then  Home 
'Secretary,  Roy  Jenkins,  on  a 
whistle-stop  tour  of  Birming- 
ham, has  railed  in  at  the  salon 
on  a fact-finding  tour  of  small 
businesses  in  the  Midlands. 
Greatly  impressed  by  what  he 
sees  in  the  salon,  the  Home 
Secretary  agrees  to  a quick 
trim  Vera  Downend  already 
has  her  hands  full  with  a cli- 
ent so  she  deputes  the  lovely, 
headstrong  Clare  to  see  to  the 
Home  Secretary. 

The  Home  Secretary  seems 
to  be  accepting  Clare's  rough 
Brummie  banter  (“Blimey, 
Roy  — you’re  fet  and  no  mis- 
take!”) with  equanimity.  But 
then  the  time  comes  to  present 
him  with  the  bill.  In  a hur- 
riedly whispered  conversa- 
tion, Vera  tells  Clare  that  the 
Home  Secretary’s  trim  is  "cm 


the  house".  But  Clare  isn’t 
having  any  of  it.  She  wants  to 
charge  Him  double.  "Any  road 
up,  'e  can  afford  it,  can't  ’eT* 
she  exclaims  in  ho*  lovely 
Brummie  accent. 

At  this  point,  the  Home  Sec- 
retary. who  has  overheard 
their  negotiations,  steps  into 
the  debate.  “I’m  sure  we  ran 
awwive  at  some  weasonable 
compwomlse,"  he  purrs.  Vera 
then  reminds  them  both  erf  the 
principles  of  collective  respon- 
sibility. Clare,  she  maintains, 
has  spoken  out  of  turn.  Clare 
stands  corrected,  the  Home 
Secretary  leaves  without  pay- 
ing a penny  and  Vera  reestab- 
lishes her  authority.  At  this. 
Clare  exits  in  a huff  just  as 
Benny  — played  by  the  strug- 
gling young  actor  John  Pres- 
cott — enters  wearing  his  fam- 
iliar woolly  hat.  "Blimey  — 
what's  up  with  ’er?”  he  asks. 
Vera  explains  the  position. 
“Well  In  my  opinion,"  con- 
cludes Benny  with  a shake  erf 
his  head,  "you  come  to  a col- 
lective agreement  about  some- 
thing, you  have  a responsi- 
bility to  observe  it.  If  not, 
Clare'd  better  reconsider  her 
future  in  this  salon.”  The  cam- 
era freezes  on  the  shocked 
fece  of  Vera.  Theme  music. 
Titles.  End  of  episode. 

Stirring  stuff  prophetic  in 
its  way.  and  it  has  remained 
in  my  mind  ever  since.  Who'd 
*ve  thought  that,  21  years 
later,  the  very  same  couple  — 
John  and  Clare  — both  of 
them  having  left  Crossroads 
Motel  so  many  moons  ago  and 
both  now  occupying  senior  po- 
sitions at  the  heart  of  New 
Labour,  should  once  again 
| come  to  blows  In  such  similar 
circumstances? 


AS  Peter  Mandelson  has 
already  made  plain. 
New  Labour  ain't  about 
anything  if  it  ain't  about  low- 
ering taxes  for  the  better-off 
and  it's  high  time  Clare  — 
lovely,  headstrong  Clare  — 
began  to  realise  this.  If  ever 
we’re  going  to  be  able  to  do 
anything  to  help  the  poor,  the 
homeless,  the  elderly,  the  sick 
and  the  underprivileged,  it'll 
only  be  after  we  have  done 
something  to  assist  the  aver- 
age healthy  young  femfly  with 
two  cripplingly  expensive 
homes,  whopping  financial 
outgoings  and  the  additional 
burden  of  two  or  more  child- 
ren in  private  education. 

Strictly  between  you  and 
me.  Tony  and  John  have 
asked  me  to  keep  a gentle  eye 
on  Clara  It's  for  her  own  good. 
She's  got  one  helluva  lot  to 
offer  New  Labour  in  toms  of  a 
bubbly  personality,  but 
frankly  polities  is  just  not  her. 
Clare’s  future  in  file  New 
Labour  shadow  cabinet 
remains  assured,  but  from 
now  on  in  the  brand-new  posi- 
tion of  “Trade  and  Industry 
Spokesperson  (Staples)”. 
Okay,  she  might  seek  to  use 
her  new  position  to  argue  for 
free  staples  for  the  disabled,  or 
more  expensive  staples  for  the 
better-off  But  we  can  handle 
it  After  all.  every  government 
needs  its  hot-heads,  and  hot- 
heads don't  come  any  lovelier 
than  Clare. 


p >F  ‘ 4 

L id-  - 


He's  chained  up  through  Ms  sensitive  nose  and  made  to  wade 
on  ratfAptpMM,  whilst  the  back  of  his  legs  are  Mr  in  time 
to  music.  Onlookers  taunt  him  and  force  Mm  to  drink  beec. 
Why?  Because  they're  teaching  Mm  to  'dance'  for  tourists 
who  pay  to  watch  his  nganfMtntf  waltz. 

The  World  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Animals  (W5M) 
rescues  ‘dancing  bears’  and  takes  them  to  sanctuaries 
where  they  can  be  free  of  pain  and  suffering.  But  we 
can’t  carry  out  our  fife  moving  work  without  the  support  of 
people  Hke  you.  Yoor  gift  of  Just  £10,  or  whatever  you  can 
afford,  win  help  cot  the  chains  of  laaocant  aahnpf. 
So  please  send  your  donatkM  today.  He's  counting  on  you. 

YES,  I WANT  TO  CUT  THE  CHAINS! 

Plena  m bi  tb*  dttalli  baton 


H— 1>  iyr  JomMwi  cf  f .. . . 

(PI— m payHB  WWtWcr  nnapton  tH»CTnanwdfltJ<l«  briwuj 


Please  send  this  completed  form  and  your  donation 
to:  WSFft.  Dept  AUL9,  freepost  NH2604. 
Northampton,  NN3  68R.  No  stamp  ig  naeded. 
THANK  YOU.  IfcsWwd  Owfly  Ha JflaBOO 


SeHMriThrS. 
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General  Tran  Van  Tra 

banger 
man  of 
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General  Tran 
Van  Tra.  who  has 
died  in  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City  aged  77. 
was  the  command- 
er of  the  victorious  commu- 
nist army  in  the  southern  half 
of  South  Vietnam  during  the 
spring  of  1975.  He  was  a bril- 
liant military  leader,  the 
equal  of  the  far- better  known 
Vo  Nguyen  Giap.  who  led  the 
successful  war  against  the 
French  and  is  generally  con- 
sidered one  of  the  century's 
great  generals. 

The  official  Vietnamese 
statement  on  his  death  de- 
scribed him  as  "absolutely 
faithful"  to  the  Communist 
Party,  but  Tra  was  anything 
but  docile  and  disciplined. 
Like  most  great  military  strat- 
egists, he  was  daring  and 
thoroughly  sceptical  of  con- 
ventional wisdom.  He  was  in 
difficulty  with  Party  leaders 
in  Hanoi  for  most  of  the  last  20 
years  of  his  life,  and  a continu- 
ous source  of  public  embar- 
rassment to  them.  He  was  a 
communist  but  also  a thor- 
ough nonconformist  — not 
made  of  wood,  but  a real 
person. 

In  the  autumn  of  1974.  Tra 
strongly  opposed  the  more 
restricted  and  far  less  ambi- 
tious military  campaign  that 
the  army’s  c hi ef-of- staff.  Van 
Tien  Dung,  proposed.  Tra  was 
certain  that  the  generals  liv- 
ing in  Hanoi  had  no  real  sense 
of  the  Saigon  army's  abysmal 


Letter 


morale,  and  that  they  could 
only  unimaginatively  com- 
pare weapons  on  each  side.  He 
forced  their  hand  on  the  scope 
and  timing  of  the  campaign, 
but  he  also  ignored  many  of 
the  restrictions  they  at- 
tempted to  impose  on  him. 

The  huge  Saigon  army  cap- 
sized and  abandoned  most  of 
the  country  without  fighting, 
and  in  sis  weeks  the  war 
ended  in  one  of  the  greatest 
victories  in  the  history  of 
modem  warfare  — at  least  a 
year  before  the  Party’s 
stunned  leaders  thought 
possible. 

General  Dung  immediately 
wrote  a memoir  taking  most 
of  the  credit  deeply  alienating 
many  generals  and  Party  lead- 
ers in  the  south  thereby.  Tra 
spent  the  next  years  writing 
his  own  five- volume  history  oT 
the  war  to  set  the  record 
straight  The  army’s  censors 
locked  up  the  manuscript  but 
his  friends  in  the  southern 
Party  defied  them  and  printed 
the  volume  dealing  with  the 
end  of  the  war. 

The  work  was  banned,  but 
not  before  it  sold  widely.  US 
intelligence  immediately 
translated  what  is  a remark- 
ably graphic  account  of  the 
reality  and  tension  of  leaders, 
vain  and  arrogant  men  among 
them,  in  deep  conflict  with 
each  other.  The  book  also  con- 
firms how  wars  inevitably 
transcend  all  those  who  at- 
tempt to  lead  them,  commu- 


Nonconfonnist  leader  — Tra’s  history  of  the  war  was  locked  up  by  the  authorities 


nists  or  otherwise,  and  it  shat- 
ters the  myth  of  an  omnipo- 
tent and  omniscient  Party. 

Tra's  powerful  unautho- 
rised history  of  the  war's  end 
is  the  most  influential  written 
by  a communist  Dung  and 
many  of  the  Party's  leaders 
were  portrayed  in  irreverent 
often  derisory  terms. 

The  remaining 

manuscript  has 
never  been  printed. 
But  Tra's  prestige 
among  many  older 
communists,  especially  in  the 
army,  grew  even  larger,  not 
the  least  because  General 
Dung’s  many  critics  within 
the  military  were  eager  to  set 
the  record  straight.  Dung 
eventually  was  removed  from 
the  army  and  the  politburo  in 
disgrace. 

Tra’s  next  conflict  with  the 
official  Part>'  came  when  he 
became  the  best-known  leader 
of  over  100  retired  senior  offi- 


cers and  Party  leaders  who 
formed  an  unauthorised  veter- 
ans' organisation  in  1987, 
which  quickly  spread  among 
disgruntled  communist  for- 
mer soldiers  and  cadres 
throughout  the  south.  Initially 
the  group  was  intended  to  de- 
fend the  interests  of  millions 
of  veterans  who  have  suffered 
from  the  new  “market” 
reforms,  which  reduced  social 
welfare  and  pensions  drasti- 
cally, but  in  the  process  they 
took  up  the  massive  corrup- 
tion accompanying  these  inno- 
vations and  also  supported  a 
small  pro-democratic  minor- 
ity within  the  Party  leader- 
ship. The)'  even  published 
their  own  journal,  which  was 
soon  banned. 

At  this  point  Tra  was  poten- 
tially a very  dangerous  man. 
since  his  credentials  and  pres- 
tige were  unrivalled.  He  em- 
bodied revolutionary  legiti- 
macy. and  disgruntled, 
abandoned  communists 


looked  to  him  for  leadership. 
He  had  the  respect,  even  awe 
of  important  senior  officers 
within  the  army  itself;  and  the 
army  has  since  evolved  into 
the  most  important  group 
within  the  government 
strongly  opposed  to  "market 
socialism”. 

Indeed,  it  now  publicly 
writes  about  corruption  far 
more  strongly  than  Tra’s 
group  ever  dared  eight  years 
ago.  Few  like  him  — a known 
fighter  with  impeccable  cre- 
dentials and  charisma  — have 
existed  in  the  history  of  com- 
munist Vietnam. 

In  the  spring  of  1990  Tra's 
group  was  banned  and  an  offi- 
cial veterans  alternative  to  it 
created.  Tra  was  not  molested 
directly,  but  several  dozen 
Party  dissidents  were 
harassed  and  confined  to  their 
bouses  or,  in  a few  cases,  ar- 
rested. Tra  was  by  then  ill  and 
obviously  tired;  he  remained 
critical  of  much  that  the  Party 


was  doing  but  he  very  much 
wanted  to  set  the  historical  re- 
cord straight  His  relationship 
to  the  new  official  organisa- 
tion was  ambiguous. 

Tran  Van  Tra  hoped,  even 
expected,  that  the  banned  por- 
tions of  his  authoritative  per- 
sonal account  of  the  war 
would  eventually  be  pub- 
lished. If  they  are  ever 
released  in  the  form  he  wrote 
them,  this  remarkably  origi- 
nal personality  will  fight  one 
last  battle.  Tran  Van  Tra, 
ironically,  may  perhaps  yet 
come  back  to  haunt  some  of 
the  officials  -who  upon  his 
death  deluged  him  with  insin- 
cere eulogies.  He  remains  a 
dangerous  man 


Gabriel  KoHco 

Kofko  is  the  author  ol  Anatomy 
of  War,  a history  of  the  Vietnam 
war  (published  by  I B Tauris) 


General  Tran  Van  Tra,  soldier, 
bom  1918;  died  April  20, 1996 


Brian  Baxter  writes : I was 
sorry  that  shortage  of  space 
meant  the  truncation  of  my 
obituary  notice  on  David 
Shipman  [April  24),  especially 
references  to  his  major  his- 
tory of  the  cinema  and  his 
book  celebrating  its  cente- 
nary. Also  his  work  as  a 
broadcaster,  lecturer  and 
journalist  And  his  work  with 
the  NFT  as  a fellow  consul- 
tant and  programmer.  On  a 
happier  note  I’d  like  to  cor- 
rect the  assumption  that  his 
biography  of  Fred  Astaire 
would  remain  incomplete.  His 
companion  and  collaborator 
Felix  Brenner  tells  me  that  be 
intends  to  complete  the  work 
they  began  last  year  for  publi- 
cation as  planned  before 
David's  sudden  death. 


Birthdays 


John  Battle,  Labour  MP.  45: 
Carol  Burnett,  actresss.  co- 
medienne and  singer.  60: 
Charlie  Chester,  comedian. 
82:  David  Coleman,  sports 
commentator.  70;  Jack  Doug- 
las. actor  and  comedian.  69; 
Sir  Gordon  Downey,  parlia- 
mentary ethics  watchdog.  68; 
Duane  Eddy,  guitarist.  58; 
Jimmy  GiufCre,  Jazz  clarinet- 
ist and  composer,  76;  Justin 
Gosling,  philosopher,  princi- 
pal. St  Edmund  Hall.  Oxford. 
66:  Prof  Margaret  Go  wing, 
scientific  historian.  75;  Sm- 
art Higgins,  editor,  the  Sun, 
40;  Sir  James  Holt,  medieval 
historian.  74:  Dr  Lynne 
Jones.  Labour  MP.  45;  Dr 
Anne  McLaren,  biologist  69: 
Prof  Wilfrid  Mellers,  com- 
poser. 82:  Sir  Oliver  Millar, 
former  Surveyor  of  the 
Queen's  Pictures.  73;  Peter 
Schaufuss.  director  of  hallct, 
Deutsche  Oper.  Berlin.  46; 
Dame  Margaret  Scott, 
founding  director.  Australian 
Ballet  School.  74;  Kathleen 
(Koo)  Stark,  actress,  photog- 
rapher, 40:  Roger  Taylor, 
rock  drummer.  36;  Andrea 
Temesvari,  tennis  player.  30; 
Dr  Ian  Twtnn.  Conservative 
MP.  46:  Derek  Waring,  actor. 
66:  Morris  West,  novelist.  80. 


Francois- Regis  Bastide 


France’s  ambassador  of  culture 


FRANCOIS- REGIS  Bas- 
tide. who  has  died  aged 
69.  was  famous  In 
France  for  a radio  pro- 
gramme. Le  Masque  et  la 
Plume.  Every  Sunday  evening 
from  1952  onwards  millions  of 
French  people  would  listen  to 
an  hour-long  discussion  in 
which  four  critic  would  dis- 
cuss the  latest  films,  plays, 
books  and  exhibitions. 

Bastide  would  handle  his 
speakers  neatly,  sometimes 
encouraging  the  violent  de- 
nunciations with  which  one 
critic  would  greet  anything 
experimental,  sometimes 
tempting  a more  timid 
speaker  to  be  more  assertive. 
He  also  presented  the  corre- 
spondence which  his  pro- 
gramme aroused  and  thereby 
maintained  contact  with 
some  of  his  vast  audience. 
But  however  popular  and 
respected  he  was.  it  was  as- 
tonishing that  with  the  ad- 
vent of  the  socialist  govern- 
ment in  1981.  he  was 
appointed  ambassador  to  Den- 
mark. 

To  British  eyes  this  showed 
how  French  governments 
were  on  their  knees  to  what 
they  thought  to  be  culture.  No 
British  government,  we  think 
proudly,  would  feel  obliged  to 
appoint  the  presenter  of  Start 
the  Week  as  ambassador  to 
Stockholm. 

But  the  truth  is  that  Fran- 
Cols-Regis  Bastide  was  an  ex- 
traordinary man.  Bom  in 
Biarritz  in  1926  he  volun- 
teered to  join  the  Free  French 
army  after  it  had  returned  to 
France  in  1944.  He  fought  in 
Germany  and  was  awarded 
the  Croix  de  Guerre.  In  1947 
he  became  musical  director  of 
Snrrebruck  radio.  He  was  al- 
ways an  accomplished  musi- 
cian. both  as  a pianist  and,  in 
his  large  house  in  Biarritz,  as 
an  organist.  In  1947.  too.  he 
published  his  first  novel. 
Lcttrc  de  Baviere.  which  was 
about  his  war  experiences  in 
Germany,  and  which  was  par- 


ticularly noticed  for  its  criti- 
cisms of  the  way  in  which  the 
French  behaved  in  Germany 
and  for  its  description  of  life 
with  a Moroccan  unit  of  the 
French  army. 

Shortly  afterwards  he 
began  his  work  with  French 
radio,  when  he  wrote  an  adap- 
tation of  Flaubert's  Education 
Sentimentale  before  moving 
on  to  Le  Masque  et  la  Plume. 
Further  novels  followed.  At 


the  same  time  he  began  to  in- 
terest himself  in  French 
socialism,  not  so  much  via 
the  official  party  as  by  those 
who  were  on  the  fringes.  Crit- 
ics would  say  that  he  became 
one  of  the  smart  radical  chic 
set  who  surrounded  Francois 
Mitterrand,  but  others  would 
point  out  that  he  was  equally 
friendly  with  the  more  inde- 
pendent Michel  Rocard. 

His  activities  in  local  poli- 


tics became  more  official  in 
1976  when  Mitterrand  ap- 
pointed him  to  head  a com- 
mission examining  relations 
between  television  and  cul- 
ture. It  could  be  said  that  his 
position  in  the  literary  world 
became  more  official,  too, 
when  he  became  a member  of 
the  jury,  awarding  the  annual 
MMicis  prize. 

As  ambassador  to  Copenha- 
gen, he  was  able  to  deploy  a 


Epitome  of  the  cultured  Frenchman . . . Franpofs-Kegis  Bastide 


particular  knowledge  of  Scan- 
dinavia, which  came  partly 
from  his  first  marriage  to  a 
Swedish  woman  but  also  from 
his  fascination  with  northern 
Europe  (which  was  typical  of 
someone  from  southern 
France).  In  1981  his  novel 
L'Enchanteur  et  nous  was  set 
in  the  strange  light  of  a Baltic 
island  (and  is  also  said  to  con- 
tain a portrait  of  Mitterrand). 
Ftom  1985  he  was  ambassador 
in  Vienna  and  from  1988  he 
was  the  permanent  represen- 
tative of  France  in  Unesco. 

A farther  accomplishment 
of  this  remarkable  man  was 
his  authorship  of  plays,  both 
for  the  theatre  and  television. 
A remarkable  success  was  the 
television  drama.  The  Third 
Concerto,  where  the  the  hero- 
ine was  to  play  the  third 
piano  concerto  of  Ravel,  a 
composition  that  does  not 
exist.  The  author’s  love  of 
music  was  combined  to  a 
sense  of  destruction.  Perhaps 
it  was  no  wonder  that  he  was 
a believer  in  the  Zodiac  and 
used  to  write  a weekly  article 
about  it 

As  a novelist  Bastide  wrote 
in  the  classical  tradition. 
Much  of  his  writing  was  auto- 
biographical. and  he  had  a 
chronicler’s  eye  for  detail.  He 
meets  Camus  in  the  street, 
carrying  a white  mackintosh 
over  his  arm,  although  it  is 
August  There  is  a scene 
where  a man  engages  in  a ter- 
rible argument  with  his  wife, 
but  all  she  notices  is  that  he 
pronounces  the  word 
"Neuiily"  like  someone  from 
tiie  provinces. 

Bastide  knew  everyone.  He 
looked  like  Cocteau.  He  ad- 
mired Flaubert  He  sought  to 
imitate  Saint-Simon.  He  was 
the  epitome  of  the  cultured 
Frenchman. 


The  Guardian 

Sir  William  Wilkinson 

Conservation 

with  passion 


Douglas  Johnson 


Francols-R6gis  Bastide.  writer, 
broadcaster,  bom  July  1,  1626; 
died  April  16,  1996 


WILLIAM  Wilkinson, 
who  has  died  aged 
63.  had  a distin- 
guished career  in 
business  but  his  real  passion 
lay  in  the  enjoyment  and  con- 
servation of  nature.  He  was  a 
dominant  figure  in  nature 
conservation,  and  could  have 
truly  claimed  to  have  changed 
the  world  for  the  better, 
though  he  himself  would  have 
been  too  modest  to  do  so. 

As  Chainnan  of  the  Nature 
Conservancy  Council  during 
the  1980s,  be  set  the  agenda  for 
reversing  30  years  of  environ- 
mental despoliation  in  this 
country-  When  the  NCC  was 
dismembered  after  a political 
coup  by  Nicholas  Ridley,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Envi- 
ronment, Wilkinson  contin- 
ued his  struggle  to  save  Brit- 
ain's natural  heritage  by 
working  in  the  voluntary  sec- 
tor, where  Ik  acted  as  a source 
of  moral  authority  and  wise 
advice  to  a number  of  organi- 
sations. There  is  hardly  a na- 
ture conservation  charity  of 
which  he  was  not  a council 
member  or  vice-president 
He  was  the  son  of  Denys 
Wilkinson,  a master  at  Eton 
College,  where  he  became  a 
Kings  Scholar  and  then  went 
on  to  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. Family  holidays  were 
spent  on  the  Gower  Peninsula 
in  South  Wales,  and  from  his 
father  he  acquired  the  deep_ 
love  of  birds  Which  was  to  pro- 
vide the  guiding  spirit  or  his 
life. 

His  first  job  took  him  to  Tur- 
key where  he  spent  four  and  a 
half  years.  He  became  fasci- 
nated by  the  birds  of  that 
region  and  in  1967  he  helped  to 
found  the  Ornithological  Soci- 
ety of  Turkey. 

He  continued  his  career  in 
business  and  finance,  becom- 
ing a director  of  Lonrho  from 
1970  to  1973  and  of  Kleinwort 
Benson  from  1973  to  1985.  He 
remained  involved  in  conser- 
vation. serving  on  the  Council 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Birds  and  was 
twice  appointed  Honorary 
Treasurer,  a post  for  which  he 
had  the  ideal  combination  of 
financial  acumen,  friendly  au- 
thority and  awareness  of  the 
important  issues  affecting 
birds.  He  was  an  idwat  chair- 
man for  the  NCC. 

With  the  passage  of  the 
Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act 
in  1961,  the  NCC  had  acquired 
new  powers,  including  the 
ability  to  protect  Sites  of 
Special  Scientific  Interest. 
Under  the  Act  all  existing  sites 
had  to  be  renotified  while 
there  was  pressure  for  the 
number  of  sites  to  be  in- 
creased to  cover  all  the  major 
areas  of  importance.  Under 
Wilkinson’s  chairmanship  the 
NCC  produced  a series  of  doc- 
uments setting  out  a coherent 
strategy  for  nature  conserva- 
tion in  Britain.  Morale  in  the 
Council  was  high  and  there 
was  a real  feeling  that  the  les- 
sons of  the  1960s  and  1970s  had 
been  learned  and  that  now  a 
mechanism  existed  to  protect 
our  dwindling  natural  heri- 
tage. Much  cf  the  NCCs  vision, 
optimism  and  self-confidence 
came  from  Wilkinson's 
reports. 

Then  in  1988  he  suffered  a 
stroke  during  heart  surgery, 
which  left  him  with  restricted 
vision.  There  were  problems 
too  at  the  NCC,  which  for 
same  years  been  concerned 
about  the  afforestation  of  the 
Flow  Country,  a huge  area  of 
peatiand  in  Caithness  and 
Sutherland.  Planting  in  this 
area,  one  of  the  few  true  wil- 
dernesses in  Britain,  was  only 
viable  with  favourable  tax 
treatment.  In  1987  the  NCC 
published  two  reports,  ex- 
plaining the  area’s  importance 
as  a bird  and  plant  habitat, 
which  were  instrumental  in 
persuading  the  Chancellor  to 
change  the  tax  treatment  of 
forestry  in  his  1988  budget 
The  decision  was  resented  in 
Scotland  where  It  was  seen  as 
England  (the  NCC  was  based 


in  Peterborough),  denying 
Scottish  landowners  the  right 
to  manage  their  land  and  Scot- 


tish workers  the  rwht  m lOl  -. 
in  forestry.  For  onre  NiLM"; 
son  failed  to  negotiate  « com- 
promise. In  July  1989  Nichnln- 
Ridley,  who  had  long-buhevea 
that  nature  conservation  «ji> 
best  left  to  private  landown- 
ers. announced  rhe  division  ol 
the  NCC  into  separate  agen- 
cies for  England.  Scotland  and 
Wales.  Wilkinson,  bitterly  op 
posed  to  the  decision,  was  not 
consulted- 

After  his  protects,  the  pro- 
posal was  modified  and  the 
joint  Nature  Conservation 
Committee  was  set  up  under 
an  independent  chainnan  to 
coordinate  data  collection  and 
international  responsibUities 
for  nature  conservation.  Wil- 
kinson saw  this  as  a second 
best  which  weakened  what 
had  begun  to  be  an  effective 
body  for  nature  protection. 

When  the  NCC  was  dis- 
banded in  1991  Wilkinson, 
who  had  received  a knight- 
hood in  1989,  was  free  to 
return  to  the  voluntary  sector. 
He  became  a council  member 
of  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands 
Trust  and  the  Game  Conser- 


WUfclnson . . . reversing 
decades  of  despoliation 

vancy  Trust  and  was  made  a 
vice-president  of  many  organi- 
sations including  the  RSPB. 
He  encouraged  co-operation 
between  wildlife  charities 
which  has  led  to  them,  rather 
than  government  agencies, 
setting  the  conservation 
agenda  in  the  1990s. 

In  1992  he  took  over  the 
chairmanship  of  Plantlife.  the 
newly-formed  plant  conserva- 
tion charity  which  benefited 
greatly  from  his  calm  author- 
ity and  kindly  wisdom.  Fn  1993 
he  was  awarded  the  Wildlife 
Trusts*  Christopher  Cadbury 
Medal  He  continued  his  in- 
volvement in  conservation  to 
the  last  never  allowing  his 
near-blindness  to  Interfere 
with  his  work  or  his  enjoy- 
ment of  nature.  He  married 
Kate  Loudon  in  1964,  who  was 
to  prove  a constant  support  to 
him  throughout  hi s life.  They 
had  three  children. 


Adrian  Darby 


William  Wilkinson,  businessman 
and  conservationist;  bom  July  22. 
1992:  died  April  12.  1996 


Death  Notices 

LOCKWOOD.  On  April  24th  1998  ji  Den- 
wtlk)  Hall.  ProMon  aged  W Husband  ol 
Goran  and  I artier  fll  Veronica,  pranrtfjttiar 
ol  Ashley.  Corln  ana  Ronannc  Funeral  5a»- 
-nca  at  Breofcspear  Crematorium.  RUsllp. 
an  Friday  May  3»<j  1996  at  i.30pin.  Family 
flowers  only  please  but  donations  If 
desired  lo  The  Imperial  Cancer  Research 
Fund  zlo  Bradley  & Jones.  7 Love  Lane. 
Pinner.  Middx  , HAS  3EE  TbL  0181  896 
OOfid 

MUNBY,  Mary  widow  ol  Denys  Mutiny  (bad 
peacefully  ai  home  on  Sunday  21  April 
HBft  Stw  19  greatly  missed  by  James. 
Frances.  Katharine.  Julian.  Teresa  Char- 
mi  an  and  her  fan  grandchildren.  Her 
hoieml  wMI  be  at  Bladdr-ara.  Si  Giles. 
Odord  oi  1 30p.m.  on  Monday  29  April  (al- 
lowed by  bunal  ai  Wolvorcofe  Comets* 
Any  inqulnaa  lo  Reeves  & Pain.  288,  AUito- 
don  Road.  On  lord  Tel.  01B65  242E20 

In  Memoriam 

ant  APHO.  IMG,  lo  past  and  lutura  iHc- 
Uma  ol  Chernobyl.  H doesn't  have  to  nap-  ■ 
aoam.  Thank  God  the  lutme's  solar 

Engagements 

Mr  AJ&23ATLEY  and  ROaa  SJLGAM.  The 
engagement  ■■  announced  between 
Mr  and  Mrs  All. 
Bouev  ol  Bromley.  Hampshire  ana  Sharon. 
“jP"  daughter- « ^ uue  Mr  K AGaln  and 
Mrs  Grin  of  Rowiedge.  Surrey. 

■To  place  your  announcement  telephone1 
0171  713  4567  Fa * 017 1 713  4129. 


Jackdaw 


Home  front 

BcnteHogh  lives  with  David  Ir- 
ving. the  historian  who  has  his 
oim  special  slant  an  Hit  Ur  and 
the  Holocaust.  Bentedocsn  1 
agree  with  David's  views  but 
she  is  the  mother  of  their  child. 
She  told  Nicholas  Farrell  of  The 
Spectator  a bout  living  with 
David: 

Once,  several  years  ago.  I asked 
Mr  Irving  if  he  was  mad.  He 
said  that  operating  os  he  does 
on  the  outer  edge  of  intellectual 
hyperspace,  he  sometimes 
wondered,  but  unfortunately 
he  had  no  thermometer  to  stick 
into  his  brain  to  find  ouL  Did 
Mrs  Hogh  think  the  father  of 
her  child  was  evil?  “He  defi- 
nitely has  an  evil  streak  in 


him."  Was  this  attract ive?  “No, 
not  at  all.  But  he  also  has  a 
charming  side.  He's  a bit  of  a 
split  personality.  It’s  a constant 
challenge  being  with  David.  No 
day  is  the  same.  He  has  all  these 
different  moods." 

Moods?  What  moods?  “The 
other  day  I gave  him  a cup  of 
coffee  and  l had  not  preheated 

the  cup.  He  l ikes  his  cup  pre- 
heated in  boiling  water.  And  so 
he  just  threw  everything  in  the 
sink."  She  smiled  as  she 
recalled  the  incident.  She 
seems  to  find  much  about  him 
amusing.  Unlike  Hitler,  Mr  Ir- 
ving IS  not  a vegetarian,  but  he 
has  many  1 ittle  dosmestic  ob- 
sessions. His  beer  must  be 
served  In  a frosted  glass.  He 
insists  on  a three  course  dinner 
with  soup  to  start  Wasn't  thata 
bit  of  a bore  for  her?  "Not  tf  you 
buy  ready-cooked  meals."  she 
said  with  a chuckle.  “David 
does  not  like  to  do  anything 
domestic.  He  thinks  that 
should  be  entirely  up  to  the 
woman.  Occasionally  he  conies 
and  grabs  the  Hoover  from 
me  to  show  how  to  work  it 
Oh.  and  when  you  stick 
stamps  on  an  envelope  they 
must  be  stuck  on  completely 
straight" 


The  W word 

Black  Americans  have  been  tell- 
ing The  New  Yorker  about  use 
of  the  word  " nigger ",  or  its  more 
acceptable  relative.  ~nigga": 
Barron  Clairbome  (29.  photog- 
rapher): “If  everyone  had  a de- 
cent job  and  the  same  rights  as 
everybody  else,  people  could 
call  you  ‘nigger’  all  the  way  to 
your  nice  home  and  your  nice 
car,  and  you  wouldn't  care.  I’m 
sure  Eddie  Murphy  feels  a little 
hurt  when  he's  called  ‘nigger.’ 
But  then  he  gets  into  his  Ja- 
cuzzi and  it  soothes  a little 
quicker  than  ifl  go  back  to  my 
project.  If  we  eliminated  rac- 
ism. we  couMhave -Nigger  Uni- 
versity and  Honkytown  and 
Yellow  Fever  College,  and  my 
Chinese  friends  and  my  white 
friend  and  1 could  go  to  Sambo 
Burg?rand  have  some  White)’ 
french  fries  and  nobody  would 
care,  because  everybody 
would  have  equal  opportunity 
and  the  word  would  have  no 
power" 

Ad  nauseam . 

LORNA  Russell  in  Eoeryuxy- 
mnn  has  been  taking  a dose 
look  at  television  advertising: 


Characters;  Assorted  sassy 
lassies;  location;  A pub,  a build- 
ing site,  a coalmine . . . 
Storyline:  In  trendy  black  and 
white,  to  the  tune  of'Tm  going 
to  wash  that  man  right  out  of 
my  hair”,  loads  of  slightly 

comic  looking  women  do  the 
“modem  women"  things  such 
as  arm-wrestle  in  the  pub, 
laugh  too  loudly,  drink  a lot 
drill  holes  in  roads  and  lug 
heavy  objects  around.  But  then 
tiie  scene  changes.  A white  on 
black  version  of  the  classic  fem- 
inist slogan:  "A  woman  needs  a 
man  like  a fish  needs  a bicycle'' 
appears  and  the  music  slows, 
sounding  warped  and  sinister. 
Next  there's  a shot  of  an  empty 
and  eerie  maternity  ward  . . . 
Ha.  ha.  you  stupid  girls,  you 
went  and  washed  that  man 
right  out  of  your  hair  and  then 
there  was  no  one  to  help  you 
fulfill  your  primary  purpose:  to 
have  babies.  And  if  that  weren’t 
enough,  we  are  told:  “Not 
everything  in  black  and  white 
makes  sense."  And  finally,  in 
case  you  hadn't  quite  got  the 
point  yet  there  is  a shot  of  a 
fish  riding  a bicycle. 

Appeals  to:  Right-wing,  anti- 
feminist  proponents  of  family 
values  at  a rough!  guess 


Score:  0.  For  a prime  example 
of  the  backlash  you  need  look 
no  further 

Seen  it 

Newspaper  people  love  those 
movie  scenes  where  the  presses 
roll  and  an  overseer  putts  a copy 
of  a paper  from  the  presses,  so  a 
htxidtme.  such  as  KILLER 
STALKS  CHICAGO  STREETS 
can  be  read.  Bob  Thomas,  fir 
many  years  Hollywood  corre- 
spondent of  The  Associaled 
Press,  has  been  telling  readers  of 
The  International  Hauld 
Tribune  about  more  irptthdate 
film  cliches: 

The  telephone  answering  ma- 
chine:  The  first  thing  the  hero- 
ine does  when  she  enters  her 
apartment  is  to  press  the  play- 
back button.  The  message  is 
either  a jilted  boyfriend  plead- 
ing for  another  chance  or  a ho- 
micidal maniac  vowing 
mayhem. 

The  car  chase:  If  it  is  staged  in 
hilly  San  Francisco,  as  half  of 
them  are.  one  seme  is  obliga- 
tory: die  car  becoming  airborne 
as  it  plunges  over  the  brow  of  a 
hill.  No  matter  where  it  occurs 
it  must  include  a shot  of  the 
crooks  or  the  cops  careening 


the  wrong  way  on  a one-way 
street,  the  oncoming  cars  scat- 
tering, horns  blaring. 

The  computer  Wrth.a  witness's 
Rescript -on  of  a suspect,  the  cop 
gives  the  machine  a few  tweaks 
here,  a click  there,  and  sud- 
denly the  image  of  the  killer 
appears  on  the  screen. 

Novel’s  wake 

George  Steiner  is  worrying 
about  the  novel,  in  Prospect: 

We  are  getting  very  tired  in  our 
novel  writing;  that  makes  per- 
fect sense,  there  is  nothing 


New  Yorker . . . Mack  power 


apocalyptic  about  it  Genres 
rise,  genres  fall,  the  epic,  the 
verse  epic,  the  formal  verse 
tragedy,  all  have  great  mo- 
ments, then  they  ebb.  Novels 
will  continue  to  be  written  for 
some  time,  but  increasingly  the 
search  is  on  for  hybrid  forms, 
what  we  call  fact/ fiction.  This 
alerts  us  to  something  impor- 
tant, What  novel  can  today 
compete  with  the  best  of  report- 
age, the  best  of  immediate  nar- 
rative? Nat  only  the  media,  but 
also  journalism  in  the  high  and 
legitimate  sense,  the  masters  of 
the  Immediate  whom  we  can 
read  every  day. 

James  Joyce  was  certain  that 
Finnegans  Wake  would  be  the 
end  of  the  noveL  It  is  a very 
deliberate  attempt,  marvell- 
ously arrogaht  to  say;  “Not 
after  this,  this  is  it  In  Ulysses  I 

had  race  more  done  the  total- 
ity, once  more  held  the  world  in 
one  grasp,  Now  Finnegans 
Wake  Is  the  chaos  of  the  night" 
and  when  told  it  was  unread- 
able he  said.  “Of  course,  that  is 
the  point  then  you  have  under- 
stood. TWs  is  meant  to  be  the 
epilogue.’’  There  are  stilLexcel- 
lent  novels  after  Finnegans 
Wake.  But  my  guess  is  that 
nothing  at  the  moment  is  more 


artificial,  in  some  ways  more  a 
gamble  against  reality,  than  a 
first  novel,  and  I think  many 
publishers  know  this. 

Attitudes 

Barbara  Cortland  has  not  been 
worrying  too  much  about  the 
future  of  the  novel  Dominic  Lu- 
tyens profiles  her  in  Attitude 

Not  surprisingly,  she  occasion- 
ally sounds  as  if  she  holds  the 
readers  in  contempt:  "You 
can’t  lose  if  you  give  them 
handsome  highwaymen,  duels! 
3-foot  fountains  and  whacking 
great  horses  and  dogs  all  over 
the  place."  And  Barbara  per- 
mits herself  the  eccentricity  of 
being  an  Anglican  while  swear: 
mg  by  reincarnation.  But  the 
ultimate  proof  of  her  standing 
[...]  is  her  reprimanding  of  the 
Royals:  "Charles  and  Diana  - 

divorced  because  no  English-  - 

man  will  make  love  to  an  hys-  -. 
ten  cal  woman." 

Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  E- ". 
^djackdamoguardkinxo.ukt 

fax  0171-713  4366;  Jackdaw,  The 
Guardian,  UOFarringdon 
Road.  London  EC1R  3ER, 


Desmond  Christy 
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know  their 
onions  hit  out 
attheEU 


NacBa  Rybarora  in  Prague 


IN  A CRY  forheip  at  being 
(sliced  out  of  their  own 
business,  Czech  fanners 
yesterday  dumped  three 
tonnes  of  onions  on  the 
agriculture  ministry  steps. 

‘Farmers  are  faced  with 
throwing  away  about 
20,000  tonnes  of  onions  this 
year  as  their  home-grown 
produce  is  priced  out  of  the 
Czech  market  by  inferior 
imports  from  European 
Union  countries,  according 
to  Josef  Kzizek,  an  opposi- 
tion CzechrMoravian  Union 
MP. 

The  Czech  Republic,  itself 
apzions  to  join  the  EU,  is 
complaining  of  the  union’s 
trade  practices,  such  as  the 
protection  of  domestic  in- 
dustries against  imports 
from  central  Europe, 
the  sale  of  excess  produce 
from  the  EU*s  subsidised 
farms.  “We  are  just . the 
&Ts  garbage  , can,**  Mr  Krl- 
zek  said.  For  at  least  one 
c£vll  servant  (pictured 
right)  the  farmers’  surplus 
onions  helped  save  on  the 
greengrocery  bilL — AP 

! PHOTOGRAPH:  MCHAL  DOtJEZAL 


Sterling  at  seven-month  record  • High  street  sales  edge  upward  • Pressure  on  for  interest  rate  cut 

Soaring  pound  aids  Clarke 


Richard  Thomas 
Economics  Corrospomtent 


TERLING  hit  a 

l seven-month  high 
the  foreign  ex- 
yesterday, 
fuelling  hopes  that 
the  Chancellor,  Kenneth 
Clarke,  would  cut  interest 
rttte  cuts  to  keep  foe  economy 
on  the  boil. 

Hints  that  farther  reduc- 
tions in  the.  cost  of  German 
borrowing  could  follow  last 
week’s  surprise  half-point  cut 
sent  the  pound  soaring 
against  the  mark,  to  close  al- 
most a pfennig  up  at  2B11L 
"City  analysts  said  the 


strengthening  pound  would 
give  Mr  Clarke  the  ammuni- 
tion he  needs  to  overrule  the 
Bank  of  England  — which  has 
been  concerned  about  the  in- 
flationary implications  of  a 
weak  currency  — and  cut 
base  rates  from  the  present  6 
per  cent 

The  pressure  on  Mr  Clarke 
was  farther  fuelled  by  official 
figures  out  yesterday  showing 
a smaller- than-expected  rise 
in  retail  activity  last  month. 

The  Office  for  National  Sta- 
tistics said  the  volume  of  high 
street  sales  rose  by  0.4  per 
cent  in  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year  — the  slowest  rate 
since  last  November  — while 
March  sales  were  just  02  per 


cent  up  on  the  preceding 
month,  after  a revised  jump  of 
0-8  per  cent  in  February. 

Dealers.  Initially  wrong- 
footed by  foe  worse-than-ex- 
pected  data,  were  soon  dis- 
tracted by  -comments  from 
Bundesbank  council  member 
Franz-Christoph  Zeitler, 
which  sparked  speculation 
that  last  week’s  reduction 
could  mark  the  start  of  ag- 
gressive policy  easing  by  Ger- 
many’s central  bank. 

“(The  cut)  created  more 
room  for  manouevre,  rather 
than  exhausting  it,"  he  said. 
This  left  farther  cuts  on  the 
agenda,  he  said. 

Gerard  Lyons,  chief  econo- 
mist at  DKB  International. 


said  that  markets  were  react- 
ing to  a deliberate  attempt  by 
the  Baba  to  bring  down  the 
value  of  the  mark  and  ease 
the  pressure  an  industry. 

City  analysts  said  the  com- 
bination of  a stronger  pound, 
slowing  domestic  economic 
growth  and  political  pressure 
would  force  the  Chancellor's 
hand  on  rates. 

Jonathan  Loynes,  UK  econ- 
omist at  HSBC  Markets,  said: 
“Consumers  are  returning  to 
the  high  street  — but  the 
economy  still  needs  rate  cuts, 
and  industry  needs  them  des- 
perately." 

Some  economists  have  pen- 
cilled in  a cut  when  the  Chan- 
cellor meets  the  Governor  of 


the  Bank  of  England.  Eddie 
George,  on  May  8,  if  gross-do- 
mestic-product figures  for  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year 

— out  on  Monday  — are 
weak. 

Although  City  analysts 
noted  that  the  sales  figures 
continued  to  show  an  in- 
crease, the  slowdown  in  the 
rate  of  Improvement  — com- 
bined with  evidence  of  a stag- 
nating manufacturing  sector 

— made  an  Interest  rate  cut 
more  likely. 

Treasury  officials  said  the 
figures  were  encouraging,  in- 
dicating that  confidence  was 
picking  up.  A spokesman 
noted  that  sales  between  Jan- 
uary and  March  were  2.1  per 


cent  higher  than  the  same 
period  last  year.  “These  fig- 
ures confirm  the  upwards 
trend,"  he  said.  The  Treasury 
pointed  to  the  pattern  of 
spending,  which  shows 
people  more  prepared  to  buy 
expensive  items,  as  evidence 
of  growing  optimism. 

Sales  of  household  goods 
rose  1.1  per  cent  in  last 
month,  according  to  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics, 
compared  with  a rise  of  0.1 
per  cent  in  supermarket  sales 
volumes.  Clothing  and  foot- 
wear stores  attracted  new 
custom  after  vigorous  price- 
cutting,  with  sales  up  1 per 
cent  between  February  and 
March. 


Warburg  in 


scrutiny 


Patrick  Porwwm, 

Pwul  Murphy  and  lan  Kina 


CONTROVERSY  last 
night  surrounded 
the  £2.1  billion  Ren- 
tokil  bid  for  BET  on 
the  eve  of  its  closing  deadline 
as  the  Takeover  Panel  at- 
tempted to  decide  whether 
one  of  the  predator's  key  fi- 
nancial advisers,  SBC  War- 
burg, had  broken  market 
rules  over  a “backdoor”  share 


Rentokil,  the  pest  control 
and  security  group,  is  ex- 
pected to  clinch  control  of 
BET'S  industrial  services  em- 
pire when  the  votes  are 
counted  today.  But  the  bid 
target  was  still  attempting  to 
rule  invalid  a 2.7  per  cent 
block  of  its  own  shares  cm  the 
grounds  that  they  were 
traded  by  SBC  Warburg. 

BET  appealed  for  the  Take- 
over Panel  to  mount  a fall  In- 
vestigation on  the  grounds 
that  SBC  Warburg  was  pre- 
vented in  dealing  in  any  com- 
pany with  . which  It  is  in- 
volved as  a financial  advisor. 

The  share  .stake  was  subse- 
quently bought  back  by  Ren- 
tokil itself  as  part  of  a market 
■■raid"  on  the  bid  target 
which  captured'  nearly  7 per 
cent  of  its  shares  in  a single 
day’s  trading. 

-The  financial  advisers  Bar- 
ings insisted  that  the  disputed 
deal,  which  involved  the  sale 
Of  27  million  BET  shares  con- 
trolled by  SBC  Warburg, 
breached  Rule  38  of  the  "Yel- 
low Book”  code  on  contested 
bids. 


This  states  that  any  “mar- 
ket maker  connected  with  an 
offeror  or  the  offeree  com- 
pany (during  a takeover  bid) 
must  not  cany  out  any  deal- 
ings with  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting the  offeror  or  the  of- 
feree company  as  foe  case 
maybe.” 

SBC  Warburg  is  believed  to 
have  sold  the  share  stake 
which  it  carried  on  its  own 
books  within  the  proprietary 
trading  operation.  This  Is 
kept  strictly  separate  from 
the  division  dealing  with  the 
Rentokil  takeover  bid  by 
“Chinese  walls".  SBC  War- 
burg last  night  refused  to 
make  any  comment 

The  disputed  transaction 
involves  a market  “raid"  on 
BET  shares  by  Rentokil  on 
April  23.  Retailpac,  a subsid- 
iary of  Rentokil.  bought  a 
total  of  nearly  65  million  BET 
shares,  representing  around 
6.7  per  cent  of  the  entire  com- 
pany. It. is  understood  that 
around  32  million  of  these 
came  from  two  institutions, 
PDFM  and  Sun  Life.  But  a 
farther  27  million  were  sold 
by  SBC  .Warburg  Market 
Makers  to  Salomon  Brothers. 

The  US  investment  bank 
then  sold  24  million  shares 
back  through  RentokH’s  own 
broker,  Hoare  Govett  to  Re- 
tailpac. BET  pointed  out  that 
despite  the  “backdoor”  share 
deal,  Rentokil  publicly  said 
that  the  raid  bad  been  carried 
out.  “In  response . to  ap- 
proaches received  from  BUST . 
shareholders”. 

BET's  advisers, . Barings 
were  last  night  summoned  to 
meet  Takeover  Panel  officials. 


pt* 


Enter  the  Dragon  offer 


As  the  handover  to  Chinese  rule  in  Hong  Kong 

approach**,  the  Ftaancw  town**  - 

c^mrehanglvwnHHwtaantlMfirosiMctefortto^. 

polony  ere  now  awi?*He  W»«*let  form  for  C2AO, 

including  postage  mtd  peeking-  . - 

' PtoM«  write  sncJosbig.elieqiattor  postal  order, 
payable  to  Ouardten  Newspapers,  tot  Enter  the 
Dragon  offer,  City  Office*  the  Ouarfflan,  1 19 
S^onRo«d,tflM)OHKfSER 
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PowerGen  threatens  retaliation 
after  Lang’s  takeover  blackball 


Chris  Barrio 


POWERGEN  was  em- 
broiled in  a furious 
public  row  with  the 
Government  last  night 
when  it  emerged  that  the 
electricity  generator  may 
force  a Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  in- 
quiry into  the  entire  indus- 
try by  dropping  an  under- 
taking to  foster  competi- 
tion by  disposing  of  two 
power  stations. 
PowerGen’s  hard  line 

stance  sent  relations  be- 
tween the  Trade  and  Indus- 
try Secretary,  Ian  Lang, 
and  company  chairman 
Ed  Wallis  to  a new  low. 

The  row  follows  what  Mr 
Wallis  called  the  Govern- 
ment's “incomprehensible” 


decision  on  Wednesday  to 
block  PowerGen  and 
National  Power’s  wish  to 
buy  regional  electricity 
companies. 

The  PowerGen  board  Is 
due  to  meet  shortly  to  con- 
sider refusing  to  complete 
an  agreement  to  sell  2,000 
megawatts  of  plant  to  East- 
ern Group,  the  regional 
electricity  company  owned 
by  Hanson. 

The  disposal  of  the  plant 
was  agreed  by  PowerGen 
under  pressure  from  indus- 
try watchdog  Stephen  Litt- 

lechlld. 

A refusal  to  complete  the 
deal  — which  was  subject  to 
approval  of  PowerGen’s  bid 
for  Midlands  Electricity  — 
would  cause  the  watchdog 
to  refer  PowerGen  to  the 
MMC. 


But  National  Power,  its 
larger  rival,  said  yesterday 
that  it  would  sell  4,000 
megawatts  of  plant  to  East- 
ern as  planned. 

Industry  sources  sug- 
gested that  an  MMC  in- 
quiry would  have  to  be  wid- 
ened to  include  all 
generators,  damaging  the 
Government's  July  prlvat 
isation  of  nuclear  power. 

City  sources  agreed  last 
night  that  a referral  would 
loll  the  nuclear  sell-off  or 
wipe  millions -off  its  value. 
One  analyst  said:  “They 
have  got  the  Government 
by  the  testicles  on  this." 

PowerGen  directors  are 
also  considering  whether  to 
seek  a judicial  review  of  Mr 
Lang’s  decision.  Mr  Wallis 
has  written  to  Mr  Lang,  ex- 
pressing his  anger. 


Job  with  a big  future 


Don’t  he  tooled  by 
the  quiet  start, 

Dan  Atkinson  tells 
tunnel  debt  manager 

ASY  Street  on  £35,000  a 
year  -beckoned  yester- 
day for  anyone  with  a 
smattering  of  French  and 
some  experience  of  foreign- 
currency  borrowing  — Euro- 
tunnel Is  advertising  for  a 
“debt  manager". 

This  should  be  a Pullman- 
class  cushy  billet,  not  because 
the  Channel  train  operator 
does  not  have  any  debts  (it 
bas  £8  billion-worth)  but  be- 
cause it  hasn’t  paid  a son  in 
interest  since  September. 

The  lucky  candidate  ought, 
in  theory,  to  have  little  to  do 
in. the  way  of  management; 
freeing  him  to  enjoy  the  staff 
benefits:  car  allowance,  can- 
teen, SB*  days'  leave,  health 
care,  pension  scheme,  sports 
and  social  club,  and,  of 
course,  subsidised  cr  oss  - 
Channel  travel  on  Le  Shuttle. 

But  the  small  print  of  yes- 
terday's advertisement  made 
clear  It  wouldn’t  be  all  Shut- 
tling. Eurotunnel's  long-suf- 


fering' creditors  win  expect 
repayments  to  resume  at 
some  point,  and  the  job  de- 
scription notes  ominously 
that  the  appointee  will  have 
to  play  “a  key  part"  in 
'•implementation  of  the  future 
borrowing  structure”. 

Should  he  shine  in  this  role, 
he  will  have  proved  a bargain 
appointment.  The  “c.  £35,000" 
salary  on  offer  represents 
approximately  26  minutes 
wrath  of  Eurotunnel's  £2  mil- 
lion-a-day  interest  bUL  How- 
ever. he  should  prepare  for  a 
certain  fioideur  when  first  en- 
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countering  the  Japanese  and 
other  international  lenders  to 
which  Eurotunnel  owes  the 
equivalent  of  nearly  one-third 
the  cost  of  the  Trident  missile 
programme. 

Some  of  these  benefactors 
piled  willingly  into  the  tunnel 
.during  the  frenetic  1980s,  and 
their  attitude  to  the  new  debt 
manager  may  be  chilly. 
Others  were  bullied  into  it  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  and 
their  attitude  towards  him 
will  probably  be  sub-zero. 

The  Financial  Times  adver- 
tisement began,  however,  on 
an  upbeat  note:  “Eurotunnel 
...  Is  now  market  leader  on 
the  Calais  cross-Channel 
routes.”  Splendid.  Then:  "The 
group  is  renegotiating  its 
£8  billion  debt."  Mm -mm. 
"Group  treasury  operates 
from  Canary  Wharf  but  will 
relocate  to  Folkestone:*'  No 
doubt  this  greater  proximity 
to  Eurotunnel’s  Gallic  co- 
owners' explains:  “A  working 
knowledge  of  French  would 
be  an  important  advantage," 

Should  the  pressure  of  the 
job  prove  fatal,  a death-ln -ser- 
vice benefit  is  provided.  How- 
ever, the  previous  debt  man- 
ager, Steve  Cupit,  is  bale  and 
hearty  and  has  just  been 
promoted. 


PowerGen  Is  understood 
to  feel  that' It  has  little  to 
lose  from  an  MMC  inquiry, 
given  that  the  panel  cleared 
the  generators’  takeovers, 
only  to  be  overruled  by  Mr 
Lang. 

The  DTI  said  that  the  dis- 
posal of  generating  plant 
and  Mr  Lang’s  decision  to 
block  the  takeovers  were 
not  connected  in  any  way. 

A spokesman  said:  “If 
they  wish  to  challenge  (the 
disposal),  it  Is  a matter  for 
the  industry  regulator.” 

Eastern  Group’s  execu- 
tive chairman  John  De- 
vaney  said  that  he  could  see 
no  reason  why  the  disposal 
should  not  proceed.  He  said 
that  disposal  of  the  plant 
was  an  “absolute  require- 
ment” by  the  industry 
regulator. 


NatWest  Bank 
in  third  run-in 
with  regulators 


Dan  Atkinson 


NATWEST  suffered  its 
third  run-in  with  City  reg- 
ulators in  less  than  a year 
when  Imro  fined  the  bank 
£75.000  for  administrative 
failures  relating  to  personal 
equity  plans  (PEPs). 

None  of  NatWest 's  70,000- 
odd  PEPs  customers  suffered 
any  loss  Grom  breaches  of  the 
fund  management  supervi- 
sor’s rules  between  Novem- 
ber 1991  and  February  1995. 

NatWest  said  the  size  and 
scope  of  its  business  helped 
explain  the  regulatory 
problems. 

Last  year  Roger  Nagioff, 
former  head  of  proprietary 
trading  at  NatWest  Securi- 
ties, was  removed  by  the  Se- 
curities and  Futures  Author- 
ity from  its  register,  for 
trading  on  confidential  infor- 
mation. He  has  since  been 
reinstated  by  NatWest. 

The  SFA  last  month  moved 
against  Geoffrey  Glazebrook, 
former  head  of  market-mak- 
ing in  European  equities  at 
NatWest  Securities,  for  con- 
cealing losses.  The  bank  said 
its  losses  were  “minimal". 


Notebook 


Sterling  qualities 
brought  to  fore 


Edited  by 
Mark  Milner 


SUDDENLY  the  pound  is 
acting  out  of  character. 
Despite  historically  low 
interest  rates,  it  Is  taking  off 
— yesterday  putting  on  a 
pfennig  against  the  German 
mark  to  close  at  over  2.31. 
Few  pundits  expect  sterling  to 
lose  ground. 

In  part,  the  Bundesbank  Is 
the  cause.  The  German  •au- 
thorities have  seen  the  im- 
pact of  a strong  mark  on  the 
nation's  industry  and  jobless 
rates,  and  are  taking  action. 
Buba  officials  now  sound  as 
though  they  are  making  every 
effort  to  talk  down  the  mark, 
and  last  week's  half-point  cut 
in  German  rates  came  after 
figures  showed  M3  — - the  wor- 
shipped money  supply  mea- 
sure— soaring. 

But  it  is  possible  that  a 
more  fundamental  reassess- 
ment of  the  value  of  the 
pound  is  taking  place  on  deal 
mg  floors.  After  sterling's 
ejection  from  the  exchange 
rate  mechanism  In  1992,  al- 
most everything  went  as  ex- 
pected: strong  exports  and 
cheap  money.  Except  for  one 
crucial,  almost  universal,  pre- 
diction — that  the  gains 
would  be  frittered  away  in 
spiralling  wage  demands  and 
soaring  inflation. 

In  fact,  the  unthinkable 
happened.  Britain  became 
more  competitive  — and 
didn’t  waste  it.  Inflation  is 
well  below  Spar  cent  pro- 
ducer prices  are  stagnant 
All  of  which  makes  the  UK 
currency  look  like  a buy  and 
the  markets  have,  albeit  be- 
latedly, cottoned  on.  Ster- 
ling’s strength  also  knocks 
down  the  argument  against 
base  rate  cuts  — cited  often 
by  the  Bank  of  England  — 
that  a weak  currency  means 
imported  price  pressures. 

For  once,  Britain  could  be 
facing  a combination  of  the 
pound  on  the  way  up  and  In- 
terest rates  on  the  way  down. 
Now  that  makes  a change. 


Paying  no  heed 

N TERMS  of  executive  pay, 
British  Gas  is  the  company 
we  all  love  to  hate.  It  was 
one  of  the  foremost  examples 
in  ministers’  minds  when  the 
Greenbury  committee  was  es- 
tablished last  year  to  help  dig 
the  Government  out  of  a hole 
over  the  executive  bonanza 
which  had  become  a hallmark 
of  the  privatised  utilities, 
Greenbury  was,  in  the 
event  less  harsh  on  the  priva- 
tised companies  than  many 
had  expected.  But  the  report 
made  it  quite  clear  that  the 
reward  structures  for  execu- 
tives which  were  already  In 
place  should  be  thoroughly 
reviewed,  voluntarily  ad- 
justed and  discussed  with 
shareholders  at  the  first 
available  annual  meeting. 

British  Gas.  which  sat  out 
last  year's  agm  controversy 
by  maintaining  that  it  was  in 


line  with  “best  corporate  gov- 
ernance practice",  clearly 
plans  to  do  the  same  this  time 
round. 

Trite,  some  changes  have 
been  made  but  it  is  worth 
remembering  that  when  Brit- 
ish Gas  decided  last  year  to 
award  its  boardroom  an  aver- 
age pay  rise  of  45  per  cent  this 
was  Justified  as  necessary  to 
retain  executives  of  interna- 
tional calibre.  Cedric  Brown 
was  given  a 70  per  cent  rise 
because  he  was  the  “right 
man"  to  lead  a large  and  com- 
plex company. 

Just  one  year  later,  four  ex- 
ecutives, including  Mr 
Brown,  will  have  left  the 
group,  taking  with  them  pay- 
offs of  about  £545,000.  In  ad- 
dition, the  company  has 
taken  the  unusual  step  of  pay- 
ing executives  £100,000  to  join 
the  group. 

Most  of  this  was  in  place 
before  Greenbury  began  its 
investigations  and  it  may,  as 
British  Gas  argues,  all  be 
within  the  spirit  of  the  Green- 
bury code  and  therefore  not 
worthy  of  being  put  to  a 
shareholder  vote. 

Such  a view  makes  a mock- 
ery of  Greenbury.  The  com- 
pany. and  other  privatised 
utilities,  should  think  again. 


Tax  penalty 

JOHN  Major  must  feel  like 
a football  manager  star- 
ing relegation  in  the  face. 
Teams  heading  for  the  drop 
are  always  the  ones  that  most 
need  the  run  of  the  ball  and 
consistently  fail  to  get  it  Star 
players  are  injured  or  sus- 
pended at  crucial  times,  the 
team  hits  the  woodwork  more 
often  than  the  bad:  of  the  net 
Refereeing  decisions  go  the 
wrong  way. 

Yesterday  the  Appeal  Court 
banded  down  a ruling  whose 
nearest  sporting  equivalent 
would  be  a referee  who  over- 
rules his  linesman  on  a cru- 
cial decision.  It  decided  that, 
contrary  to  lower  court  rul- 
ings, Customs  and  Excise  had 
been  wrong  to  charge  VAT  on 
“interest-free  credit  deals’’. 

Just  how  much  money  the 
Treasury  will  have  to  hand 
back  is  not  dear.  Customs  & 
Excise  reckons  estimates  of 
£5  billion  were  “very  much 
on  the  high  side"  but  bet  it 
would  still  run  to  billions. 

There  could  be  even  worse 
news  in  the  pipeline.  Other 
pending  tax  judgments  could 
add  substantially  to  the 
amount  of  money  the  Trea- 
sury may  have  to  hand  back. 

For  the  Government  the 
cause  for  concern  is  not  so 
much  that  the  ruling  bas  gone 
against  the  Revenue.  It  can  al- 
ways find  other  ways  of  rais- 
ing money. 

The  damage  sustained  in 
the  Appeal  Court  yesterday  is 
that  the  ruling  could  prove  an 
important  factor  in  prevent- 
ing the  Chancellor  delivering 
the  tax  cuts  many  of  his  back- 
benchers — any  hopes  of 
cheaper  borrowing  notwith- 
standing — believe  essential 
for  the  Conservatives  to  have 
any  chance  of  winning  the 
election. 

No  one  should  shed  any 
tears  for  the  Tories.  A Gov- 
ernment’s prospects  of  re- 
election  should  hinge  on  more 
than  the  way  in  which  VAT 
has  been  collected  on  interest- 
free  credit  deals  over  the  past 
23  years. 


Fire-prone  switch  forces 
Ford  to  recall  8.7m  vehicles 


Mark  Tran  in  New  York 


FORD  Motor  Company 
faces  a bill  of  up  to 
$870  million  (£576  million)  as 
America's  second-largest  car 
maker  moves  to  replace  igni- 
tion switches  in  8.7  million 
cars  and  trucks. 

It  falls  just  below  year’s  re- 
call of  8.8  million  cars,  caused 
by  defective  seat  belts  manu- 
factured by  the  Japanese  com- 
pany Takata,  according  to 
Washington  safety  officials. 

In  all.  Ford  is  recalling 
about  one-third  of  the  28  mil- 
lion cars  it  built  between  1983 
and  1993.  The  company  said 
only  a “very  small  number" 
of  the  vehicles  were  likely  to 
have  faulty  ignition  switches. 

The  company  is  facing 
eight  class-action  lawsuits 
over  the  fault. 

Ford’s  move  follows  an  in- 
vestigation begun  in  Novem- 
ber 1994  by  the  National  High- 


way Traffic  Safety  Adminis- 
tration. 

Ford  said  that  the  cost  of 
replacing  the  switches,  which 
may  short-circuit  and  catch 
fire  — even  when  the  engine 
is  switched  off  — is  estimated 
to  be  about  $100  per  vehicle. 

It  added,  however,  that  the 
actual  cost  could  be  as  little 
as  $500  million  because  some 
of  the  cars  involved  may  no 
longer  be  on  the  road  and 
some  customers  may  opt  not 
to  bring  in  their  cars. 

Ford  expects  to  pay  for  the 
recall  out  of  reserves  set  aside 
for  unexpected  events.  “We 
do  not  expect  this  to  have  a 
material  impact  on  earn- 
ings," said  Jon  Harmon,  a 
Ford  official. 

The  ignition  switches  were 
made  by  an  outside  supplier 
— United  Technologies-  Fiord 
said  it  had  not  yet  decided 
whether  to  seek  recompense 
from  the  supplier,  which  will 
supply  the  modified  switches. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


uatralla  1.88  France  7.S2  Italy  2.304  Singapore  208 

Austria  15.61  Germany  £2350  Mata&S&O  South  Africa  120 

Belgium  45.86  Greece  358.50  Netherlands  2-5050  Spain  1<EL25 

Canada  2.01  Hong  Kc*-;  l i.ie  New  Zealand  2.1550  Sweden  10.05 

Cyprus  0.7050  India  51.88-  Norway  3.65  Switzerland  120 

Danmark  B.66  Ireland  0.94  Portugal  22S.75  Turkey  107.938 

Finland  72375  Israel  4.80  Saudi  Arabia  5.64  USA  1.4750 

£uppttnd  br  NarWam  Bonk  faxchxUrro  Indian  rupee  and  tanmU  stta*ei)- 


k 1 1 


ICI  expects 
to  paint  its 
profits  out 
of  a comer 


Roger  Cowe 


Chemical  giant  ici 

yesterday  tried  to 

play  down  poor  first 

quarter  results  by 

predicting  that  the  industry's 
cycle  was  already  on  the  rise 
again. 

The  company's  optimism 

failed  to  Impress  investors, 
who  drove  down  the  share 
price  by  28p  to  926p,  reversing 
gains  on  the  previous  day. 

"Although  this  year's  prof- 
itability began  In  line  with 
1995.  March  did  not  match 
last  year  when  the  chemical 
industry  enjoyed  particularly 
robust  demand  and  firmer 
prices,"  said  Sir  Ronnie  Ham- 
pel, the  chairman. 

He  reported  first  quarter 
pre-tax  profit  of  £202  million, 
down  from  £221  million  a year 
ago,  before  taking  account  of 
exceptional  costs.  The  com- 
parison was  made  worse  by 
strong  figures  last  time  from 
the  cyclical  upturn  of  the  first 
half  of  1995,  but  City  analysts 
were  still  disappointed  at  the 
figures  and  at  the  continued 
absence  of  a plan  to  boost  the 
share  price  with  a buy-back. 

Finance  director  Alan  Spall 
dismissed  the  Idea  of  a buy- 
back. although  it  has  been 
seriously  considered. 

"The  whole  thing  was  a 
storm  in  a tea  cup,"  he  said. 
"It  was  one  of  a series  of  op- 
tions. We  continue  to  look  at  a 
series  of  options.'’ 

He  added  that  the  group 
was  still  interested  in  further 
acquisitions,  on  the  lines  of 
the  additions  made  this  year 
to  its  paint  empire.  And  he 
was  optimistic  about  the  rest  | 
of  the  year. 

"We  are  taking  a view  that 
the  second  half  of  the  year 
will  feel  a lot  more  warm  In 
terms  of  levels  of  trading  ac- 
tivity. particularly  in  mar- 
kets closer  to  the  consumer." 
saidMrSpalL 

"All  the  evidence  is  that 
petrochemicals  prices  have 
bottomed  out  and  started  to 
firm  again.  We  are  in  the 
transition  phase. 

“We*  think  that  in  the 


second  half  of  the  year  con- 
sumer confidence  in  the  UK 
and  in  parts  of  Europe  will 
pick  up.  We  are  quite  confi- 
dent that  paints  will  start  to 
deliver  in  the  second  half." 

Mr  Spall  said  ICI  expects 
chemical  growth  in  developed 
countries  to  be  about  2 per- 
cent in  1996,  compared  to  3 
per  cent  in  1995. 

ICI  sales  rose  by  4 per  cent 
in  the  quarter  to  £2.6  billion. 
This  was  due  to  higher  prices 
for  some  products,  a sales 
boost  from  acquisitions  and 
beneficial  currency  effects. 

The  volume  of  sales  fell, 
however.  Volumes  dropped  9 
per  cent  in  Europe  and  3 per 
cent  in  North  and  South 
America.  In  Asia  and  the  UK 
volumes  rose. 

The  firm's  paints  division 
had  a flat  quarter  and  posted 
a trading  profit  of  £14  million. 
The  industry  has  been  beset 
by  poor  consumer  confidence 
and  bad  weather  in  the 
United  States. 

In  the  firm's  explosives 
I arm,  trading  profit  dropped  to 
£2  million  from  £11  million 
mainly  due  to  difficult  mar- 
kets and  legal  problems  in  the 
US,  where  one  business  was 
fined  for  the  pricing  policy  of 
its  previous  owners. 

ICI*s  results  come  amid  fell- 
ing earnings  from  other 
world  chemical  makers.  Du- 
Pont yesterday  said  first- 
quarter  earnings  fell  6.3  per 
cent  to  3899  million  (£595  mil- 
lion). The  biggest  US  chemi- 
cal maker,  it  said  revenue 
rose  2.8  per  cent  to 
$11.1  billion. 

ICI  said  it  was  continuing  a 
cost-cutting  program  started 
several  years  ago  and  had 
reduced  staffing  levels  by  800. 
A year  ago,  it  said  plans  were 
to  deliver  £400  million  in 
profit  improvement  by  the 
end  of  1997. 

David  Ingles,  analyst  at 
HSBC  James  Capel,  cut  his 
1996  profit  forecast  to  £900 

million  from  £350  million-  and 
his  1997  estimate  to  £1,050  mil- 
lion from  £1.150  mDlion.  Mr 
Ingles  retained  his  ‘‘sell" 
recommendation  on  the 
stock. 
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Smoke  of  battle . . . Martin  Broughton,  left,  and  Lord  Cairns 


Ibstock builds  Fighting  tobacco-related 
brick  empire  lawsuits  costs  BAT  £38m 


Tony  May 

IBSTOCK  ushered  in  a fur- 
ther round  of  job  cuts  in 
the  building  materials  in- 
dustry yesterday  when  it  be- 
came Britain's  biggest  brick 
maker  and  said  it  was  looking 
for  large  cost  savings. 

The  group,  which  bought 
Tarmac's  kilns  for  £70  million 
in  June,  has  agreed  to  buy 
Redland's  brick  business  for 
£160  million.  It  gives  Ibstock 
more  than  a third  of  the  UK 
market,  but  the  company  said 
the  deal  would  be  called  off  if 
referred  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 

Ian  Maclellan,  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive, said  the  two  busi- 
nesses were  similar  and  some 
plant  closures  could  be  ex- 
pected over  the  next  two  to 
three  years.  There  would  not 
be  wholesale  job  losses  in  the 
short  term  and  rationalisa- 
tion of  brickworks  would 
have  happened  even,  without 

the  merger. 

Ibstock  has  20  factories  in 
the  UK  compared  with  Red- 
land's  17  and  the  groups  have 
about  1.500  staff  each.  The 
most  significant  manufactur- 


ing overlap  is  in  the  West 
Midlands. 

Colin  Hope,  Ibstock’s  chair- 
man, underlined  the  need  to 
drive  down  costs  by  issuing  a 
profit  warning.  He  said  prof- 
its had  bounced  83  per  cent  to 
£26.1  million  in  1995  — the 
low  end  of  analysts'  forecasts 
— but  the  first  half  of  the  cur- 
rent year  would  see  "consid- 
erably lower”  profits  and 
blamed  a combination  of  slow 
demand  for  building  prod- 
ucts. bad  weather  in  the 
north-east  United  States,  and 
felling  pulp  prices. 

Ibstock  is  to  launch  a two- 
for-three  rights  issue  at  55p  a 
share  to  raise  £100  million  to 
help  finance  toe  acquisition. 
Michael  Foster,  an  analyst  at 
Greig,  Middleton  & Co,  said: 
"The  acquisition  makes  stra- 
tegic sense  but  they're  paying 
an  awfiil  lot  for  It"  He  was 
cutting  his  1996  profit  fore- 1 
cast  ignoring  the  acquisition, 
from  £27  million  to  £20  mil- 
lion  and  recommending  that : 
the  shares  be  sold. 

For  Redland,  the  deal  will 
help  reduce  debts  from 
£540  million  to  £160  million. 
The  group  sold  its  roof  tiles 
business  earlier  this  month. 


Ian  King 

BAT  Industries,  the 
tobacco  and  financial 
services  group,  spent 
almost  $60  million  (£38  mil- 
lion) fighting  tobacco- 
related  legal  cases  last 
year,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Addressing  BATs  annual 
meeting,  chairman  Lord 
Calms  said  BAT  had  spent 
$500  million  on  litigation 
last  year,  of  which  about  90 
per  cent  was  related  to 
BAT’s  financial  services 
arm. 

Bnt  he  said  BAT  had 
made  no  specific  provisions 
in  respect  of  the  174 
tobacco-related  cases  it  is 
currently  fighting. 

Responding  to  a question 
from  Pamela  Furness,  chief 
executive  of  the  anti-smok- 
ing group  ASH,  Lord  Cairns 
said  the'  only  provisions 
BAT  had  made  related  to  its 
Farmers  Insurance  subsid- 
iary in  America. 

Ms  Farness,  who  claims 
BAT'S  decision  to  continue 
fighting  various  lawsuits 
across  the  United  States 


will  eventually  hit  its  abil- 
ity to  pay  dividends,  has 
called  for  BAT  sharehold- 
ers to  "abandon  the  sinking 
ship”. 

But  Lord  Cairns  insisted 
that  where  BAT  had 
received  “a  balanced  hear- 
ing” it  had  won  the  argu- 
ment, and  promised  share- 
holders that  BAT  would 
stand  firm  against  future 
claims. 

BAT'S  shares,  like  those 
of  other  tobacco  companies, 
have  been  under  pressure 
since  the  American  group, 
Liggett's  recent  decision  to 
seek  settlement  in  a num- 
ber of  cases  it  is  fighting. 

Earlier,  Lord  Cairns  an- 1 
leashed  an  outspoken 
attack  on  the  anti-tobacco 
lobby,  accusing  it  of  creat- 
ing “an  atmosphere  of  in- 
tolerance” towards 
smokers. 

Accusing  anti-smoking 
groups  of  spreading  "scare 
stories”  about  passive 
smoking,  he  said  they  had 
"conjured  up  elaborate 
conspiracies”  about  addic- 
tion, and  had  even  changed 
the  definition  of  addiction. 

He  told  shareholders: 


Investor  puts  spoke  in  Uniparfs  wheel 


OUTLOOK/Rising 

share  price  tempts 
profit-takers  to  sell, 
writes  Chris  Barrie 


UNIPART,  the  car  parts 
maker  and  distributor. 
Is  often  cited  by  both 
main  political  parties  as  a 
model  company  with  an  entic- 
ing stakeholder  philosophy 
matched  by  entrepreneurial 

verve. 

Yesterday  the  former  Brit- 
ish Leyland  subsidiary,  now 
one  oT  Britain's  biggest  pri- 
vate companies,  turned  in  a 
model  set  of  results  for  the 
fifth  year  in  succession.  And 
this  despite  some  of  the  most 
competitive  trading  condi- 
tions seen  in  the  European 
motor  industry. 

Profits  at  the  Oxford-based 
group  Increased  12.8  per  cent 
to  £32.6  million  on  sales 
11.6  per  cent  higher  at 
£864  million.  Chief  executive 
John  Neill  said  exports  had 
risen  and  substantial  Invest- 
ment was  made  despite  a con- 
strained market  and  slower- 
than -expected  recovery  In  the 
car  and  truck  markets. 


The  results  make  it  all  the 
more  surprising,  therefore, 
that  one  institutional  share- 
holder wants  to  sell  part  of  its 
I stake  In  the  group.  The  un- 
named institution  and  Uai- 
part  executives  are  under- 
stood to  be  In  talks  about  how 
to  manage  the  disposal  with- 
out destabilising  toe  group. 

Institutional  investors  hold 
33  per  cent  of  Unipart's 
equity,  management  and  em- 
ployees 48  per  cent,  and  toe 
car  company  Rover  19  per 
cent  The  stakes  have  shifted 
considerably  since  the  group 
was  bought  out  in  1987  when 
i the  institutions  held  54  per 
cent,  Rover  24  per  cent,  and 
I the  management  and  employ- 
ees 22  per  cent 
This  is  not  the  first  tune  i 
that  Mr  Neill  has  inves- 1 
tors  who  want  to  realise  gam< 
from  toe  company’s  growth. ' 
The  value  of  Unipart  shares 
has  risen  from  0.5p  to  £2  in 
eight  years.  After  the  buy-out, 
the  chief  executive  used  a buy- , 
back  scheme  to  allow  institu- ! 
tional  investors  to  sell  some  of 
their  shares,  thereby  avoiding 
a flotation  which  would  have 
forced  Unipart  to  give  divi- 
dends a higher  priority  at  the 
expense  of  investment 
News  that  another  share-  j 


holder  now  wants  to  sell  part 
of  its  stake  follows  uncomfort- 
ably close  on  last  year’s  un- 
certainty when  Rover  put 
pressure  on  Mr  Neill  and  his 
fellow  directors  to  accept  an 
offer  of  about  £179  million  for 
the  80  per  cent  of  the  equity  it 
does  not  already  own. 

Mr  Neill  managed  to  repel 
the  Rover  approach,  his  sup- 
porters arguing  that  Unipart 
needed  its  existing  share 
structure  to  foster  the  em- 
ployee involvement  which 
has  enabled  the  company  to 
lift  productivity  — by  30  per 

rent  this  year  in  some  fac- 
tories — and  compete  against 
‘low  cost"  economies  in  the 
Far  East 


Although  Mr  Nem  is 

reluctant  to  discuss  toe 
latest  spell  of  investor 
restlessness,  he  says  Unipart 
must  be  able  to  take  the  “long 
view”  in  its  investment  poli- 
cies if  it  is  to  succeed. 

The  track  record  is  impres- 
sive. Profits  have  more  than 
doubled  in  four  years  on  turn- 
over up  by  more  than  half  in 
the  same  period.  Dividends 
have  also  shot  up,  from 
£2  million  in  1991  to  £&5  mil- 
lion last  year. 

The  pay-out  is  good  news 


for  the  shareholders  among 
the  3,500-strong  workforce. 
Their  share  of  the  dividend  is 
about  £L87  million,  or  more 
than  £500  each  on  average. 
The  staff  are  also  sitting  on 
solid  gains  from  the  compa- 
ny’s share  option  scheme  of 
two  years  ago  when  options 
were  granted  at  a 15  per  cent 
discount  to  the  prevailing 
value  of  £1.35,  provided 
shares  were  also  bought  at 
the  time. 

For  Mr  Neill,  Unlpart’s  suc- 
cess is  bringing  rewards,  too. 
His  salary  and  bonus  last 
year  were  slightly  up  on 
1994's  £490.000,  although  final 
details  await  the  publication 
of  Unipart's  annual  report 
From  his  6 per  cant  stake  in 
the  company  Mr  Neill’s  share 
of  toe  dividend  pay-out  Is 
£390,000.  The  chief  executive 
also  exercised  options  on 
shares  worth  £195,000. 

Stressing  that  he  has  cho- 
sen to  keep  all  his  shares.  Mr 
Neill  delivered  a trenchant 
defence  of  the  Conservative 
Party's  record  in  office  and 
indicated  that  the  company  is 
likely  to  make  its  usual 
£40,000  donation. 

Although  at  least  one 
shadow  minister  has  visited 
Unipart  and  its  extensive  on- 


site training  facilities,  Mr 
Neill  urged  Labour  to  spell 
out  its  policies  before  the  elec- 
tion. Otherwise  business 
would  regard  Tony  Blair’s 
policy  announcements  as. 
pore  showmanship. 

But  Mr  Neill  is  likely  to  be 
focusing  more  on  the  car  and 
, truck  market  than  the  elec- 
tion in  toe  year  ahead.  Fore- 
casting that  chronic  over- 
: capacity  will  result  in 
restructuring  of  “train 
smash”  proportions,  he  said 
parts  companies  had  to  lift 
quality  standards  further, 
raise  productivity  more  and 
be  prepared  to  open  their  ac- 
counts to  customers  in  an  at- 
tempt to  foster  genuine  part- 
nership and  mutually  healthy 
profit  margins. 

Although  he  does  not  say  it, 
Unipart  must  also  cut  its  de- 
pendence on  Rover  in  case  the  i 
company  chooses  not  to ; 
renew  its  contract  when  it  ex* ; 
pires  in  2002. 

Growth  in  mobile  telecoms, 
more  overseas  business  and 
contracts  to  handle  parts  for 
non-auto  mo  five  customers  are 
all  likely  to  be  high  on  the 
management  agenda.  Changes ; 
to  the  shareholding  structure  | 
will  be  a distraction  that  Mr 
Neill  could  do  without 
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“They  claim  that  smoking 
is  as  addictive  as  cocaine 
and  other  hard  drugs.  But 
then  they  also  equate  the 
pleasures  gained  from  caf- 
feine in  coffee  with  cocaine. 
If  yon  drink  coffee  every 
morning  yon  are  probably 
addicted  under  this  new 
definition. 

“It  is  to  protect  non- 
smokers  that  smokers  have 
been  driven  out  of  their  of- 
fices and  into  the  freezing 
and  sweltering  streets.” 

Lord  Cairns  gave  warn- 
ing that  BAT  did  not  expect 
to  match  the  level  of 
growth  it  achieved  in  1995, 
blaming  competitive  condi- 
tions in  insurer  Eagle 
Star’s  market  as  a particu- 
lar factor.  BAT  shares  fell 
10p  to  501p  on  the  state- 
ment. 

Chief  executive  Martin 
Broughton  said  Allied  Dun- 
bar and  Eagle  Star  were 
having  to  find  new  ways  of 
selling  its  products  on  the 
high  street,  following  the 
merger  trend  among  build- 
ing societies  and  banks  in 
recent  months.  He  said 
BAT  bad  no  plans  to  buy  a 
building  society. 


draws 

fire 


BRITISH  Gas  is  heading 
for  another  showdown 
with  shareholders  at  its 
pyinu^i  meeting  next  week 
after  a decision  by  the  consul- 
tancy group.  Pirc,  to  recom- 
mend that  investors  should 
vote  against  the  board  on  a 
raft  of  vital  resolutions. 

pirc  says  that  corporate 
governance  worries  mean 
shareholders  should  veto  the 
adoption  of  toe  accounts,  vote 
against  toe  appointment  of 
four  directors  and  oppose  the 
reappointment  of  the 
auditors.  KPMG. 

The  company  beat  off  a 
shareholder  revolt  over 
boardroom  pay  at  last  year’s 
annual  meeting,  but  only 
after  an  intense  campaign  to 
rally  support  from  its  institu- 
tional backers. 

Already,  this  year,  rela- 
tions between  the  group  and 
its  investors  have  been  tested 
by  a move  from  Noel  Fal- 
coner, the  veteran  small 
QhHi»}]n]H^r  campaigner,  to 
force  British  Gas  to  accept  a 
resolution  that  he  shoald  be 
appointed  to  toe  board. 

Fire’s  voting  advice  looks 
set  to  raise  the  temperature  of 
the  meeting  further. 

The  consultancy  organisa- 
tion focuses  on  executive 
remuneration,  which  it  says 
does  not  reflect  the  best  prac- 
tice recommended  by  the 
Greenbury  committee. 

It  argues  that  boardroom 
pay  rises  averaging  7 per 
cent,  on  top  of  last  year’s  45 
per  cent  average  increase,  do 
not  indicate  that  the  remu- 
neration committee  has  been 
“sensitive"  to  pay  and  condi- 
tions elsewhere  in  the  com- 
pany, as  Greenbury 
recommended. 

Pirc  also  objects  to  the  pay- 
ment of  "golden  hellos"  of 
£100,000  as  well  as  two-year 
contracts  to  executive  direc- 
tors Stephen  Brandon  and 
Roy  Gardner. 

It  argues  that  British  Gas 
should  not  give  the  outgoing 
chief  executive.  Cedric 
Brown,  a chauffeur-driven 
car  for  his  duties  as  president 
of  the  Institute  of  Gas 
Engineers. 

Dick  Giordano  should  also 
hand  over  the  chairmanship 
to  a senior  non-executive  di- 
rector when  he  assumes  the 
role  of  chief  executive  ahead 
of  the  company's  split  into 
two  organisations.  Pirc  says. 

• Jeff  Phillips,  who  resigned 
last  September  after  six 
months  as  finance  director  of 
Coats  Viyella,  received  com- 
pensation of  £262.000  on  top  of 
£97,000  salary. 

The  group's  annual  report 
says  the  remuneration  com- 
mittee ‘‘considered  the  appro- 
priate amount”  but  does  not 
explain  how  it  arrived  at  its 
conclusions. 

Another  director  who 
resigned  last  March  will  con- 
tinue to  receive  Ms  salary 
until  toe  end  of  this  year. 

Coats  is  feeing  fierce  criti- 
cism for  its  decision  to  close 
the  Rainlull  shirt  factory  on 
Merseyside. 
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under  the  Banking  Act  and  the  Forgery  & Counterfeiting  _ 
while  two  former  directors  of  Homesafe  (Insurance  Consul  1 r. 


worth,  50,  and  Paul  Hyans,  33,  both  of  Southampton — 


Trafalgar  loses  Thai  contract 

TRAFALGAR  House  has  lost  a 8650  million  (£433  million)  con- 
tract  in  Thailand  to  German  competition  despite  the  signing  01  ■' 
memorandum  of  understanding  for  toe  project  wimessed  by  Jam  1 
Major  and  the  Thai  premier  BarfoarnSilpa -arc ha  in  February- 

The  project,  to  build  an  iron  and  steel  complex  has  gone  to  the 

Mannasmann  group.  _ „ ... 

TSSI,  the  client  company,  said  a key  reason  why  talks  with 
Trafalgar — now  owned  by  the  Norwegian  Kvaemer  group  — - had 
felled  was  that  Trafalgar  had  raised  its  price  twice  since  the  letter 
of  intent  was  signed.  A spokesman  said  that  Mannesmann  s plan 
would  provide  a bigger  plant  capacity  that  would  help  TSSI  s 
cashflow.  — Tony  May 


Vickers  pursues  Saudi  deals 

VICKERS  chief  executive  Sir  Colin  Chandler  yesterday  played 
down  toe  controversy  surrounding  Saudi  dissident  Mohammed 
al-Mas  ari  and  its  posslhle  effects  on  export  orders  to  Saudi 
Arabia,  particularly  for  toe  company’s  Challenger  2 battle  tanks. 
Speaking  at  the  w«npany**amin«l  meeting  in  London,  Sir  Colin 
described  toe  Government’s  decision  last  week  to  rescind  the 
deportation  order  against  al-Mas'ari  as  a “minor  setback". 

Vickers,  together  with  French  defence  group  Giat,  is  currently 
in  talks  with  the  Saudi  authorities  for  an  order  for  150  battletanks. 
The  order  could  be  worth  in  mcreas  of  £600  million  to  Vickers  if  its 
Challenger  9.  tank  is  preferred  over  toe  rival  French  LeCIerk 
modeL  A decision  is  due  Sometime  next  year. — Extol 


P&O  gives  Tories  £1 00,000 

THE  shipping  and  property  group,  P&O,  under  growing  City 
pressure  to  improve  its  lacklustre  performance  which  saw  a 6 per 
cent  drop  in  profits  last  year,  has  maintained  its  position  as  one  of 
the  largKt  corporate  supporters  of  the  Conservative  Party',  with  a 
contribution  at  £100400.  P&O,  whose  chairman.  Lord  Sterling,  is 
a business  adviser  to  the  Government,  remains  second  only  to 
Hanson  in  terms  of  company  contributions  to  the  Conservatives. 

Tory  rotifers  were  also  swelled  by  £25,000  fast  year  from  King- 
fisher* which  owns  Wocdworths,  B&Qand  Comet  The  group  is. 
however,  one  of  the  few  which  seeks  the  backing  of  shareholders 
for  apolitical  donation.  —Lisa  Buckingham 


Water  concerns  ‘unfounded’ 

SOUTH  West  Water  said  yesterday  that  concerns  about  supply 
interruptions  and  pollution  incidents  “had  proved  to  be  un- 
founded", although  a report  by  the  industry  watchdog  Ofwat 
report  had  identified  shortfalls  in  the  company’s  operations.  "We 
will  respond  positively  to  this  report  which  is  helpful  in  underlin- 
ing both  satisfactory  achievement  in  some  areas  and  shortfalls  in 
others. ” The  investigation,  which  began  in  November  1995,  cov- 
ered six  areas:  drinking  water compliance,  supply  interruptions, 
pollution  incidents,  sewer  flooding,  sewage  treatment  works 
improvements  and  bathing  waters. — Reuter 
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BO  SB  A SHAM,  hot- 
favourite  for  the 
X.OOQ  Guineas,  has 
had  a setback  al- 
though Henry  Cecil,  her 
trainer,  is  playing  down  the 
seriousness  of  tie  injury. 

“She’s  bruised  a foot  but 
hopefully  wiU  be  all  right  in  a 
couple  of  days;”  he  said. 
“She’s  -slightly  lame  on  her 
near-fore  but  her  chance  of 
running  in  the  Guineas  in  ten 
days  time  should  not  be 
affected." 

Bookmaker  reaction  has 
been  minimal  and  Hill’s  keep 
Basra  Sham  at  2-5  followed  by 
Bint  Sahabil  at  9-2  and  Bint 
Shadayld  at  7-1.  News  that 
John  Reid  would  ride  Dance 
Sequence  has  prompted  some 
backing  for  this  Michael 
Stoute  filly  who  is  now  16-1 
from  20'$. 

However,  it  Is  always  dis- 
quieting to  hear  of  an  injury 
before  a big  race  and  if  Bosra 
Sham  does  not  recover 
quickly  time  will  be  against 
her.  Cigar  braised  a foot  a 
month  before  the  Dubai 
World  Cup  and  had  to  rested 
for  u days  but  that  still  left 
BUI  Mott  time  to  get  him 
.ready.  Cecil's  schedule  is  a lot 
tighter. 

Take  Bosra  Sham  out  of  the 
race  and  it  becomes  very 
much  a second  division  aftair. 
Only  those  with  decent  ante- 
post  prices  about  some  of  the 
others  will  be  hoping  she  does 
not  make  it 

Today’s  Trintn  feature  race 
is  the  group  two  Sandown 
MUe  and  a very  trappy  affair 
it  looks.  There  is  hardly  more 
than  31b  or  41b  between  most 
of  the  field,  although  Deco- 
rated Hero  and  Autumn  Af- 
fair look  outclassed. 

Soviet  Line,  the  mount  of 
Rat  Eddery,  was  sharpened 
up  with  a run  behind  Passion 
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For  Life  over  six  furlongs  at 
Newmarket  last  week,  while 
First  Island  and  Gabr  fin- 
ished third  and  fourth  respec- 
tively behind  Luso  at  the , 
samemeeting. 

Gabr,  who  raced  in  Dubai 
and  the  States  last  season, 
winning  twice,  is  best  at  a , 
mile  and  may  have  found  last 
week's  nine  furlongs  a shade 
too  far. 

Nwaamis,  after  a lengthy  ■ 
lay  off,  was  beaten  by  First 
bland  at  Doncaster  on  the  i 
opening  day  of  the  season  and 
is  open  to  Improvement,  but  i 
be  has  yet  to  live-up  to  his 
reputation. 

My  selection  is  Inzar 
<8.40),  a tough  colt  who  im- 
proved throughout  last  sea- 
son and  finished  third  in  the 
group  one  Prtx  de  la  Foret  an 
his  final  outing.  . 

He  had  Myself  behind  then, 
confirming  the  superiority  he 
had  shown  over  this  filly  ear- 
lier at  Goodwood.  He  has  not 
won  over  a mile  but  ran  last 
season  as  ff  the  trip  would  not 
be  a problem. 

Regal  Archive  (2.35),  from 
Peter  Chapple-Hyam’s  in- 
form stable,  gets  the  vote  in 
the  Tudor  Conditions  Stakes 
even  though  this  highly  rated 
colt  beat  little  on  his  debut  at 
Hampton  and  took  plenty  af 
time  to  do  it 

That  was  over  seven  fhr- 
longs  and  he  came  through 
very  late  suggesting  that  an 
extra  furlong  or  so  ia. 
essential  for  him. 

The  one  he  has  to  beat  on 
form  (admittedlly  last  sea- 
son’s) is  A1  Abraq  who  fin- 
ished sixth  to  Rio  Biwlda  in 
the  30- runner  Taftersalls 
Houghton  Stakes. 

The  Athlone  Handicap  is 
one  of  the  best  betting  events 
on  the  card  and  Pengamon 
(3.05)  should  not  be  for  away 
judged  on  his  neck  second  to 
Welton  Arsenal  when  backed 
from  25-1  to  7-1. 
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Race  against  time . . . Bosra  Sham,  odds-on  for  the 
1,000  Guineas,  has  ten  days  to  recover  photo-,  uahth  lynch 
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408  U95D4  NWAAIN8  (8ft)  1BQJ  Dunlop  444 HMteaft 

410  060364  AUTUMN  AFFAIR  (34)  C Brttnn  44-11 WRy— 8 

411  DD32B2-  LAPOF UDC0RY(1ft6) (CD)  WJifri* 74-11 BYtaHmia 

413  100*30-  HYSSIF  (184)  P Chaftpla-Hyna  *4-11 J NaM  8 


-TOPFOMTinil 


r8,teyaaKT,l 


Bate#  Oaad  to  aott.  * Haoatea  IteliH. 

2^80  I8LLTOWM  PnOFMH  1 LOM ANT  MOWCE  HURDLE  4YO  Mo  110fd»Ca,TTg 
1 15*11  EXNCIinVEDanN  (8ft)  (Dj}UnMRmtoV1V7  — 7Mm 

8 4116  MAHCHANT  H8M  (tt)  P)  U HaoonOK)  114 ROanWy 

a UOPO  RUST  BfTM(X7]  7 Dy*r  *>-12 ABaMte 

4 DM  TBYPHfJOiM Banwood  10-7 l. MrCBo— ar(3) 

DaOtete  »-J1  EracuBw  Oman.  S-ftWrtftHlMnft  5-1  Tlfph  20-1  Bm  ttlai  4i— ai 


2.55(UUWm.MM37ICaftllWIONALJOCNBPV8BXl)CAI>liDUAa4fl1DyftCa^M 

1-  *42-315  RAUJHM0(83)flmPUiMBUi  7-124 — OC*M 

8 P-03124  JOMOVI (IB)  Ma M Rayetey  7-11-10 CteeCanrnw* 

m 

3 604*45  TIM  LAOOfflNQ  UNDO  (ft)  (CO)  Waal  R*wHI10-n4 _FLnMy 

4 U3SPPPa(PUNM*8)NDML(mr0wr5-n4 AUatmOi* 


4 U3SPWO(7UNMft8MDML(mr0wr5-n4 

9 P0FJ-6DP  nafln  COUWTY  (109)  J Birelay  KMO-n ECalta^na 

• 51FP/A-  KASNV  DDKS  (1 17Q  M Bamet  10-10-10 A Wtet  (Ml  . 

7 034P40  OOFFmHUmT(M(D)WKMift  5-10-7 J Haworth  (5) 

8 IB-F3P6  RMBItIHD (41)  JEdwnnH 7-KM  BHanfng 

8 53BB0  WWTW0ATW4FWiWCflg(118)  B Etteen  5-104 Nffon— kl(S) 

10  6»«5  8C8D0L  OF  SCIENCE  (ft?)  R UdfeHw  6-104  — 8MNraia(8) 

11  558M6  MLLTOWM RU^S (34) (CJ T Dyw 7-1D4  RIMMb(3> 

18  8540  SYLVAN  CILamATIOM (48) JGNdlfl  6-104 : DPnfcar 

18  43D006  OOU.Y  PMCEft(tl)  WSmah  11-104 _AT*yter(3) 

Idlhf  74  Joan**,  O4Ha0BgK>.  Cqiperlmit  7-1  Tta  Laughing  Laid.  8-1  Mm  End,  MVi  Mteoan 
Bton  13  r— » 


3-50  H8HU0I  UMMCAPnO  ln4l  HAM 

1 000-1  MOHr»NriO)JOUDtopS-7 X Outer  10 

1 3052-20  SIX  CLUES  (30)  J PnzQef  aid  6-11  . JtMteU 

a M3t~izMacaoitMm(mmTb«*tv*-x M«n83 

4 004  O0WTtNHMWIND(30)UBa0fr4 H Fate  • 

5 mO-UI  MSOEMMjDUSfl  09(D)  SWfflnrai  84  — J Tate  19 

8 2B20Q5-8I»T8A»f*WIWU.CIBHAJ«w«84 JOaaall 

7 535-  DA8IA  (17ft)  J Baas*  8-4  — flhteMl 

8 1032*4  TBORMTOUf  ftSrAT8(3t7t{8F)M.tabottM8-3 BlMCiaai 

18* 

8 OOM  ■AHM.VMCiftMGamAft  6-1 LCfcaraa afca 

10  00042  80-00  W NAN88B (11) B BUaite 8-1 MKaranOyl 

11  H»4  POABK (1ft) P CMhm 7-T3  — N«wteyC3)<1 

18  is*  MJfrUlA  Jflfl{il>lf  JoboaenT-is 

11  00040  OBORALOUW (1« H^ltraB 7-0 ; .9*101(1)1 

1ft  . 00004  WHETMOM8NnCHnPUvpby7-10  WCnftrte  14 

■ 18  0438  MBINNB(18)E  ANttft  7-M Fhwy(S)4 

70FF88MHWiteMft*M8.0o  NnMiwfta  Ha— arT,  JHwwiFarfct 

8oKtete7-*  UsHaaLft-O  JacLaon  Part.  8-1 5a  Ctefte  S«^P«nljuv  «M  0vCo4ninB-fteBflW.  12-1 

tenaAppnmLBoWHiTkaWna  ISnwm 


4J20  8MRN0W  HAWK  MAIDBI STAKEB  370 1»  41  £3gm 

1 2 AKKA  SOUR  {S3)U  C/KSO30  54 : — JAtter* 

X LAUAN8  M JoteMUB  94 jWaawrl 

3 05-2  MKMAN(18)LCianftBi  84 —K  Onlay  1 

■4  3 1*0HD*C  H8B0(13)  A Jutet  84 JTatefr 

8 ft— P8C7IN8  Deoff  SaUh  0-0 -KFMeaS 

8 ClASMCCOULSaiSMftteirafrO JHUtel 

7 0-O4LDORAH  (QUID  (178)  TEasteOy  8-0 N«teoh7 

8 0 TROIKA  H 3)  J Bony  64 JCtenA2 

IDF  POM  YB»  Wpnr  1 0,  Am  Sata>  7,  Norftfe  Km  8 

MtteteVfiWftWM.  6-1 VUM*.  6-1  Ann*  SoM,  ftVt  Hoitee  Item.  13-1  CMoraa  Soul  U-I^Tioiaa. 


4.55  KSftTlMCUMMBirAjaBSmrEtncajtm 

• 1 360P4  TElTftKTOO  (7)  A Hamaon  *4-7 AMnOayB 

3 5UKI4P«LACSaAnrrDIICN(140ID)ua«rryB-fM JCteTBftft* 

3 06Z2Q*  AT  THE  BAWDY  (30J  UH  L 5-84 JDMMte- 

4 CD042  HBATHYAIBIItAOK mil! Dots *4-9 KEterteyX* 

5 3604S4THMA48(t8)F«K*aa*44 -AteraT 

8 54-00  K»»UU|ft)Watoim*4-S JRnteft 

7 Z*fO/M)NNAMUC  WAV  (30)WBftMr  7-676 _Htenmki» 

.8  2500/40  OHHOmTA«AW(i)B  Unray  4-B4 : ; TWii  ■ 1 

TOF  FORM  IPfc  Haalfcyafft  lftMft>  8.  MaearftH  Taneh  T.TaaTaa  Taa  8 
■aWteftiftMIlMBlyftidtlitetfc.  3-1  PftlatftftftteTDneO.  9-2  76ft  Taa  Top.  5-1  Kafthara.  8-1  AlTK  Sway. 
OttnaaoteONn.  


3J25  MM  LIFE  OF  CANADA  HANDICAP  CHASE  3raE8J03 

1 2F1341  MftlUDaH  MNUM  (80)  (CO)  UH  L Rraiall  B-1 V10 AUwiftau 

1 P141UU  CBUDH BOY (8S> (D) M»J GDOdteftOW MVII-B JRSteaal 

3 VWPP  mMTUK(U)J0NMJ9-1V1 „PCi ifcany* 

4 23P311  IHNFA  (0)  (4M  ax)(D)  0 Rldautte  8-11-1 ADgkUa* 

8 DCU32P  80flU.DtB,(3)(BF)BRoUnmD  10-10-5 Rte«*te 

8 F1/40S  ASTMB8(41)(D)  JFUSanld8-W4 MDwyar 

Banter  7-*  FteeteVl  Banda.  3-1  Aatmgs.  7-2  Hilda.  5-1  CdWn  Boy.M-1  Born  0o«p.  14-1  FraraUm. 


4aOO  OLOBAL ntMKMWXMKDICAPWlOlMXm  llOytei  C8^4t 

1 2)2205  BTASN TW CAM (*) (D)T Dyur 5-1 V1D RMftftM(7) 

3 377441  Mni8AIK(<«)(ai)l*aAIRawtfy*-ivU Mr  II  ■— man 

(71 

8 148*22  CIDB18NT  WBCU  (8)  W T EaMBtOy  B-1V0 -LWyarW 

4 01050*  MARGO  MAONWICO  (7)  (0)7  Dyw  fr-HW Altete>[7) 

8 R04C*  HUWAY  (10)  U (terras  8-XM  PVwW 

■ 3B0P-11  DAMMOOTV (W) WKenp 7-504  DSMV* 

7 U4400  PfiOOY  OORDON  {28)  Ur*  D Demon  5-104  — . 0 tecCaomsk 

(7> 

8 afMU  Bomn  (IQ  jFteGoraU  7-104 FUafey(S) 

BaOtaftE  6-t  MabOftiftk  vi  Cwiftot  Spaart.  Vi  Sttsti  T1m  Caaa.  DapMM.  7-1  Niwav.  12-1  Mans 
fcliflnifleo.  6oai*r.  Bihmti 


4.30  BOMT 1 YOirXQ MOVtCftCHAftftteTI 4f  If Oydt C&7X4 
1 OP-124  MITTS  ROY  (44)  XBftSay  7-11-J2 RDwwwOy 

3 11P244  FirrmvmOIIUHMn  I (IB)  (PDMrtJBrpwa  7-11-12 ADobbte 

• 162112  ROCKET RUR(3)(q)MH8L  RrataO  VI V12  _A71wnftea 

4 MP232  KA8T  HOUSTON  (ft)  JOteaDS  7-114  „ XWyr 

8 W233  WfBTEDfAMOHD (11] (RF) Ub* l RmtsU VI V3 — ■ Fatter* 

BaHtate  8-n  Betty's  Bor.  VI  Rodnt  Rao.  VI  FfiysevaPchancHa,  Vl  East  Hoornm.  TVl  White 

OMoad.  a n limit 


Balttefti  Vl  llyaait  6-1  limr,  VI  PHI  totend.  7-1  Koran*.  Gabr.  Vi  Sowat  Una.  W-1  MUx. 

FORM  OWDE-llttAlli  Lad  II  oU.  no  extra  ctoaa  home  whaajrotf  U.bia  131.1a  Poplar  BtuO.  MYSELF  (i*c 
Nb).  ahasys  hi  rur.  Mh  |Longc)iarrft  7L  good  in  tirra]. 

naor  ttUNik  HaM  ip.tMtftd  htedMi  tsw  if  DHL  kft|xaiL3rd  ol  8 ten  W.to  Liao.  GA8R  OMf).  tedad 
Daw  lurtong.  4*.  ttn  2B  (Na«mrW  1*  R.  good  id  tern). 

DNMANISt  Oowaead  am  a art  Wpi  no  Aral  Wane.  3rd  of  7. 1*1 41.  to  ffiBT  &AND  (tewi)  ted  «ra> 
hxlono  (DondaSat  1m.  good], 

fiOVKT  mCton  up  ter  Hd*  teWi  DteiMcftd  ftral  N.  7teal  13.  tea  a 10  Panion  For  Ute  (NBMWrtte  Of. 
Boodtoina). 

NIJOi  Tmcasdl«ailBrs.aAo(l2iouLnmouldisi>  near  Gntthwftea  ten  !B  by  BISHOP  OF CA3VG-(rac  610]  lad 
BO  osVODaeasiw  >ma(teM)ftd 

MftHOF  OF  CMIMliTiad  la  attetafa,  ■sinned  flml<lrtonBwtie»«lti  01  flL  tenia.  IQ  BaJHAatoHuL 
goadteioO). 


L*ii  r ■ ij. ! ilj ! 


4.1 0 OURORMD  HANDICAP  tea  TtyOa  B4J841 

KOI  4111/f-  DOAIL1AN  (#77)  lira  M Revatey  V1D4 — _ 

sw  *355-00  CYP8B8AVB8JK  (7)  RHaanoii  *4-5  

BBS  3/234  3P8ID  TO  LEAD  (ft)(ftF)  H Cadi  *4-2  

604  424081  TOY  FllCm*  (10)  MM  m)CBnn»in  44-13 
505  52*53V  MUUH8E  JUVY  flfl^C  Egertor  7-V72 


AOftraaa8 

DtedaftlM 

MHlnyM 

M Hmy  (ft)  10 

505  52*»V  MAUHE 8AVT (15WC Egwlon 74-K NHafttewS 

BOB  mviio  LEAR  DANCER  («0(b}(W)  P MAM  8-6-11 A art  11* 

807  3853-  DAHm (IBS)  R /Unbuilt  44-7 *teMn7 

B08  (V6Z333-  BAHKNB)  SOVBMWM  (Xftft)  J Flnshaae  W? P lliteaa  4 

BM  40M2/V  FHUI0QAT1V1  (lift  R Mrapami  VB-6 8 Drawl  (3)  18 

510  270W-5  C«U MY OUNST (1J) BPaftMdT 84-*  VCarwtf 

>11  330004  HKTTAAFIB (10) MteaBEftMUfS 37-10  OflwftwM ft 

B1I  6*162V  ROCKY  FORUM  (»S)(D)QL  Monro  4-7-10  — JftdmS 

513  055004  RK8AAN88QIK (14) P Morphy  VT-10  — FNartaaS 

B14  3t4V*0aENnSHAN8»(38)(0O)P  Murphy  6r7>10 NMbbmI 

UN*  POOH  UPSi  SftMdTa  Uad  8,  Dartar  7,  HaBaM  0 

■aft— B=  Vi  Spnad  To  Law.  VI  HftftratefL  Toy  FTtecwau  7-1  Erzadten.  Vl  Dartar.  Cycma  Aaanae. 
Barton  Sowtepe,  10-1  teuaOaaWivy.  14  nraai 

FOM  BWK-8KXD1Q  LEAQcLfid  three  dU-  hnded  1 1/2f  out,  kNM  00  mil.  Hn2l  by  Pidsiusidb 
IHbm—W  Un  41  hep,  good  to  Arm) 

TOY  PMKNBSelaaoiMr  a oii.  raao*  ateLbaat  HATTAAFEH  IncWb),  ran*  MU.  90  iFoftteaton*  im7f 
KlytteAca  good  to  tent). 

DAKTrt  Ontpacad  ovor  2f  out.  kapton  u»t—  lasL  3rd  ol  8 ten  4B.  tolimly  Lyra  (Lalotaor  im  8.6rn8. 
GYPRBES  AVBKIft  CMaM  wnnarSf.  am  —ted.  71b olS.  ten  SR,  id  Kiciranf  pfci— ny  2m  hep.  gaod  to 
aofl). 

8ARFQIB  SOVERfKrt  Lad  dw  21  ote  unll  Onal  tariong  «o«  3nl  of  3 On  ».  id  l—s  Pin  U|p  IYwiodoBi 
1»  StnnyOs  bcp.  good  to  OnN. 

PARAMS8  NAVY:  Outpaced  atrugU.  soon  no  d—gar.  DdombteULioLaBnai  ffiouftraai  2m  hep. 


5.30  TOM  DYn  A CO.  STANDMa  OFMM  HArmUL  HUNT  FIAT  (Dh  Q -a  1 1ftyd*  0^80 

1 MEMO  K Baity  Vl  14 RDmoody 

a ' HYDRO  u Hammond  5-11-2  nomtay 

1 DOS  UFttetfOY  (11)  J Tamar  V1V2 WFry 

4 o sVKiNaaijJoanrviM nxmi 

8 0 MW«ALCOteiWT(5ftJJ  Haters  V»-)1  ABoM— 

0 00  HSU'S  MT  (48|  RMeKaftuV«-11 9rat.ni 

T P RU7IF8«UHrBUH(34)T  Pyar  VtO-m A LMw  (7) 

8'  4 MBWm—l  man  (Ml  J Ja-taari  VIO-tQ WOwyar 

ft  02  7W8HWBW  LN8END  (81)  0 Body  vip-w BHantteg 

—Oteflt  vi  Fiena  Vi  it*  Sharnw  L«end.  9-2  Hydro.  Nonharo  Fonimr.  tvi  Rubs  Surons*.  w-i 
•ftte'BPftL  ftiiauui* 


Results 


•7. 


Tf/ 


• Hiskered  for  the  firsr  time  — CARLISLE:  3.50  Thoratoun 
Estate;  555  Strathtore  Dream.  LUDLOW:  5.45  Prue's  Problem,' 
7.45  JSaye  Buster;  S.15  Rivetrbank  Rose.  PERTH:  430  White 
DtamolfeL’SANDOWN:  4.10  Cyprrss  Avenue.  TAUNTON:  5^a 
iJawbiistferr  6.36  Majboor  Yafoosc  750  Logie. 


BEVERLEY 

4.10  com  1,  ftiAJon  ailAUTV.  D Harri- 
son (184  two;  a,  Oomte  (83-1):  9,  Draft 
D*wM2-U.  K ran.  5,  IX.  (J  FanahauM)Toia 
0-60;  Cl  30,  C2V40.  El  JO  Dute  F.  El 5650. 
Trio  £22838.  CSF:  C47.7D.  Nft:  AUKHrarry. 
*40  ff«  IF  XOTy*p  1,  BKMfTE- 
caawta,  F Lynch  {2-5  law):  *.  PiuBtom 
Kteaa4r(lV-11:3,D»loo(11-£)  Snui  K.2 
(R  GltHI  T:  £1.80:  Cl  10.  £2.00.  Cl.ia  DF. 
C830.Trur  GB.O0.CSF:C8D7.NR  Cry  Baby 
B.10(Tf  lQOpda):1»  COYOTE  BLUFF,  J 
ROM  (13-2):  8,  SWaMwra  (»-l);  8,  taybotya 
(5-1).  S-4  fav  Btata  of  Caution.  T ran.  Shd.  V 
(P  CMppie-Hyarn)  Tote:  Cfi&ft  XSM.  C9.7& 
DualF.E1B.ia  CSF- £41 35. 

8*D  (la  100ydB>  1,  HteBDWBfT,  O 
Urbina  (7-4  llawl;  3;  Mate  Tka  caowte  f8-*c 
3,  SBftfcy  Bay  (T-i).  12  ran.  X.  3.  (L  Cumuli) 
Tow  E320;  £1 20.  £1 40.  £230.  Ouftl  R £05a 
Trio:  £10.00.  CSF-.  £0.6*.  MR 
BanhOiftfceftnift 

4.10(1  <»  HaOTjnte):  I.XUUMJMaOLO- 
VBR,  M Fenton  II2-1 K 8.  EMdnw  H*4  (11-4 
tevK  3,  Mara  data  (H-lr.  4,  fttenhoaaaa 
(14-1).  IBraa  X IK  (DUortty | Tot*  na.Ta 
C3-70,  £1.40,  £1.70  £3jq  Dual  F:  G49JKL  ' 
CSF'  0*7.70.  Trio:  £V**ftO  Incase  £28036. 
MR.  McOiMyduddy  Ra*W  | 

4j40  (laa  If  ROTyteaN  1,  FALWa  W ' 
Carson  {11-4  tew);  2,  Ctawda  Cetoara  , 
17-H:  3.  Woa  Haadia  (ft-21  tOran.2  IK  IJ  | 
Dunlopi  TOr  £*.10;£1 50  £230  tS  ML  Dual 


F C30.50  Trio:  Crzjo.  CSF:  £23.83.  Triooat 
EBSL37. 

«UOPObDU&  PLACBPOTi  £2830- 
jACKPoncB^aam 

FONTWELL 

»*»  (ten  sf>  1,  BAFKAEL  BOtXME.  R 
□ante  (7-4  fav);  2,  Jut  Bnuaa  (0-*n  A 
hnporlal  Uteteft* (7-1).  12  ran.  3,  Zl  (Mbs 
Vann  Ua  Williams)  Tow  C2.7tt  £tea  £130. 
C1.7D.DUUF:  C4.10.Trkr  £430.  CSF'  £831. 
2M  (tern  sail,  DOUNDI  PfODB,  B CW- 
Urd  (15-2);  a,  Mnate  An  Ac*  J1D-1X  3, 
Ramatar  (14-1).  3-1  fW  Black  Church.  13 
ran.  Me.  13.  (Q  Balding)  Tote  £830:  £3.10. 
£230.  tt.«L  Dual  F:  £84.60.  Trier  £23&Sa 
CSF- C7435.  Trteaat  CB4887. 
uo  para  «fh  4,  MAte,  D GalUghw 
(5-ff.  X.  Mae  OteMn  (7-1);  3,  Mm  Hb- 
■n*  (7-i).  7-2  tev  Fresh  Choioa.  1*  ran.  Hd. 
10  |P  R Renans)  Tons  £330;  C14ft  Cvia 
CiJfla  Dual  F-.  0938  Trio-  £104.8a  CSF: 
£3871.  Tr  least  £23200. 

3-BO  (M  af  noydtt  ft,  ST  KILLS,  B 
Poftrall  <10-1)1  2,  tawabuc*  (19-2).  *. 
"rmraalM**  Fatal  17-2).  3-1  tev  Punchte 
How.  7 ran.  Hd.  hd.  (R  Buckler)  Trw  Clllft 
£3.70,  C2SO  Dub)  F'  £2030  CSF:  £70.46. 
*30  (ta  3f  HOydaN  1.  CWLDHAY 
CfftOoOLATM,  p fteta  (10-11  Wv):  z.  pi» 
grmru  (5-21:  3,  Cate  M*  Rluar  (8-1).  G ran. 
Hd.  dML  (P  NcnoUal  Tow  £130:  £1.50.  - 
£138  DuUF:  C330CW:O5T.  1 

430  (Date  em  1.  TIM,  S Fn*  (100-90  utv  I 
tevt  2,  HaaaiHnte  teal*  (5-1);  3,Sprina 
Onaa  (100-30  Jhl-tevL  12  rail  ALU 
jsnkinal  Tow  t33tr  C1.70.  £220.  £1.10  1 


OuftfF:  £12.  SO.  Trio-  CSSO.  CSF:  £1838. 

830  (3m  af):  1,  AWTONW  MAMAHO,  P 
Hide  [6-1):  2,  Coteiltfva  f7-H);  3,  Pratnrta 

Daaoar  (11-*L  8-4  fsw  Whistling  Back.  12 
ran.  18.  9.  (J  GiffanJ)  Torn:  £8.00;  sate 
Cite  £130.  Dual  F-  £1250.  Two-  £22.70. 
CSF- £26.08. 

QUADPOTi  £19.00.  PUCOOnQSm 

PERTH 

a-OO  (tap  1,  dflQUSWKHTNia  A 
Dobbin  t3-1  tev):  X,  Ovmr Ha*  lotoml  (7-at 
a,  WUte  Court  (4-1).  ft  ran.  4, 22.  (P  Mon- 
latthlTole:  £330:  £1.18  £1.40.  Cite  Dual  F: 
w.*a  Trio  casa  CSF-  saia 
uo(taiiDyMi>AcroFPAn)VP 
Mhran  (13-8  tawT.  X Cnonaboey  114-1):  a, 
NuuafMy  fteftara  (9-2).  15  ran.  Nk.  nk.  (N 
saaUMj  Tot*.  £2te  cite  cate  cite 
Dual  F:  £13  88  Trio:  Ml  te  CSF:  E233S. 
UO(aa)i1,FOUmG4LTOmADab- 
bfn  (2-1);  X,  W*u  ftew  (13-8  tew):  t,  fqw 
Saady  (18-1).  7 ran.  18  *.  (R  NOten)  Tote; 
£3  38  Cl  48  £140.  Dual  F;  £300.  CSF:  C5te 
330  (an  1 10yd*>  4,  DOHT  SKUA  R 
Ganiny  (0-2):  3f>rtnctead  Flayar  (7-a  lawL 
3 Drnndcru*  (26-1).  11  ran.  5,  9.  Ol 
Hammond)  Tots:  £5.78  Clio.  Eite.  £358 
DuUF: £8.68 Trio: C38B8 CSF: £1358.  ' 

VOO  (JIuUc  1,  UTTUe  triCMLOCfC.  Alia  V 

Jacftson  (25-11:  X,  Romany  Ktay  (100-30); 
3,8au«mniMtaatr*IC2-l).7-4lavHoway- 
nten.  7ian.3.fl.  (Mra  OOituonl  row  CZ3.18 
IEteQ*0  Dual  F-  £49.1 3 CSF:  C8LG8. 
V30(3*n4f  1lOyda>  1,  URBAN  DANC- 
ING, a CrnhM  (11-2);  2,  Johum  Tin  Boy 
(7-11.  *.  «u*rtm  fft-»  law).  7 ran.  2 nil  (B 


BUson)  Tote:  C&te  £348  £2.08  Dual  P 
£1378  CSF:  £3848 

QUADDOHG5538  MJM-MDBfi  EBIU8 


M Fran  it  la  Datiori  naa  boon  euapandaO  lor 
(wo  (fays  (May  6 ui07)  tor  carafasi  rieflng  on 
Sualtach  al  Bavarlaiy  yaatarday.  Under  rha 
old  rules,  DbdorTft  ban  would  have  takaa 
*Ret9  on  May  4 and  3 but  beeausa  tear*  ara 
SrouporM  raeaa  on  bote  Bays,  notably  Bm 
1000 and  2000 OufaWMS.  Ma  auapanaten  haa 
baon  datum  ad. 
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Soccer 


David  Lacey  on  the  goalless  draw  and  missed  chances  of  Terry  Venables*  team  against  Croatia  on  Wednesday 


England  look  lost  without  Shearer 


Between  now  and 
June  8,  when  Eng- 
land open  the  Euro- 
pean Championship 
against  Switzer- 
land. there  should  be  a 
national  day  of  prayer  for  the 
well-being  of  Alan  Shearer's 
groin. 

This  may  represent  a su- 
preme act  of  faith,  since  the 
man  in  question,  even  when 
fit.  has  not  scored  for  his 

country  in  nearly  two  sea- 
sons. But  to  pretend  that  Eng- 
land's principal  hope  of  mak- 


ing a decent  fist  of  the  finals 
does  not  still  rest  with 
Shearer  would  be  supreme 
folly. 

Another  goalless  night  at 
Wembley  on  Wednesday, 

! against  Croatia  this  time,  re- 
emphasised the  point  The 
good  news  about  Terry  Ven- 
ables’s  team  this  season  is 
that  chances  have  been  cre- 
ated at  a greater  rate.  The  bad  | 
is  that  they  have  been  missed  : 
in  roughly  the  same  ratio. 

Against  Colombia  in 
September  England  struck 


crossbar  or  post  three  times. 
In  December's  1-1  draw  with 
Portugal  Gareth  Southgate 
headed  against  the  bar.  On 
Wednesday  Steve  McMana- 
man hit  a post 
At  least  these  scoring  at- 
tempts found  the  edges  of  the 
target  The  point-blank  shots 
put  high  and  wide  by  Robbie 
Fowler  and  Teddy  Sheringham 
this  time  were  less  excusable. 
Fowler  did  not  have  a bad 
first  90  minutes  for  England 
but  Venables  surely  cannot 
believe  that  "the  fact  he's  got 


FA  denies  China  crisis  over  pot-holed  pitch 


'I  HE  FA  remains  confl- 
/ dent  that  England’s 
game  in  China  on  May  23 
will  go  ahead  despite  alle- 
gations that  the  pitch  in 

Beijing  is  too  dangerous  for 
the  friendly. 

Terry  Venables  flies  to 
China  next  week  to  check 
out  the  Workers  Stadium, 
where  last  year  David  Sea- 


man broke  his  ankle  after 
stumbling  in  a pot-hole 
while  playing  for  Arsenal. 

“If  the  pitch  isn’t  right 
we  won't  go,"  Venables 
said  bluntly.  “I  don't  expect 
that  to  happen  because  they 
know  we  are  serious,  they 
have  got  to  get  it  right.”  j 
England  could  switch  to 
Japan,  who  were  Wembley  , 


visitors  last  summer  for  the 

CJmbro  Cup. 

The  FA's  travel  manager 
Brian  Scott  recently  trav- 
elled to  China  and  reported 
that  the  pitch  was  recover- 
ing well  from  the  ravages  of 
winter. 

England’s  final  prepara- 
tion game  is  in  Hong  Kong 
on  May  26. 


a game  under  his  belt  and 
missed  a couple  of  chances 
will  do  him  good".  ; 

Statements  get  misheard 
amid  the  hubbub  of  a post- 
match press  conference  and 
this  may  have  been  a case  in 
point  Either  way,  the  only 
things  that  do  goalscorers  any 
good  are  goals,  and  the  lack  of 
them  remains  the  most  wor- 
rying aspect  of  England's  run- 
in  to  Euro  '96. 

It  should  have  dawned  on 
England  by  now  that  there  is 
a world  of  difference  between 
knocking  heads  off  dandelions 
In  the  Premiership  and  scoring 
goals  against  European  defend- 
ers who  know  their  stuff.  The 
first  toadies  of  Ferdinand  and 
Fowler  have  appeared  indiffer- 
ent at  the  higher  leveL  The 
three-man  defence  bad  cause 
to  be  grateful  that  Suker  and 
Boksic  were  not  greatly  in- 
clined to  stress  what  was 
really  needed. 

In  fact  Croatia's  entire  ap- 
proach was  only  marginally 
more  interested  than  that  of 
Bulgaria  a month  earlier.  All 


the  pre-match  talk  about  a 
new  nation  state  finding  in- 
spiration at  Wembley  was  so 
much  Balkan  Sobranie. 

The  more  words  swamp 
these  occasions  tfae  more 
meaningless  does  the  ver- 
biage become-  Those  Bisham 
Abbey  rituals,  when  England 
players  are  either  just  happy 
to  be  in  the  squad  and  never 
mind  about  being  In  the  team, 

or  are  delighted  to  be  in  the 
team  but  would  have  been 
happy  just  to  be  in  the  squad, 
are  becoming  tiresome. 

Word  went  round  this  week 
that  Sheringham  would  not 
be  giving  interviews.  Far 
from  hurling  themselves 
grief-stricken.  Into  the  nearby 
Thames,  the  scribes  retired  to 
the  pub  for  a period  of 
thanksgiving. 

There  really  is  not  much 
left  to  say.  From  now  on,  all 
that  really  matters  is  what 
happens,  or  does  not  happen, 
on  the  field.  Venables  bas 
achieved  the  semblance  of  a 
balanced  team  but  will  be  In 
trouble  should  Tony  Adams, 


Barren  Anderton  and  Shearer 
all  be  lost  through  injuries.  Of 
the  three;  Shearer  is  causing 
least  concern.  With  the  others 
it  is  touch  and  go. 

Miroslav  Blaze  vie,  the  Cro- 
atia coach,  dropped  some  add 
Into  Wednesday’s  proceed- 
ings when  he  described  Eng- 
land as  “sterile  and  predict- 
able”. He  was  half  right. 

Venables 's  team  is  hardly 
sterile.  An  encouraging  pat- 
tern of  patient  possessive 
football  has-  developed  this 
season.  In  the  build-up  to 
attacks  the  passing  has  be- 
come quite  profound. 

As  the  England  coach  said 
later  “We’re  getting  players 
into  areas  where  they're  not 
pressurised  by  the  opposition, 
where  they're  getting  space 
and.  time.  We  aLways  used  to 
go  and  mark  our  markers  and 
put  ourselves  under  pressure 
everywhere.  It  was  always  a 
scrap;  every  pass,  every  ball 
was  a scrap.  I think  we’re  get- 
ting there." 

Yet  England  are  still  pre- 
dictable in  those  areas  near  | 


goal  where  the  capacity  toe 
surprise  is 

McManaman  began  drifting 
into  the  middle,  too  much  de- 
pended on  Steve  Stone  s 
crosses  reaching  the  head  erf 
Sheringham,  not  a ploy 
to  cause  sleepless  nights  m 
Italy  or  Germany. 

Only  Paul  Gascoigne  to 

recent  years  has  consistency 

produced  the  unexpected  for 
pn gland,  and.  as  his  fading 
contribution  showed,  he  is 
not  the  player  of  1990:  and  nei- 
ther is  David  Platt.  Peter 
Beardsley  can  still  destroy  a 
league  defence  with  wit  and 
skill,  but  in  this  respect 
McManaman  is  the  only  via- 
ble alternative  tor  Euro  '96. 

England’s  next  match  is 
against  Hungary  on  May  18, 
followed  by  the  Far  East  tour 
to  Ghina  and  Hong  Kong.  By 
then  Venables  will  know  bis 
squad.  Woe  betide  him  if 
Shearer’s  groin  has  a relapse. 
The  happiest  sight  for  Eng- 
land on  Wednesday  was  Scot- 
land’s defence  being  diced  by 
the  Laudrups. 


Robson  - - - England  block 


Robson 
at  Boro 

until 

1999 


Marie  Redding 


Golf 


Carlos 
is  next 
king 


Michael  Britton  In  Valencia 


NOT  for  nothing  is  the 
province  of  Valencia 
known  as  the  orchard 
of  Spain-  It  is  not  only  or- 
anges that  grow  on  trees  in 
this  part  of  the  Iberian  penin- 
sula. so  does  talent 
Sergio  Garcia,  the  16-year- 
old  European  amateur  cham- 
pion, has  already  made  his 
mark  in  Britain  and  else- 
where, but  Carlos  de  Meral  is 
only  10  years  old,  and  he  had 
to  play  truant  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  his  idol  Seve  Bal- 
lesteros and  the  rest  on  the  El 
Saler  links  this  week. 

Yet  yesterday  Peter  Baker, 
who  was  hailed  as  Britain’s 
boy  wonder  when  he  beat 
Nick  Faldo  in  a play-off  to  win 
his  first  professional  title  j 
eight  years  ago,  was  still  talk- , 
tog  about  De  Meral.  one  of  his 
partners  to  toe  pro-am  pre- 
lude, after  the  Midlander 
swept  back  to  his  best  form 
with  a first-round  67. 

"It  was  amazing  to  see  such 
a slender  young  boy  hit  the 
ball  so  for  with  a driver 
nearly  as  big  as  he  is,"  he 
said.  "He  is  the  most  stylish 
young  player  I have  ever 
seen.  Watching  him  brought 
home  to  me  how  important 
are  good  technique  and 
tempo." 

De  Meral  is  the  Spanish  10- 
year-old  champion.  Already 
his  handicap  is  down  to  12 
and  when  he  demonstrated 
his  swing  to  Ballesteros  the 
Ryder  Cup  captain  declared: 
"He  is  better  than  I was  at 
that  age." 

De  Meral  may  well  have  a 
glorious  future,  which  looks 
beyond  Ballesteros  after  an- 
other mediocre  performance 
yesterday.  He  shot  76  and,  de- 
spite near-perfect  conditions 
of  warm  sunshine  and  gentle 
breeze,  managed  only  one 
birdie  to  trail  the  leading  trio 
of  Fabrice  Tarnaud.  Ross 
McFarlane  and  Diego  Borrego 
by  10  strokes. 


Rugby  League 


Newlove,  a centre 
of  attention 


Paul  Fitzpatrick  on  the  proven  Saint  facing 

his  old  dub  Bradford  at  Wembley  tomorrow  S- 

pressive  qualities,  Newlove 

AS  FAR  as  Shaun  Bradford  side  tomorrow,  go  in  may  not  have  the  centre  stage 
McRae  is  concerned  part  exchange.  all  to  himself. 

someone  must  have  For  St  Helens  the  record  On  the  opposite  side  will  be 
been  telling  lies  package  represented  a mas-  Lougfalia,  a loser  with  Saints 
about  Paul  Newlove,  the  St  sive  psychological  break-  in  the  1987,  1989  and  1991  fin- 
Helens  and  Great  Britain  cen-  through  in  the  battle  with  als  and  keen  to  prove  that  the 
tre  who  will  be  aiming  to  con-  their  arch-rivals  Wigan.  club  to  whom  he  gave  such 

found  his  former  club  Brad-  David  Howes,  the  club's  long  and  devoted  service 
ford  in  tomorrow’s  Silk  Cut  chief  executive,  says:  “The  made  a serious  error  of  judg- 
Challenge  Cup  final  at  board  here  were  very  ambi-  ment  in  letting  him  go. 
Wembley.  tious  but  there  were  certain  There  is  also  the  emerging 

Hie  Australian  coach,  who  things  we  had  to  do  to  a short  Matt  Calland.  Two  weeks  ago 
arrived  at  Knowsley  Road  period  of  time  to  convince  toe  when  Bradford  played  St  Hel- 
firom  Canberra  seven  weeks  St  Helens  public  to  particular  ens  at  Knowsley  Rend,  they 
after  Newlove  arrived  from  and  rugby  league  in  general  lost  26-20  but  gave  Saints  a 
Odsal,  had  heard  some  worry-  that  we  meant  business.  severe  fright  as  their  centre 


severe  fright  as  their  centre 


tog  tales  about  the  club's  “Paul  Newlove's  signing  Calland  ran  to  a hat-trick. 


£500,000  acquisition.  He  is  showed  that  we  could  raise  "Newlove’s  a good  player, 
still  wondering  why.  toe  money,  albeit  through  But  I stopped  him  that  day 

“The  things  1 had  heard  sponsorship  and  loans;  that  and  I don't  see  any  reason 
about  him  were  completely  we  could  persuade  a player  of  why  I cannot  do  it  again," 
unfounded."  says  McRae.  “I  Raul's  class  to  -come . to  says  Calland. 
had  heard  that  he  was  lazy  Knowsley  Road;  and  that  we  He  might,  too,  but  of  all  toe 


had  heard  that  he  was  lazy 


Hfe  might,  too,  but  of  all  toe 


and  just  wanted  to  play  his  I had  strength  of  purpose,  drive  players  on  view  tomorrow 


own  game;  basically  that  you  and  determination.'' 
could  not  talk  to  him.  Not  that  Newlov 

"What  I have  found  is  that  heart  was  no  Ion 
he  has  got  toe  qualities  of  a Bradford,  needed  much  per- 
champion  athlete:  he's  coach-  suading  to  join  Saints.  “This 
stole;  he's  willing  to  learn;  he  is  a good  young  side,  with 


Newlove  is  the  class  act  In 


Not  that  Newlove,  whose  choosing  a world  team  one 
heart  was  no  longer  with  might  find  it  hard  to  include 


trains  hard:  he  talks  a lot  I youngsters  coming  through 


him.  But  it  would  also  be 
mighty  hard  to  leave  him  out 
• Eric  Hughes,  who  was  dis- 
missed as  St  Helens  coach  to 


about  his  game  and  he  wants  all  the  time.  The  excitement  I January,  bas  been  appointed 


to  improve  all  toe  time.  Tm  has  been  building  here  for  coach  to  Second  Division 
very  happy  to  be  coaching  some  time  and  you  feel  that  Leigh  to  succession  to  Ian 
him  rather  than  coaching  there  will  be  an  explosion  Lucas,  who  was  dismissed 
against  him."  Molar  or  later."  this  week.  Hughes,  aged  43. 

It  has  not  taken  McRae  long  His  talents  make  him  a has  signed  a 3 '/j -year 
to  appreciate  that  he  has  a leading  candidate  for  the  contract 
thoroughbred  under  his  con- 


ENGLAND  had  one  avenue 
blocked  to  their  quest  to  re- 
place Terry  Venables  when 
Bryan  Robson  signed  a new 
contract  yesterday  keeping  bun 
at  Middlesbrough  until  1999. 

"I  think  toe  England  job.  u 
It  was  offered,  would  have 
come  a bit  too  early."  ex- 
plained the  England  No.  2 yes- 
terday. “I'd  like  to  have  more 
experience  at  club  level  be- 
fore I took  that  step." 

Robson,  whose  present  con- 
tract expires  next  summer, 
said  the  promise  of  more 
spending  money  from  his 
chairman  Steve  Gibson  had 
helped  persuade  him  to  stay. 

“I  am  looking  to  bring  in 
more  quality  players  for  the 
start  of  next  season."  he  said. 
"However,  toe  deciding  factor 
that  really  swayed  me  was  the 
way  that  toe  people  of  Tees- 
side  have  backed  the  team 
and  turned  up  in  their  droves 
week  in  and  week  out" 

Gibson  emphasised:  "I  only 
spoke  to  Bryan  once  about  the 
England  job  and  be  said  his 
future  was  here.  That  was 
good  enough  for  me.  He  has 
always  been  true  to  his  word 
and  once  he  bad  given  it  we 
left  the  speculating  to  others." 

Further  evidence  that  the 
North-east  is  the  place  to  be 
these  days  came  when  pro- 
moted Sunderland  signed  up 
for  work  to  begin  on  a new 
£15  million  stadium  on  a dis- 
used colliery  site.  The  Wear- 
siders  should  clinch  the  First 
Division  title  tomorrow  at 
home  to  West  Bromwich. 

Meanwhile  Newcastle's 
Faustino  Asprilla  scored  the 
only  goal  in  Colombia's  home 
victory  over  Paraguay  in  a 
World  Cup  qualifier  on 
Wednesday.  As  ever,  nothing 
was  plain  sailing  for  the 
striker  and  he  got  back  to  his 
hotel  room  to  discover  he  had 
been  robbed  of  £1,000  and  the 
obligatory  gold  chain. 

Further  south  Scunthorpe 
have  anon  in  ted  Mick  Buxton 


against  him." 

It  has  not  taken  McRae  long 


this  week.  Hughes,  aged  43, 
has  signed  a 3'A-year 


trol  rather  than  a prim  a 
donna,  and  he  reckons  that 
Newlove  is  up  there  with 
Brisbane's  Steve  Renouf  as 
one  of  the  best  centres  in  the 
world.  Newlove  also  reminds 


BBC  retains  grip  on  the  cup 


one  of  the  best  centres  in  the  "THE  BBC  yesterday  Manrice  Lindsay,  chief 
world.  Newlove  also  reminds  r signed  a new  three-year  executive  of  the  Rugby 
him  of  Mai  Mentoga.  and  ref-  deal  for  live  coverage  of  the  Football  League,  said:  “It  is 
erences  do  not  come  much  Rugby  League  Challenge  fair  to  say  that  our  negotia- 
more  glowing  than  that  Cup,  writes  Andrew  Cuff.  tions  with  the  BBC  have 

“Like  Mai  he's  a match-  The  deal  secures  one  of  been  lengthy,  but  we  are  de- 
winning  player  the  type  of  the  sporting  mainstays  of  lighted  at  the  new  agree- 
athlete  that  can  get  you  out  of  BBCl’s  Grandstand  daring  ment  and  the  rights  fees  we 
a bit  of  strife."  says  McRae.  the  winter.  It  ensures  the  will  receive.” 

St  Helens  went  to  their  lira-  BBC  has  a continued  pres-  Jonathan  Martin,'  BBC's 
its  to  acquire  Newlove.  They  ence  in  rugby  league  cover-  head  of  sport  and  events, 
paid  £250,000  in  cash  and  let  age,  which  had  been  in  said:  “This  deal  maintain* 
three  players,  Paul  Loughlln,  doubt  since  Sky  Sports  our  relationship  with  the 
I Bernard  Dwyer  and  Sonny  grabbed  exclusive  coverage  game’s  millions  of  fans  at  a 
mk>wel  stebje  Nickle,  all  of  whom  are  to  the  of  the  Super  League.  time  of  change.” 


Class  act . . . Paul  Newlove  reminds  the  Saints  coach  of  Mai  Meninga 


time  of  change.” 


have  appointed  Mick  Buxton 
as  their  manager  for  the 
second  time.  Buxton,  who  was 
to  charge  from  1987  to  1991  at 
Glanford  Park,  returned  as 
caretaker  two  months  ago  to 
guide  toe  side  to  an  eight- 
match  unbeaten  run. 

Sheffield  Wednesday's  in- 
jury-afflicted striker' David 
Hirst  is  ready  to  end  specula- 
tion about  his  future  by  sign- 
tog  a new  contract.  •> 

"I  am  very  happy  to  stay 
and  Til  do  so  if  the  deal  is 
right,"  he  said.  *Tve  been 
here  almost  10  years  and  I’ve 
enjoyed  it  apart  from  the 
injuries." 

Gary  Mabbutt  was  also  in 
the  pink  after  agreeing  ji 
fresh  two-year  deaL  "There 
are  exciting  times  ahead  at 
Tottenham  over  the  next  cou- 
ple  of  years."  said  the  captain. 


if  THERE  S 
NO  NEED  TO 
SHOUTW 


Sport  in  brief 


Tennis 


Australia’s  Olympic  trials 
yesterday.  Russia's  Denis 
Pankrotov,  who  has  beaten 
Miller  three  times,  awaits 
him  in  Atlanta. 


Spain's  top  two  women  play- 
ers Conchita  Martinez  and 
Arantxa  Sanchez  Vicario 
have  agreed  to  play  to  their 
country’s  Fed  Cup  tie  against 1 
South  Africa  after  sorting  out 
a pay  dispute  with  their , 
federation.  I 


'It’s  a real  tragedy,"  said 
the  Salford  secretary  Graham 
McCarty.  "As  for  as  we  are 
aware  he  bad  not  been  in- 
jured during  the  match." 


Squash 


The  new  Megane  is  smooth,  quiet  and  refined. 

call  u on  0800  701  702  and  it  will  tell  you  why. 


Swimming 

Scott  Miller  clocked  52.56sec. 
the  second-fastest  time  ever 
for  100  metres  butterfly,  at 


Rugby  League 

A 15-year-old  schoolboy 
player  Is  fighting  for  his  life 
in  hospital  after  collapsing 
during  the  interval  of  a junior 
cup  final.  Gavin  Williams  suf- 
fered a suspected  heart  attack 
while  playing  for  Feather- 
stone  and  Castlaford  Boys 
against  Oldham  Boys  at  The 
Willows.  The  match  was 
abandoned. 


| Basketball 

Two  of  toe  three  best  players 
in  England  are  English,  but 
Tony  Dorsey  (Birmingham 
Bullets),  a forward  from  At- 
lanta, won  the  Budweiser 
Player  of  the  Season  award 
yesterday,  edging  out  the 
England  Internationals  Steve 
Bucknail  (London  Towers) 
and  Roger  Huggins  (Sheffield 
Sharks). 


Paul  Johnson,  the  23-year-old 
Londoner  who  reached  the 
Leekes  British  Open  quarter- 
finals. has  won  England  selec- 
tion for  next  month's  Euro- 
pean Championships  in 
Amsterdam.  He  replaces  the 
England  No.l  Del  Harris, 
recovering  from  a groin  in- 
jury aggravated  during  the 
Super  Series  finals  last  month. 


Boxing 


King  offers 
Lewis  a deal 


Jack  Masearik 


gsajunfc  Mare  ■ CMnm  WMngdon).  M 
S**T  <£**tn*.  P Mom  (London). 
«»— e (WoMngnaml,  C Wafta*  (CoL 
cheater).  Hmm  F Wmm  (Gloucester). 
■ Horns  r |Wafceltoldl.  C Jackman 
[Norwich).  J Mar*,  (Nmictetta). 


Results 


Soccer 


AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
Hf*t  WvMem  Wolford  Z w«t  Ham  3. 
Swand  DMstete  BirnXnown  1.  Bourne- 
mouth 2.  MM—*  Pfymoutti  v Newport 
AFC. 

WOULD  CUP>  Sooth  Aiuffcjp  qnM- 

«rc  Ecuador  4.  p*ru  1:  Argentina  3.  Bo- 
livia i:  Venezuela  ft  Uruguay  2:  Colombia 
1.  Paraguay  a 


Darcy;  D Howell;  D Smyth:  M Doyle  p 
Harrington;  A COttWt  M Gate*;  M Uttfln;  R 
Kartoaon  (Swe);  J Pinero  (Sp):  P Sjoland 
[Steel:  S Richardson.  72  H Buhrmaim 
(Saj;  f Undgran  (Sms);  F Roco  (Sp):  M 
McLean;  R Drummond;  P Walton:  R Rat- 
tony;  Q Nlcfctous  (US);  J Cate  (Sp):  S 
Cage.  J Guepy  (ft):  J Cocoraa  (Arg);  P 
Sroadhurot  □ Hospital  (Sp).  F Vatora  (Sp): 
M Martin  ISp):  A Hunter,  n S Galladter:  I 
Mora)  tap};  M Macfcanzie;  J Btctortm  T 
Munoz  (SDK  S Thining  (Den);  T Gogeta 
{Gar),  s Torrance;  P McCtnUy,  P Hodtnom 


PBD  CUP.  tora/JUrioa  Zaat;  Croatia  3, 
Romania  tk  Switzerland  3,  Hungary  V,  Rue- 
ala  3.  Sweden  O;  Belarus  3.  Italy  a 
Woman.  Oiitolir  fliwtoi  J Stock  (5A)  bt 
K Kanter  ((tor)  6-3,  6-1;  K BMalui—  (Gi) 
M R Mawdcloy  (Aus)  6-3,  6-2,  J Ward 
(GB)  U A TortJotf  (OBI  6-3,  6-3. 


tenond  round.  R O SuUwan  (Eng)  leads  r 
Otago  (Malta}  B-2  (resume*  10.30  today). 


Fixtures 


Baseball 


AUrneAM  UMOWb  Minnesota  24.  0» 
(roll  11.  Boston  «,  Taw*  g;  California  4. 
MUwaukae  3;  New  Vorfc  iq,  Cleveland  B; 


(Swe);  P-U  Johansson  (Swe);  0 Emerson: 
R RuawrB;  J Can izares  (Sp);  M Roto  D 
Carter. 


Rugby  League 


Oakland  7.  Toronto  8;  Chteaiio  2.  Seattle  1- 
Baitknora  11,  Kansan  City  & 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE.  Pntsteroh  & Flor- 
ida & Montreal  7,  CMdmafl  6 (10  inrttl,  si 
Louis  0.  NV  4,  Cater  ado  e,  PnHwtMptna  IQ, 
Sm  Francfece  3,  Adana  8;  LA  S.  Houston 
7r.  Son  Diego  6 Chicago  4. 


AUSTRALIAN  MBM9HHW;  Sydney 

CHy  62.  South  Sydney  0. 


Tennis 


monte  Carlo  i 


m (AM)  M C Moya  (Sp)  6-2,  7-6.  A 
(Sp)  tn  A Agassi  (US)  0-Z.  6-1:  M 


THE  NEW  R r\At 
—IT  talktfr&L fffSi 


YURUHUtA  MASTERS  (Valencia,  Sp): 
Landing  Hratrnu— I aooraa  (GB/lno  un- 
ion seated:  "=jniaiaijr(.  88  R McFariana: 
F Tamaud  (Fr):  D Borrego  (Sp).  87  N 
Brtflgs;  T Johnotone  (ZWn):  P &aher.  ACe- 
bnrra  (Arg).  88  G Hall:  R Bum*  A Sher- 
borne; 0 Kartsson  (Swe).  89  G Gevaer 
(Fr);  I Garrldo  (Sp);  0 Tumor  (NZ):  W Riley 
(Aus).  R Chapman;  W Waslnai  (SAV.  C 
Suneson  (Sp);  I Pyman.  TO  0 Gidortfc  C 
Races  (It):  F Cea  (Sp):  D Faherty:  'A  Psa- 
trana  (So):  J Robson:  R Colas:  P Hauganid 
'Nan  71  L aftntwood:  M Bessnoaraw  iFri: 
J Lomas;  M Parry  (Frj.  £ Romero  lAigl:  J 
Payne,  m Grorrborg  (Swe)  J Van  tfc  Velde 
•F»i.  M Pinero  iSpI;  A ColluBon.  J Haegg- 
mar«  l Sum  i S Bortimicnr.  C O'Comwr  («.  i 


Rh  (Chi lei  M B Becker  (Gar)  (M.  6-3:  F 
MteOa  )Sp]  bt  J Sanchez  ISp)  3-6.  7-8. 
6-4;  C Costa  (Spl  bt  P Korda  IGc)  6-4. 6-1; 
■ OhM*sm  ($««l  bt  F Santoro  (Fr)  7-8. 
6-1:  8 MAm  (Noth!  W R Krajicek 
(rMh)  5-T.  7-e,  6-4;  C PtoRaa  (Fr)  W A 
Medvedev  (Ukr)  4-6.  &-0.  &-Z 
SPMNa  SATELLITE  (Edinburgh).  Men: 
Soaond  round:  J Delgado  (QBl  bt  U 
Gcooarz  lAua)  6-0.  6-2.  P MnacAwAis 
(GO  di  S Bondermann  (Got)  6-4.  6-£  D 
9— a lend  (GB)  bt  P,  Bortxar  (Fr)  6-2.  S-4; 
T VcWsaMfoa  (Alii)  bt  H Nkddish  (Gar) 
6-3  6-1:  P KMwry  tAuSA  01  T Sptnkl 
(GB)  8-4.  6-1  F Dando  (Ur)  bt  O Sanders 
(GB1  8-3  6-0  A Du  Pufe  fFO  bf  P Paia 
(Ctl  (V-l  r-5  A Parma/  (GBl  W 6 Rich- 
ard?er  iGSi  r-6 


Basketball 


NATIONAL  LEAOUE:  Woman  nrat  Otv. 
Worn  Batwl  tod  ptoy  oHk  Brlxton  68. 
Rhondda  57:  Sbaflteid  62,  ipavrteh  42. 


(7.30  unloss  stated) 

Soccer 

LEAGUEi  Sooood  DMMom 

Bradford  C v Brantford  (7.48)  ^ 

UWaoMD  LEAOUE  — • ~,it|u-. 

HVde  utd  v Droyfaden. 

PUIllUg  LEAOUMb  a»Qow«l  ~tirliliM|| 

B**nloy  v Aston  villa  1745. 

«v- 

Bohemians  v Shamrock  Rvm  17  4&1 
Rvrs 

, H*4  Alh  v Bhal bourne  (7.45) 


Rugby  Union 


Ice  Hockey 


HElMDCEfi  NATIONAL  lEAQUEx  Rm 
DWato*  NeaH,  ,Zfl™ 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP]  Pool  A; 
Group  A:  Austria  Z Slovakia  1.  Qroup  a± 
Finland  6.  (Vance  3. 

NHL  PLAY-OFFS.  Eastern  Cantor  onem 
Rni  rwndt  Florida  4.  Boston  2 (Florida 
lead  series  3-0);  Washington  2.  Plttoburgn 
3 I40i  or)  (senes  tied  2-3). 


Cricket 


Snooker 


EMBASSY  WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP 
1 Sheffield!  First  round.  J Wpttano  rTnail 
bJ  J Majhay  lEng>  1&-8. 


CUP  (one  day. 
UnlvereWM  y 
„^^V,"*t,rf>e|aj  DerbyaWre  v Dumam, 
Gtomorgan  v Essex.  Brtotot, 
Gloueestsrshire  « Susses.  TinnTtian 
Hampehlr,  » irMano.  OM  T«ltoS^ 
cMhna  » Minor  Counties.  Lenrn  Miodin- 
**  v Somerset  e^-Jtrrn:  Tjij_.  _7  l 
Jhirc  w Leicestershire  Woreo^toJi 
Warpeatorsnue  « Norihampionshiro  kTo! 

dUM*U’»‘  Voikmsk,  v Nothngtiamuiire 


DON  KING  yesterday  of- 
fered Lennox  Lewis  a 
chance  to  challenge  Mike  Ty- 
son for  the  WBC  heavyweight 
titie  — but  only  if  the  Briton 
takes  second  place  to  Bruce 
Seldon  in  the  queue. 

Lewis's  camp  are  unlikely 
to  agree  to  this,  having 
recently  won  a court  judg- 
ment that  effectively  orders 
the  WBC  to  reinstate  him  as 
mandatory  No.  l contender. 

The  day  after  Frank  Bru- 
no s eclipse  by  Tyson,  King 
announced  that  Tyson  would 
re-unify  the  division  by  chal- 
lenging Seldon  {the  WBA 
™PjPn>  and  Frans  Botha 
(then  D3F  title-holder),  both  of 
whom  King  controls. 

The  Lewis  verdict  hampers 
these  plans.  Rather  than  give 
“W1S1  first  shot,  however, 
King  has  come  up  with  a typi- 
cally labyrinthine  compro- 
:™se;  a Tyson-Seldon  fight 
without  the  WBC  title  at 
stake. 

“tf  Mike  wins,  the  WBC 
title  goes  back  into  effect  and 
the  first  defence  of  the  WBC 
title  win  ^ wlt|j  Lennox 
tiewis,  ‘ he  said  yesterday.  "If 
Mike  loses,  the  WBC  title  is 
vacant  and  Lennox  Lewis  has 
the  opportunity  to  fight  Far 
that  title  against  whoever." 
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nooker  


layers  rally 


■ Bwrtofl  tnStffW**1* 


m OHN  SPENCER,  the  f 

■ first  1 

re  ■ to  be  crowned  h^eat 

the  CnicMe  .Thwtre 
2d  years  ago,  refused 

St  of  Other  P1**®*  m TOl" 

«~"°2iEZSS£ 

vSx^and  a member  of  *s 
for  20  more,  the  real 
^ifwbat  befits  someone 

in^^baSfre«ly 

“Insurance  bets 

SfrrSSog  &ra  Mgwt- 
tr nri®.  Indeed,  Jimmy 
once  thanked  him. on 

S5J£ir£S£*— i 

tis  and  he  does  have  some  | 

fersK'*f™ss 

Official  bookmaker,  con- 
^nnedJastnJ^t.  ■ *■ 

*»j6hn  has  pot  a bet  an  for 
■fee  but  what  Is  wrong  with 
&^asked  WHUe  Thome.  "I 
S in  Thailand  and  he  has 
« account  'H  he’s  admsrng 
Sam.  so  what?  Be  knows 
jET»t  the  odds  than 
nltost,** 

“ There  has  been,  no  sugges- 
ts . 


*S5 

i**"  . 


lion  whatsoever  that  any  bet 
has  ever  influenced  a result,, 
yet  any  association  between* 
snooker  and  gambling  spells 
trouble  for  the  game's  image. 

A year  ago,  bookmakers 
warned  foe  WPBSA  of  excep- 
tionally heavy  support  for 
Jimmy  White  to  beat  Peter 
Francisco  by  10-2.  Spencer 
watched  every  ball  of  that 
match  — which  White  did 
win  10-2 — and  was  a key  wit- 1 
ness  at  a hearing  which  ended 
with  Francisco  being  sus- 
pended for  five  years  for  “in- 
sufficient effort”. 

Spencer  is  popular  within 
the  game  and  commands  sym- 
pathy. Forced  to  end  his  play- 
ing career  five  years  ago  be- 
cause of  persistent  double- 
vision,'  he  also  endures 
frequent  bouts  of  depression 
tanked  by  the  drugs  be  needs 
to  tT»Vft  daily  to  control  his 
condition. 

Spencer's  protege  James 
Wattana,  Thailand’s  world 
No.  5,  laboured  to  a 10-8  first- 
round  win  over  Jimmy  Mi- 
the  world  No.  68.  But  foe 
best  action  of  the  afternoon 
was  provided  by  Ronnie 
- O'Sullivan,  whose  talent  may 
i be  bursting  into  foil  flower  at 
[ just  foe  right  time.  He  sat  out 
! Tony  Drago’s  144  total  clear- 
; ance  but  finished  foe  session 
1 with  century  breaks  of  100 
i and  120  to  lead  6-2  in  the  first 
of  the  best-of-25  second-round 
r matches. 


Cricket 


Pollock  adds 
lustre  to  a 
restyled  cup 


Marti  Redding 


THE  one-day  game  has  i 
come  back  under  the  1 
spotlight  less  than  seven 
weeks  after  England  were 
given  a lesson  in  tactics  by  ] 
the  eventual  World  Cup  win- 
ners Sri  Lanka.  _ 

Today's  first  batch  of  Ben- 
son A Hedges  Cup  matches 
wins  the  season  proper  by 
incorporating  a new  set  of 
rules  to  mirror  those  in  force 
during  England's  recent 
Humiliation.  The  intention  is 
to  encourage  improvisation 
within  foe  domestic  game. 

This  season  only  two  field- 
ers can  stand  outside  the  30- 
yard  “circle'*  during  foe  first 
15  overs,  in  Innings  which 
will  consist  of  60  overs  rather 
than  the  55  last  time.  Two 
close  catchers,  other  than  the 
wicketkeeper,  must  be  in 
place  during  that  opening 
period,  with  a maximum  of  | 
five  fielders  allowed  on  the 
leg  side  at  any  time. 

The  new  rules  prompted  Sn 
Lanka  to  turn  the  conven- 
tional approach  on  its  head  by 
setting  off  at  a rate  of  knots 
rather  than  going  for  broke 
only  at  the  end.  In  contrast 
Fngiawri  consistently  laboured 
to  score  more  than  60  runs 
from  their  opening  15  overs, 
s The  B&H  Cup  should  be 
f brightened  further  by  the 
f arrival  of  the  South  African 


' r,  ‘r'*s*r  " 


with  their  mirin  rivals  behind  them  


all-rounder  Shaun  Pollock.  He 
goes  straight  into  Warwick- 
shire's side  for  the  . game 
against  Leicestershire  at 
Edgbaston. 

With  Phil  Simmons  on  West 
Indies  Test  duty  and  Nigel 
Briers  out  with  a knee  injury, 
Leicestershire’s  second-tram 
captain  Phil  Robinson  Is 
likely  to  be  called  up  to  bol- 
ster the  middle-order  batting. 

The  cup  holders  Lancashire 
give  fitness  tests  to  Peter  Mar- 
tin and  Neil  Fairb  rather  be- 
fore their  match  a^instthe 
Minor  Counties  at  Old  Traf- 
ford  and  may  blood  their  20- 
year-old  all-rounder  Richard 
Green.  , . __  . 

Northamptonshire  are  set 
to  promote  their  aU-rounder 
David  Capel  to  open  the  bat- 
ting at  Worcester  and  have  in- 
cluded their  new  piayer-coacf 
John  Emburey  in  foe  squad. 

Meanwhile  Andrew  Sj 
monds  is  desperate  to  play  fc 
England  — allegedly  — or 
will  be  watched  by  the  Te 
selector  David  Graveney 
Gloucestershire  take  on  Si 
. sex  at  Bristol  . 

r Gloucestershire  s chief  ex 

s utive  Philip  August  said  of  l 
» fratgrnwn.  who  holds  dual  ci 
t zenship  for  England  and  Au 
j tralla:  "He  has  signed  the  de 
s laration  that  he  will  ptey  fc 
England  if  selected.  That  1 
e the  end  of  it  Even  if  he  won 
e tell  you  himself,  I know  he  L 
a bursting  to  play  for  England. 


Derbyshire 

ptwnploashtp  Ma- 

jor* 7995  first):  1 4, 17, 15. 
‘limited  own  (1995):  NWT. 

eliminated  group 
staqa:  Sunday  league  (SL),  8fo- 

ChwnpkwwWp 
*fctote  1940-95: 12th. 
fiptriir  Dean  Jones. 

JtoRfTE  a compelling  opening 
i^hapter  and  end  with  a flourish, 
k&pirfng  novelists  ere  told,  and 
*you  can  get  away  with  a lot  or 
Smss  In  foe  middle,  but  ft  does 
■4tbt  hold  in  county  cricIwLDerny^ 
®hlte  won  foeir  openkig  nwtcn  ot 
4995  by  an  Innings  and  379  runs 
and  their  last  by  282  runs,  but 
only  two  other  champwn- 
«hto  victories  the  long  summer 
chapters  draffljed  more  painfuny 
dhm  a fistful  of  Jeffrey  Archers. 
.Direction  was  poor  on  and  off 

5fea  field;  any  committee  foat^ 
ooes  on  to  nominate  Ian  Botham 
lisa  Test  selector  nwst  be  a baa 
'Short  of  a fuB  wicket  Butfowr 
TVt#  captain  Dean  Jones,  repiac- 
%iaWm  Barnett  after  13  seasons 

Vcharoe, should  bring  newvtg- 
feur  and  he  wffl  be  supported  by 

fifc  Sheffield  Shield  coach  at  Vio- 
abria.LraStfflman. 
feiihwSse  KJ  Dean,  DM  Jones, 
Lacey.  M R May,  B 

' iCottan,  D J CuHtnan.  WADa®- 
mut.TW  Harrison,  BJ  M Maher, 
aAWchardson.  I G S Steer. 

Jones 

ImUffi  Detbyahke  CCC. 
bw^owracriuAndyH^ 
OddK  Champlore**)  28-1, 
INWT 14-1 , B&H  20-1 . SL 16-1 . 

. 


must  have  heartened  Durham 
fans  with  hte  outstanding  Test 
form  against  New  Zealand  m 
Barbados  last  week. 

Arrivals:  C Campbefl,  SL  Camp- 
befl,  P ColUngwood,  A Pratt 
DMarfureK  W Laldrts,  M Prab- 
taErTM  Saxetoy,  P J Wllcock. 
Omcwmm  ptaysR  Shenwm 
Campbefl  (Wl)- 
Beneflctanr  P Balnbridge. 

Owe  to  watch:  Steve  Lugsden 
(riQht-arm  fart  bowler). 

Odds:  Championship  15fM . 
NWT  66-1,  B&H  66-1,  SL  66-1. 

Ratbag:*-*  . 


Durham 

asa^jw.^2; 

B&H,  group;  SL,  16th. 
inaMteiMs:  16fo. 

Captain:  Mike  Rosaberry. 

A NEW  ground  and  a new  eop- 
teln  but  foe  same  old  rtwy- « 
43umam  last  season,  wtwe  may 

avoided  their  third  wooden 

-spoon  m tow  seasons  only  by 

grinning  ttrar  last  match- 
„ Durham  have 
Glamorgan  and  Oefbysfojeas 
Sie  Last  Chance  Saloon  for 
county  players:  so  mf^m^L 
have  they  employed  from^er 

coumies,  Ftotsam  and  Jetsam 

.could  well  bel 

attack.  And  though  tfare  wW ibe 

a much  stronger  to^ftowwrto 

the  dressing  room  t^  kkis^ 
their  overseas  signing  smxwtn 
Campbell  wlU  be  hugely 

iMtian  nnaner  1909 


Essex 

group;  SL,  5fo. 

Wlsdsntabls:4th. 

Captain:  Paul  Prichard. 

HARDLY  foe  heavyweight  of  old 

but  netther  was  George  Foremra 

when  he  won  foe  fote— and 

Essex  showed  they  stffl  pacK  a 
punch  with  a flve-matah  vnrmlng 
nm-ln  to  and  last  summer-  _ | 

Thair  positive  batting  should 
win  matches,  as  should  foek  two 

axpeilenced  spinners  Peter 

and  John  OTlkte,^Jcu- 

larly  In  foe  second  half  of  foe 

season,  though  Marti  Ikrtt  may 

have  too  much  to  do  at  the 
sharp  end  of  foe  attack. 

A lack  of  depth  at  E^ex  could 

be  exposed  If  NasserhkBsaki 

and  Ronnie  Irani  go  onto  ptay 
for  England,  although  foe  young 
batsman  Andrew  Wbbert  is 
highly  regarded. 

Arrivals:  G Goodwm,  AP  Gray- 
son, J Grove,  T P Hodgson,  S 
Law,  SD  Peters,  JCPowelL 
nsiisitiirsr'  M A Gamham,  G 

nSTrM  Pearson,  me  Waugh. 

pbvras  Stuart  Law 
(Australia).  . 

Bsitanol—y.  Paul  Pri<fo^L._ 
Oosto  eratdE  Andrew  l-S)bert 


year,  but  with  Morris  and  Steve 
Jamra  at  tfa  top  of  foe  order, 

phis  hknsetf  and  foe  ratslsteirt 

Tony  Cottay  In  foe  middle,  runs 
should  not  be  the  probtem; 
wickets  almost  certainly  will  be. 

The  county's  heroic  seamer 
Stove  Wfatkln  must  be  given 

greater  support  this  time;  Ottte 

Gibson  is  back  to  help  him  but 
the  steady  all-rounder  Roland 
Lafebvre  has  retired  The  emeig- 
ing  talents  "include  Gareth  co- 
wards (off-spin).  Dean  Cosker 
(stow  left-ami)  and  the  aft- 
rounder  Andrew  Davies. 
Arrtmte:  DA  Cosker,  G J M Ed- 
wards, AW  Evans. 

D1mm1w~  H Anthony,  D S 
Phelps,  GHJ  Rees,  A 

Owwm  plaven  Ottis  Gftsson 
(WO. 

Buertolary:  Matthew 

OnStowtctu  Andrew  Davies 
Oddee'ChampionsNp  80-1 , 
NWT  20-1,  B&H  28-1 . SL  18-1. 

Rating:  ★*  


Kent 

riianilrienehlp-  1R.  ^ a 
Ltedted  unarm:  NIATT,  R2;  B&H, 
runners-up;  SU  winners. 

Wtedmn  table:  llfo. 

Captain:  Mark  Benson. 

KENT  won  fewer  bowling  points. 

44  than  any  other  county  last 
season  and  that  was  the  main 

reason  they  finished  bottom  of 
the  championship.  But  they  also 

won  foe  Sunday  league  and 

reached  foe  final  of  the  Ego®*1 
and  Hedges  Cup,  and  with  aiv- 
rounders  such  as  Carl  Hooper 
Dean  Heacfley,  Mark  Ealham  and 
Matthew  Fleming  it  Is  the  one- 
day  gwne  which  once  again  rep- 
resents the  county's  only  realtor 
tic  chance  of  success. 

Martin  McCague,  if  not  Alan 
Igcdesden.  appears  to  be  fulyfit 
mid  the  return  to  Canterbury  of 
foe  England-quafified  Austranan 
(yes,  another  one)  Duncan  Sperv- . 
car  provides  another  opbon.  al- 

though  after  back  trouble  he 


Leicestershire 

SKSM^bih. 

Cagtrim  James  Whitaker. 
.GOOD  fast  bowlers  on  user- 
friendly  Grace  Roadptfc^has 
been  foe  formula  at  foe  heart  of 
the  county's  champion  shipsuc- 
cesses  in  recent  seasons.  They 
could  have  challenged  for 
the  title  last  season,  as  they™ 
In  1994,  but  for  Injuries  to  tovid 

MiHns  (whose  season  ended  tn 
mid-June  with  Achilles  tendon 
problems)  and  Alan  MuHaily, 
whose  pace  was  reduced  by  a 
side  strain.  Both  are  fit  again,  as 
Is  foe  remarkable  Gordon  Par- 
sons, going  into  his  19th  season. 
Last'summer  he  took  53  wickets 
and  soiled  501  runs. 

James  Whitaker,  33,  Anally 
realises  his  ambition  to  lead  the 
side  and  the  popular  Phil  Sim- 
mons wffl  be  his  vice-captain 


K Marc,  TA  Radford,  K J Shine, 
CW  Taylor,  RSYeabstey. 

Owruas  player:  Dion 
Nash  (NZ). 

Bwwfld»r  Mike  Grrtting. 

One  to  watch:  Ian  Blanchatt 
OddK  Championship  9-2.  NWT 
10-1.  B&H  9-1.  SL  9-2. 

Rating:**:** 


OddK  Championship  10-1, 
SS^I.B&HI  0-1,  SL  10-1- 

Rating:***  


Ilia  ivwn*  uA 

_ssnts  a gambte  out 


Glamorgan 

United  MforK  NWT,  Sr-f;  B&H, 
aroup;  SL,  6th. 
WtodentaMKl5fo. 

Captahn  Matthew  Maynard. 
MATTHEW  MAYNAFD  replaces 

SSSSSSSSSSSsi. 

Maynad  Is  one  of  six  cowity  cap- 
ons to  have  a bensAL 

HawWbelooWngfortte.tel- 

ented  Adrian  Date  and  Dawd_ 
Hemp  to  score  more  heavfly  tti» 


Gloucestershire 

Champloitsfalpig^  12,1 7. 
Lhntbed  owotk  NWT,  (H; 

B&H,  q-f;  SL,  15th. 
gnodoataMK8th. 
SSShBCourtneyWatsh.  ■ 
THE  off-foa-fiald  Wghfight  of  foe 
season  could  coma  wtwt  dhra- 
man  of  Test  selectors  Ray^g- 

worth  asks  Graham  Gooch  to 

pop  along  to  Bristol rto  fate  a 
took  at  the  remarkable  Andrew 
•Tm  a far  dlnkum  Aussie"  Sy- 
monds;  Gooch  te  known  to  pre- 
fer far  dlnkum  Poms  when  It  ' 

comes  to  Errand. 

VVhatevwhtenabonaflty.Sy- 

trxjnds  scored  1 ^46  champtoo- 

shlp  runs  at  56  last  season  and 
hit  a world-record  20  sixes  in 
one  match.  He  might  have  bran 
even  more  destructive  had  he 
batted  higher  than  six. 

Courtney  Walsh  Is  beck  but  he 

wW  do  wart  to  bowl  better  than 
last  year's  oversees  player  Java- 
gal  Srinath  (87  wickets  at  1 9)  or 

lead  foe  slcte  more  corTfoOTtivety 

man  Jack  RusseO..  He  nra* 
Arrivals:  R P Davies  Prom  War- 

wkrtcsNre),CAW^h. 

PanaitmwsM  Davies.  G 
Hodgson.  V Pika,  JSrtnafo,  RC 
WHllams. 

OlfiesT  r^tirtnav 

. Walsh  (Wl). 

BsnaWnfarr  T^Wrigfrt- 

OfMto  wotctK  Rob  CunBffe 

^AK^hamplonshlp  25-1- 
NWWLBSffi 25-1-  SL  40-1. 


|VT1  , TWrnot  Reeve  with  the  Natwesi  iropoy, 

I Warwhisbire  are  defending  this  season 


THE  ROYAL  MEETING 

ascot  racecourse 


Cricket: 

Benson '&  Hedges  Cup 
News  and  Scores 

0891  22  88+ 


Hampshire 

Cliomp«o«Kfalpi13.1  V1.3- 

Uodtied  oweras  NWT,  R1 . B&H, 
group;  SL,  18th. 
SSS^itawioth. 

Caoti*«  John  Stephenson. 

AS  A man  who  left  Essra  to  for- 

thar  hte  c^ifancy 

ts^ed  this  summer.  The  county 
. is  “buRdlng  for  foe  future"  — 
that  wonderful  phrsae  ttet  as- 

for  tha  past  fores  saraora  and  * 

to  hard  to  see  ffwm  drtr^cMte 

so  wel!  again.  Mark  Nicholas. 

who  enjoy«J  tw  msriOTbte 

Anal  seasons  wtth  the  bat.  wM  be 
missed  more  for  h»  runs  than 
ffiStalncy.  Robin  Smith,  a 


may  not  have  foe  same  p^As 

captain,  Mark  Benson  must  be 

less  conservative. 

A«rh«lK  CL  Hooper- 

Ds|i  ail  lire  ir  C Penn,  PAde 
ol^Mas  pteyw:  Carl  Hooper 

ESwIlelWy: 

(tow  to  vrateh:  DajdWton. 
OddK  Champlonshk*  20-1.  . 
NWT  14-1,  B&H  10-1.  SL7-1. 


94  MMIMl  <* 
M OunMf 


Complete  county  scores 

0891  22  88  30 

O—ootasprinto  cteepwte. ^ 

by.  itai,  IS  Whafc  La"*. 

aatwtaom  ns+473 


8onpouiaMncw™<»"'"“ 
butsuatyWtostonBerqamlnre- 
spmds  to  the  county's  new 
coach  Malcolm  Marshal 

Arttata  W KM  Bafa^SRG 
Prancfa.'S  M Kflbum  mom  yotk- 
3*^S  Rertshaw.  G R Traagus. 
DwLtmKNG  Cowans. 

DP  J D B Grjl^rww.  TC 

Middtoton,MCJ  Nicholas,  H 
Strea*.  ____ 

Ovwraaaa  playw  wmston 

gaSSS^BASnah. 
Oreto  awUili  ■ hwnnjfyy- 

OddK  Cftampfonahfo  50-1. 
NWT  33-1.  B&H  16-1.  SL  33-1. 


Lancashire 
Chwnptonsfate  4^.  14. 
Limited  ohwtk  NWT.  Q-t 

B&H,  winners;  SL,  4th. 

Wtadan  taWK  9fo- 
rafitaln'  MtoeWatldnson. 

NO  Wraim  Akram  and  no  David 

Lloyd,  so  wickets  as  well  as 

wteeawcksmaybelntiiortato- 

ply  atOWTrafford.Tfwir  reptope- 

mants,  the  South  African  Steve 
Bworthy  as  overseas  player  ana 
John  Stanworth  as  coach.  c&~ 
tainly  have  much  to  JNe  up  to. 

Lancashire  should  have  done 

better  tn  foe 

recent  seasonsand  foetec^foat 
they  finished  12th  In  IMflyj* 
test  time  they  were  without  Wa- 
sim,  cannot  do  much  for  foeir 
confidence.  Gian  Oiapple.  how- 
ever. te  said  to  ^b^to  oorn- 
ptete  fitness  aid  Peter  Martfo 

was  one  of  foe  few  good  things 

to  emerge  from  EngtencTswln- 
ter.The  batttog,  once  again,  to 
abundant' 

Affriwatae  S Bwdrthy,  J J 

\SSZ22SBShnm. 

A A Barnett,  N P Hanrey.  D J 


OwanMoa  ptoqper:  Steve  Ets- 

Omtowrtoh:  Andy  Ffinton. 
OddK  Championship  6-1 , NWT 

11-2,  B&H  6-1. SL11-2. 

Wotinu-  *»** 


Tm  Boon  hra  gone  but  foat 
should  give  Gregor  MacMillan  a 
run  in  the  side. 

Arrivals:  V Clarke,  J Ormond,  C 
Remy  (from  Sussex),  P Sim- 
mons, D Stevens,  D WrtUamson- 
Dmoturw:  T J Boon,  W J 

Cronle,  Al  Ditta,  C D Durant,  A 
Shertyar  (to  Worcestershire). 

0*H»pbgre«PhaSim- 

mons  (Wl). 

Banaflctary:  None. 

One  to  watch:  Gregor 

MacMillan. . . . „„ 

OddK  Cfoampiondito  25-1 . 

NWT  16-1.  B&H  40-1.  SL  40-1. 

Middlesex 

Champfetuhip:  2. 4. 1 . 

Limited  eweras  NWT,  q-f*. 

B&H,  q-ftSL,  17th. 

WtsdantabhKlst 
Captain:  Mike  Gaffing. 

THEY  have  won  foe  champlon- 
shfp  six  times  in  20  years,  with 
five  top-four  finishes  in  the  past 
seven,  so  It  is  difficult  to  Imagine 
Middlesex  not  challenging  once  , 
more.  Mike  Getting  wfll  again  be 

a central  figure  but  their  season 

will  largely  depend  on  foe 
character  of  two  outstanding 
players.  Mark  Ramprakash  and 
PhllTufnall.  . , ^ 

-mfoeU,  so  often  tormented  by 
satf-doubt,  will  have  foe  eddL 
ttonal  responsibfflty  of  tfangj foe 
side’s  senior  spinner.  John  tm- 
bure/s  shrowdness,  aa  wefi  as 
hte  74  wtakets,  wtU  be  badly 
missed-  _ . . . . 

Rahiprakash  must  feel  rws 
career  Is  In  crisis,  and  if  he  does 
not  he  should.  He  was  h^aa- 
son's  leading  scorer,  wtfo2.258 

runs,  but  had  more  wretched  ex- 
periences at  England  leveL 
Airivata:  I N Blanchsrt,  M R 
Evans,  D J Goodehild,  J P 
• Hewitt,  SP  Moffat.  PEWsIHnga. 
trap-  — J E Bnburey  (to 
Northamptonshire).  PFartxaee, 


Northamptonshire  8 

Championship:  3, 5, 4. 

Limited  overs:  NWT,  runners-  J 
up;  B&H,  group;  SL,  13th.  ^ 

Wteden  table:  7th.  | 

Captain:  Rob  Bailey.  ^ 

THE  Comty  Ground  wffl  not  feel  ( 

the  same  this  season  without  Al-  ■ 

Ian  Lamb.bel*gerent,  arrogant  J 

and  single-minded,  exhorting  hte 
men-  What  with  “Come  on  KC* 
(Curran)  arto  ■‘Come  on  Appte 
(Kumbha),  the  sfience  of  ttie  Lamb  1 

hra  been  unknown  at  Northamp-  ! 

ton  for  almost  20  years. 

Now  tha'r  best  batsman  and 
captain,  and  their  outstanding 
bowler  in  Kumbie,  have  both 
□on©-'-  but  there  Is  stiU  good 
reason  to  suppose  Northerns 
can  be  successful  In  the  champi- 
onship as  well  as  the  one-day 

competitions. 

Curtly  Ambrose  returns  in 

place  cif  Kumbie  but  the  new 
captain  Rob  Batov  will  stfll  have 
quality  spin  available  from  John 
l^S^TheloraofLrafo 
should  also  give  more  opportuni- 
ties to  foe  talented  Malachy 
Loyeand  David  Sates. 

ArrtwdK  C E L Ambrose.  T M B 

Bailey,  J E Emburey  (from 
Middlesex).  ^ ^ . .. 

Departures:  G S Atkins,  M 
Bowen.  M Foster,  A Kumbie,  A 

Lamb. 

Oversea*  players  Curtly  Am- 
brose(WI). 

Boneflctary:  A J Lamb. 

One  toweteh:  David l&Jra  . 
(hard-hitting  rtght-hsnd  Mt). 

NWT  20-1,  BAH  12-1,  SL  14- 
1. 

r ^ 1 

Nottinghamshire 

gasgissr^MH. 

q-f;  SL.  11th- 
Wteden  table:  17th. 

Captain:  Paul  Johnson. 

'*  TIM  ROBINSON  vied  vnfo  Allan 
Border  for  the  Captain  Grumpy 
_ title  long  before 

came  along.  Now  foat  ne  nas 

handed  foe  captaincy  over  to 

‘ Paul  Johnson  there  should  be  a 

. few  more  9^^ 

C Bridge  — and  Chris  Lewis,  who 
is  enough  to  make  any  captarn 
1-  lose  hte  sense  of  humour  (end 
who  failed  to  make  a first-class 
iset  MiMonl.  has 


young  fast  bowler  who  can  bat. 
Somerset's  best  fast  bowler 

Andrew  Caddick  has  more  Injury 
problems  — th»  time  with  hte 
back — and  win  not  play  against 
Middlesex  at  Lord’s  today. 

Even  without  their  best 
bowlers  the  side's  batsmen 
should  be  able  to  setae  success 
in  foe  one-day  compat^re  — 
but  both  openers,  Mark  Lath  wen 
and  Marcus  Trescothlck,  were 

dropped  at  times  last  season. 
Arrival*  IE  Bishop.  S Lee,  KJ 

Shine  (from  Middlesex).  

Departures:  Mushtaq  Ahmed. 

Overran*  ptey*"  Sh”ne  lee 

BonLficlavy:  Richard  Harden. 
On*  to  watch:  Ian  Bishop  (not 
that  one,  but  he  does  bowl  fast). 
OddK  Championship  28-1, 
NWT  16-1 , B&H  33-1 . SL  50-1 . 

Rating:**  


Surrey 

CtumiplonsMp:  1 2, 7,6. 

SStSpranTNWT.  R2; B&H. 
group;  SL,  9th. 

Wteden  tabte:  2nd. 

Captain:  Alec  Stewart 
THERE  was  a lesson  for  English 
cricket  in  foe  World  Cup.  West 
Indies  responded  to  a disap- 
pointing tournament  by  getting 
rid  of  thek  captain,  their  man- 
ager and  their  coach;  England 
set  up  a working  party. 

Surrey,  after  years  of  chronic  | 
under-achievement,  have  finally 
responded  by  appointing  a new 
chairman,  Mike  Soper,  a new 
chief  executive,  Paul  Sheldon, 
and  a new  coach,  Dave  Gilbert. 
The  captain,  "Gaffer"  Alec 
Stewart,  wHI  surely  be  foe  next 
casualty  unless  things  improve. 

The  rush  overseas  signing  ts 
the  Australian  left-arm  seamer 
BrerKtonJLrtlan  — perhaps  a 

gamble,  but  something  had  to  be 
done  when  the  South  African 
Brian  McMillan  pulled lout. 
Surrey's  potentially  brfDiant  bat- 
ting simply  has  to  Improve:  no 
one  finished  In  the  top  50  in  last 
season's  first-class  average®. 
Arrivals:  B C HoUtoake,  B P Ju- 
lian, C C Lewis  (from  Notts),  R M 
Pearson  (from  Essex), 
pyrtaira  M R Bain  bridge, 

C G Rackomann. 

Overseas  player:  Brandon  Ju- 
lian (AusV 

Boo officiary:  David  Ward. 

One  to  watch:  Alex^ Tudor 
OddotChamplorahip  20-1 . 

NWT  16-1,  B&H  9-1,  SL  14-1. 
(toting:  **-*  


Sussex 

Championship:  15.  B,  10. 
Limited  own:  NWT,  R2:  B&H, 


will  win  the  lot,  judging  by  foe 
ludicrously  short  odds  offered  by 

the  bookies  In  every  competi- 
tion. Last  season  Warwickshire 
added  two  trophies  to  foe  three 

they  won  in  1994,  and  certaWy 

no  one  would  bet  heavily  against 
more  success  tor  the  remarkable 
Dermot  Reeve  and  hte  side  this 
summer,  even  without  Allan 
Donald  and  Roger  Twose. 

Their  new  signing,  the  young 
South  African  Shaun  Pollock, 
has  much  to  live  up  to  after  Don- 
ald and  Brian  Lara — but  then  he 
does  have  something  of  a 

^ ickKnight  and  Dominic  Os- 
tler will  again  be  there  with  foe 
runsandum  Munton  with  foe 
wickets,  but  once  again  War- 
wickshire promise  to  add  up  to 

more  than  the  sum  of  thar  parts. 

Their  preparation  and  leadership 
set  the  standard  for  the  rest 
Arrivals:  M Edmond.  S McDon- 
ald, S M Pollock,  S Vestergaard, 
MAWagh.  ... 

Departures:  R P Davis,  Asif 
Din,  A A Donald,  R G Twose. 
Overseas  player?  Shaun  Pol- 
lock (SA). 

Beneficiary:  Demicrt  Reeve. 
One  to  watch:  Stephen 
McDonald. 

OddK  Championship  9-4,  NWI 
9-2,  B&H  5-1  ,SL 9-2. 

Bating:***** 


®*j5inson  is  also  likely  to  favour 
more  positive  cricket  aifooujyi 
apart  from  himself  angfo® 

Zealand  alHounder  Ch£Cafrr» 
his  options  here  am  Emlted.  Ash- 

lay  Metcalfe,  who  scored  more 

than  2.000  runs  for  Yorkshire  In 
1990,  <s  an  Werestingsigriang. 

The  spin  department  Is  strong, 
led  by  Jknmy  Hindson,  whohad 

59  champkrtship  wickets  last 

season. 

ArriwdK  M Bowen  CjrotT 1 North- 
ants),  A A Metcalfe  (from  York- 
shire). C M Tolley  (from  Worces- 
tershire), G E WetorL 

Departures:  C Banton,  M G 

Field- Buss,  B N French,  C C 
Lewis  (to  Surrey). 

Overseas  pteawn  Chris  Cairns 
(NT) 

Beneficiary:  Andy  Pick. 

One  to  wateh:  Noel  Gie. 
OddK  Championship:  25^1 , 
NWT  20-1.  B&H  16-1.  SL  20-1. 

Rating:** 


Somerset 
• OhnnefnnefdpB  9 /hi  .5. 
Lindtod  overs:  NWT,  R1 , B&H, 
s-fi  SL,  13th. 

Wteden  table-  13th. 

CaptMm  Andy  HayhursL 
SOMERSET  hove  shown  the 
capacity  to  surprise  in  recent 
seasons  but  It  wHI  be  nothing  - 

Short  of  a shock  If  they  emerge 
as  a power  tills  year.  Last  sea- 
son Mushtaq 

portent  to  them  that  he  bowled 
928  ctemptorwltip  were  in  tak- 
ing 92  wickets,  and  he  has  gone. 
Hte  replacement.  Shane  Lee 
from  New  South  Wales.  »a 


group;  SL,  10th. 

Wtedwi  table:  16th. 

Captain:  Alwi  Wefls. 

SUSSEX  have  a reputation  fw 
playing  attractive  cricket,  and 
the  new  coach  Desmond 
Haynes  has  nothing  against  that. 
But  the  players  will  discover ; ttat 

Haynes,  who  was  familiar  with  ] 

success  at  MWdleaaLhas  a 
quick  tamper  if  short-changed  in 
the  matter  of  commitment. 

Martin  Speight,  who  mtesed 
the  whole  of  last  season  be- 
cause  of  a virus,  is  fit  again  and 
should  give  a lift  to  the  under- 
achieving middle-order.  

Ian  Salisbury  can  be  a msten- 
wtnning  bowler  bul^lyw^  ** 

has  na»  to  play  with.  Vrabert 

Oakes  has  a difficult  lob  retrac- 
ing Franklyn  Stephenson  but 
there  are  plenty  of  pace  options 
with  Ed  Giddlns,  Jason  Lewwy 
and  Paul  Jarvis,  who  owes  the 
dub  a good  season. 

Arrival*:  V Drakes,  R Rao. 
Popraturras  EE  Hammings, 

J A North.  M T E Peirce.  C Remy. 
, DM  Smith.  FD  Stephenson. 

! Oe  ers eras  players  Vasbert 
Drakes  (WQ. 

Dtwwlli  toir  Alnn  WnHn 
, Nicky  Phllfips 

(off-spinneri-  ^ 

OddK  Championship  50-1. 
NWT  25-1 , B&H  20-1 , SL  25-1 . 

Rating:  ** 


Worcestershire 

Championship:  10,1^2- 
Limited  oranc  NWT,  R2;  B&H, 
srt,  SL,  3rd. 

Wteden  table:  Bfo. 

Captain:  Tom  Moody. 

A BfTS-and-pleces  side,  and 
now  foe  bits  and  pieces  are  be- 
ginning to  drop  off,  with  Neal 
Radford  and  Chris  Toltoy  de- 
parted from  foe  team  which  cfld 
well  to  finish  10th  last  season. 

The  middle-order  strength  of 
the  captain  Tom  Moody  and 
Graeme  Hick  will  always  make 
them  dangerous  in  one-day 
competition  but  their  bowling, 
even  led  by  foe  splendid  Phil 
Newport,  will  surely  struggle  in 
the  four-day  game.  Richard  Il- 
lingworth will  again  be  required 

to  bowl  a lot  of  overs  and  so  will 

Stuart  LampitL  AJamgir  Shertyar 
could  prove  to  be  a useful  sign- 
ing from  Leicestershire,  where 
hte  whippy  pace  surprised  a 
number  of  batsmen. 

Arrivals:  M Amjab,  A Sheriyar 
(from  Leicestershire). 
Departures:  T Edwards,  N V 
I Radford.  CM  Tolley. 

1 Overseas  player:  Tom  Moody 
(Australia). 

Beneficiary:  Steven  Rhodes. 
One  to  watch:  Paul  Thomas. 
OddK  Championship  1 1-1. 

NWT  10-1.  B&H  7-1.  SL6-1. 

Rating:**  


Yorkshire 

ChamplonsWp:  8, 1 3, 12- 
Limited  overs:  NWT,  s-f;  B&H, 
q-f;  SL,  12th. 

Wteden  table:  3rd. 

Captain:  David  Byas. 
YORKSHIRE  have  not  won  the 
championship  since  1968  and 
since  then  have  won  just  three 
one-day  prizes.  The  new  captain 
David  Byes,  however,  will  be 
happy  to  build  on  a solid  season 
last  year  when  the  dub  disap- 
pointed badly  only  in  the  Sunday 


Warwickshire 

Championship:  1,1, 16. 
Limited  oners:  NWT,  winners; 
B&H.  group:  SL.  2nd. 

Wteden  table:  5th. 

CoptMn:  Dermot  Reeve. 

THE  champions  are  seeking  a 

title  hat-trlf*  this  summer  and 


The  White  Rose  has  mcxe 
than  a new  captain  going  for  it 
this  year.  Bob  Platt,  who  once 
opened  the  bowHng  with  Fred 
Trueman,  takes  over  from  Brian 
Close  as  cricket  chairman.  The 
Australian  Michael  Bevan  be- 
comes vice-captain  and  Moxon 
senior  professional-  The  most 
exciting  new  blood  is  coming 
through  from  the  club's  cele- 
brated youth  scheme. 

So  there  should  be  plenty  or 
runs  but  bowling,  especially 
spirt,  te  still  a worry. 

Arrivals:  G J Batty,  1 D Raher, 

M J Hoggard.  P M Hutchison, 

R J Sidebottom,  M J Wood. 
Departures:  A P Grayson,  S A 
Kellett,  A A Metcalfe.  S M 
Milbum. 

Overseas  ptayer:  Michael 
Bevan  (Australia). 

Beneficiary:  Peter  Hartley. 
One  to  match:  Paul  Hutchison. 
OddK  Championship  14-1. 
NWT  12-1,  B&H  12-1,  SL  18-1. 
Rating:  *** 


. -* 
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SEEDS  FALL  ON  BARREN  GROUND  IN  MONTE  CARLO  OPEN 


Time  to  stop  ' 
system  which 
beggars  belief 


Down  cast . . . Boris  Becker  wonders  where  it  all  went  wrong  against  Marcelo  Rios,  and  Andre  Agassi  waits  in  vain  for  inspiration  against.  Alberto  Costa  photogramsiuonelcironneau 


Feet  of  clay 
embarrass  Agassi 
and  Becker 


ANDRE  AGASSI  suffered 
the  unusual  experience  of 
being  booed  off  centre 
court  yesterday  as  the  top 
seeds  shrivelled  and  died  In 
Monaco. 

The  larger-than-life 
American  was  unable  to  ad- 
just to  the  clay  surface  in 
his  third-round  6-2,  6-1  de- 
feat by  Spain's  Alberto 
Costa  and  departed  in  only 


54  minutes  to  a cacophony 
of  jeers  and  whistles. 

He  was  not  alone  in  his 
embarrassment.  Boris 
Becker  paid  the  price  for  a 
lack  of  match  practice 
when  he  went  out  6-4,  6-3 
to  the  unheralded  Chilean 
Marcelo  Rios,  a defeat  that 
left  the  title-holder  Thomas 
Muster  as  the  only  top-10 
seed  in  the  draw. 


Agassi  blamed  time  spent 
battling  on  hard  courts  for 
his  problems  in  adapting  to ' 
the  slower  surface.  “It  is 
very  difficult,  very  diffi- 
cult,” he  said.  “Movement 
is  everything  and  if  you 
don't  move  as  veil  as  your 
opponent  then  |you  have  to 
play  great  shots.” 

On  Wednesday  bis  fellow 
American  seeds  Michael 


Chang  and  Jim  Courier  had 
also  crashed  out  to  day- 
court  specialists  from 
Spain,  as  indeed  did  Sergi 
Bruguera,  who  happens  to 
be  Spanish  himsuif. 

Muster  beat  Carlos 
Moya,  another  Spaniard, 
6-2,  7-6  to  reach  the  quar- 
ter-finals. “My  first  set  was 
the  best  I’ve  played  this 
season,”  said  the  Austrian. 


No  entry  for  Rotterdam  thugs 


Michael  Walker  and  Neil  Robinson  on 

Euro  ’96  security  measures  after  the  riot 


A MAJOR  tightening  of 
security  for  Euro  '96 
was  promised  yester- 
day in  response  to  the 
crowd  violence  that  marred 
Wednesday's  soccer  interna- 
tional between  Holland  and 
Germany  in  Rotterdam. 


It  was  the  worst  outbreak  of 
hooliganism,  at  an  interna- 
tional since  England  fans 
went  on  the  rampage  in  Dub- 
Lin  last  year,  and  organisers 
of  the  European  Champion- 
ship finals  said  that  those 
supporters  who  engaged  in 


MORSE 


running  battles  with  Dutch 
police  would  be  prevented 
from  travelling  to  Britain. 

The  bans  will  be  enforced 
by  the  German  and  Dutch  au- 
thorities although  the  Home 
Office  also  has  the  power  to 
issue  exclusion  orders  to  pre- 
vent known  trouble-makers 
arriving  in  Britain  for  the 
tournament  which  begins  on 
June  8. 

The  tournament  director 
Glen  Kirton  said  yesterday: 
“We  have  received  a ftill 
report  on  the  incident  from 
the  Dutch  FA  and  the  German 
FA.  They  have  assured  us 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  Ians  who  were  ar- 
rested from  attending  Euro  '96. 

•'Working  in  conjunction 
with  the  police,  we  will  con- 
tinue to  target  known  trouble- 
makers. We  do  not  intend  to 
let  a tiny  minority  of  hooli- 
gans spoil  the  enjoyment  of 
the  vast  majority  of  law-abid- 
ing supporters  who  will  be  at- 
tending Euro  '96." 

On  Wednesday  a hard  core 
of  1.400  fans,  believed  to  be 
attached  to  the  German  First 
Division  club  Fortuna  Co- 
logne, chanted  racist  slogans, 
wrecked  lavatories,  ripped 


out  pipes  and  seats  and  used 
metal  barriers  to  try  to  smash 
their  way  through  reinforced 
plastic  dividers  in  the  De 
Kuip  stadium. 

Seventy-one  supporters 
were  arrested  and  two  treated 
in  hospital  for  stab  wounds. 
Damage  to  the  Feyenoord  sta- 
dium was  estimated  at 
£15,000.  Police  said  that  rival 
supporters  also  fought  out- 
side the  ground  and  at  Rotter- 
dam Central  railway  station. 

As  the  clean-up  operation 
began  yesterday  the  stadium 
manager  Helmer  Riger  warned 
the  English  organisers  of 
Euro  '96:  ‘[I  hope  and  pray  the 
same  thing  won't  happen  in 
England,,’  otherwise  there 
could  be  serious  problems." 

Malcolm  George,  assistant 
chief  constable  of  Merseyside 
and  the  officer  in  charge  of 
policing  Euro  *96.  described 
the  violence  as  "sickening” 
and  ,‘tragic,,. 

He  was  speaking  at  yester- 
day's security  summit  at 
Church  House.  Westminster. 
The  private  meeting,  orga- 
nised byj  the  Home  Office, 
gave  police  officers  and  Foot- 
ball Association  representa- 
tives the  opportunity  to  brief 


senior  security  officers  from 
the  16  participating  countries 
on  how  the  e^ent  will  be 
policed.  j 

Det  Insp  Peter  Chapman, 
head  of  the  football  unit  at  the 
National  Criminal  Intelli- 
gence Service,  said  he  would 
be  discussing  the  violence  in 
Rotterdam  with  his  European 
counterparts  as1  a matter  of 
urgency.  “It’s  early  stages  but 
we  will  be  speaking  in  the 
next  few  days  to  German  and 
Dutch  colleagues  and  devis- 
ing a strategy,"  he  said. 

He  revealed  that  officers 
from  the  Metropolitan,  West 
Midlands  and  Greater  Man- 
chester forces,  who  will  police 
Dutch  and  Gentian  fans  dur- 
ing Euro  '96,  wejre  in  Rotter- 
dam to  observe  eyents. 

Holland  are  due  to  play 
their  first-round  matches  at 
villa  Park  in  [Birmingham 
and  at  Wembley.  Germany 
will  play  their  games  at  Old 
Trafford  in  Manchester. 

The  Dutch  and  German 
associations,  lilte  those  of  all 
the  countries  woo  have  quali- 
fied for  the  finals,  are  obliged 
by  Uefe  to  keep!  detailed  re- 
cords of  known  trouble-mak- 
ers and  liaise  with  their 
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respective  police  forces. 

All  of  those  arrested  in  Rot- 
terdam were  photographed  by 
the  police  and  the  photo- 
graphs will  be  added  to  the 
computer  data  base  of  black- 
listed tans. 

The  photographs  can  be 
transmitted  by  the  new  photo- 
phones installed  at  all  the  sta- 
diums hosting  Euro  '96 
matches,  one  of  the  chief  mea- 
sures taken  to  combat  poten- 
tial hooliganism  at  the  tour- 
nament Others  include  the 
use  of  "spotters"  — under- 
cover intelligence  police  — 
and  Uie  tact  that  all  tickets 
issued  by  the  FA  will  bear  the 
purchaser's  name. 


Paul  Weaver 


Beggars,  said  the 

man.  “should  be  abol- 
ished". adding  by  way 
of  explanation  that  “it 
annoys  one  to  give  to  them 
and  it  annoys  one  not  to  give  to 
them”. 

It  sounds  rather  like  our 
leader,  does  it  not.  Downing 
Street's  own  Mr  Bean.  But  no, 
those  words  were  uttered  by 
the  German  philosopher  Frie- 
drich Wilhelm  Nietzsche, 
whose  name  sounds  like  a 
sneeze,  which  is  about  all  any- 
one ever  got  out  of  him. 

Now,  it  is  well  known  that 
the  Germans  are  duffers  at 
cricket,  but  Herr  Nietzsche 
obviously  knew  a thing  or  two 
about  the  county  cricket  bene- 
ficiaries, those  flannelled  pau- 
pers from  the  age  of  feudal- 
ism. and  he  was  spot  on:  they 
should  be  abolished. 

Today  marks  the  beginning 
of  the  competitive  county 
cricket  season,  and  for  16  men 
it  will  be  the  toughest  summer 
they  have  known.  Phil  Bain- 
bridge,  Paul  Prichard,  Mat- 
thew Maynard,  Tony  Wright, 
Robin  Smith,  Chris  Penn, 

Mike  Watkinson,  Mike  Gat- 
ting.  Allan  Lamb,  Andy  Pick. 
Richard  Harden,  David  Ward, 
Alan  Wells,  Dermot  Reeve, 
Steven  Rhodes  and  Peter  Hart- 
ley all  have  benefits  or  testi- 
monials this  year.  The  season 
has  started  and  with  it  all  the 
familiar  sounds  of  cricket:  bat 
on  ball,  the  whispered  blan- 
dishments of  Mr  Charles  Col- 
vin, and  . . . pennies  falling 
into  begging  bowls. 

The  players  concerned,  who 
are  all  respected  pros  — other- 
wise they  would  not  have  been 
granted  this  perk  of  a lifetime 
deserve  every  penny  they 
get  What  they  do  not  deserve 
is  the  grovelling  and  humilia- 
tion that  goes  with  it 
Penn,  the  former  Kent  fast 
bowler,  was  on  his  way  to  a 
sponsored  curry  night  when  I 
spoke  with  him  yesterday 
afternoon.  "1  felt  ashamed  and 
humbled  the  other  day  when  I 
had  to  speak  to  100  men  from 
the  City,  most  of  whom  didn’t 
have  a clue  who  I was,  and  ask 
them  for  money.  The  benefit 
system  will  almost  certainly 
come  to  an  end  in  the  next  few 
years.  Until  it  does  it  is  a vital 
source  of  income  for  the . 
county  pro.  But  it  is  desper- 
ately unfair  on  those  who 
don't  get  one,  such  as  Simon 
Hinks,  who  played  county 
cricket  for  many  years." 


Benefits  date  Uii'k  to  the  y 
bud  old  days  of  the  amateur-- » 
professional  class  schism. 
when  Lhe  loyal  pro  was  gi  veiTti 
few  boh  to  keep  him  out  of  the 
workhouse.  They  continue,  nr 
these  days  of  sim  mill  ion  TV  'i 
contracts,  because  fht»>  are  1* 
norvd  by  the  Inland  Revenue^ 
Well,  not  ignored  exactly  - «£ 
fact  the  taxman  is  looking  at 
the  increasingly  large  sums  L 
with  an  avaricious  eye  - hut' 
at  least  nut  clobbered.  ,-\  hone-" 
fit.  after  all.  is  u neon  t meted,  r 
ex  gratia. 

Followers,  meanwhile,  a iv 
happy  to  reward  players  who.  ■ 
have  given  years  of  enjoy- 
ment. And  it  has  always  suited 
clubs  to  keep  their  underpaid 
staff  loyal  with  the  vague  pros- 
pect of  a benefit  season,  often . ■ 
unfulfilled.  This  usually  - ' 

comes  after  a bout  10  years  as  a 
capped  player  and  helps  clog 
up  the  county  game  with  tim»> 
servers. 

This  month  the  admirable  ... 
Cricketers'  Association  has  '* 
set  up  a pension  fund  which  in 
a generation  or  so  will  com-  •*; 
pensate  those  players  who 
have  not  enjoyed  a benefit. 
Graham  Gooch  will  not  be  in 
need.  Last  weekend  Essex- 
revealed  that  Gooch  received** 
£269,371,  in  addition  to  the  * 
£153.906  he  got  in  1983  — 
worth  about  £233.000  today. 
Mike  Carting’s  1988  benefit 
brought  him  £205.000.  or 
£276. 750  in  today’s  money  .In  . 
1985  Geoff  Boycott  earned 
£147.954  (224.890).  and  going 
back  to  1904  the  great  York- 
shire and  England  all-rounder 
George  Hirst  had  a benefit 
worth  a remarkable  £3,703. 
which  would  be  about  £175.000 
today,  although  benefits  did 
not  become  tax-free  until  1920. 


H 


APPILY,  there  are 
success  stories  about 
non-Test  players  such 
as  Lancashire's. lack 
Simmons,  who  in  1980  earned  a 
then  record  £128,000  (£276.480). 
and  Kent's  Norman  Graham, 
who  in  1977  received  £39,000 
(£132,210).  The  lucky  ones  play 
for  large,  successful  counties 
with  big  memberships.  But 
Paul  Johnson,  the  Notting- 
hamshire captain,  received 
only  £76.000  last  year  — less 
than  half  Gooch's  first  benefit. 
And  in  1992.  when  Derek  Prin- 
gle received  £127.000 1 £167.000) 
from  Essex,  the  Derbyshire 
captain  Kim  Barnett  had  only 
£33.000. 

Even  they  did  better  than 
Somerset's  Bertie  Buse.  wlui 
was  from  the  age  of  buckets, 
sheets  and  benefit  matches, 
not  Wembley  concerts  and 
Park  Lanedinners.  When  his 
benefit  match  was  over  In  a 
day  he  was  offered  another. 

‘No  thanks."  he  replied.  "I 
can't  afford  one.” 

Mr  Nietzsche  once  wrote  a 
book  called  The  Birth  of  Trag- 
edy, and  old  Bertie  would 
have  had  a chapter  to  himself. 
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Set  by  Gordius 


Nude  statues  shock  Atlanta 


A ME  RICANS  are  Eam- 
/ | iliar  with  cover-ups  in 
/I  public  life,  but  not  for 
many  years  have  they  seen 
one  to  match  a decision 
taken  yesterday  by  the  At- 
lanta Olympic  Games  orga- 
nising committee,  writes 
Jack  Masstirik. 

In  a move  worthy  of  the 
Victorians,  who  used  to 
drape  curtain  material  dis- 
creetly around  piano  legs, 
they  yesterday  ordered  two 

nude  statues  at  Los  Angeles 
Coliseum  to  be  covered  up 
for  the  start  of  the  Olympic 
torch  relay.  Unable  to  find 


fig-leaves  large  enough  for 
♦Hrt  essential  task,  officials 
are  frantically  trying  to 
find  some  other  way  of  con- 
cealing the  sexually  explic- 
it sections  of  the  sculptures 
from  prying  eyes. 

“It  is  ah  indecent  way  to 
start  the  torch  relay,”  said 
a member  of  the  Atlanta 
committbe,  all  of  whom 
feared  that  viewers  of 
tomorrow's  nationally  tele- 
vised ceremony  at  the  Coli- 
seum wo^ild  find  the  nudity 

offensive  j 

Colisenjm  officials  were 
shaken  too,  but  for  a differ- 


ent reason.  They  pointed 
out  that  the  statues,  erected 
for  the  1984  G^mes  in  Los 
Angeles,  were  anatomically 
correct  representations  of  a 
male  and  female  athlete, 
and  important  links  to  the 
stadium’s  Olymjpic  history. 

Atlanta  Games  officials 
led  by  their  chief  executive, 
Billy  Payne,  I are  in  Athens 
to  receive  the  Olympic 
flame,  which  will  be  flown 
to  Los  Angles  tomorrow 
and  transferred  by  helicop- 
ter to  the  Coliseum.  Last 
night  they  were  “not  avail- 
able for  comment”. 


o 


Bret  Easton  Ellis  (a  friend)  tells  Moore 
that  her  book  is  “the  most  shocking 
thing  I’ve  ever  read”.  Let's  say  it  loud: 
this  is  complete  nonsense. 

Elizabeth  Young 


R&i  :/^r? 


Across 


1 Drunk  on  brewer's  liquor, 
pofitidari  enters  excellent 
defence  (10,5) 

9 Lost  reptile  brought  back  by 
no  fellow  on  Lammas  Day  (9) 

10  Twentypesetaswfll  include  all 
sorts  (5) 

11  Symboflc  reflection  one  found 
inbed  (7) 

12  Glass  remains  undsdplined  (7) 

13  Bird  feared  by  Bjn>ac8pfcs?  (3) 

14  PubHctty  avoids  invoMno 
Diana’s  Initial...  (7) 

17  ...faflurefoanswerdta^eaf 
strong  emotional  irwoivernent 
P) 

19  Love?  Give  us  a ring  about  It 
— we’ve  no  feedings  (7) 

22  Ons  who  may  expect  some 
refusal  to  start  granting  easy 
entry  (7) 

24  Was  she  taken  from  Adam?  (3) 

25  With  17,  turning  us  Into 
byways.. .(7) 


26  -. -and  not  therein,  for  a 

change  (7) 

26  They  say  ife  light  to  lift  (5) 
29  Quango  to  consider  military 
equipment?  (5,4) 

36  West  wagged  finger  at 
a*ternativ«  entertainer  1 1 5) 

Down 


1 When  It’s  fixed  the  time  Is  at 

hand  (5,5,5) 

2 Insult  to  west  country  town's 
not  on  (5) 

3 First  mount  overtaken  by 
similar  one  near  Lewes  (7) 

4 Signs  of  power?  (7) 

80  axomp&qying  words  (5,2) 

6 Diana  merits  a break  (7) 

7 ^reatenln0chi!d  with  finality 

8 Gfe  as)*  ^ ^ bu8,n6ss  ,or 

15  a**ttedlnwln 
“wore  mating  can  (gj 


CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20,036 


16  A letter  from  2...  (3) 

18  ...but  first  a drink  (3) 

20  To  work  fast  is  beneath  the 
fashionable  rich  (7) 

21  Greeted  with  a bit  of  luck 
instead  for  a change  (7) 

22  Called  family  tn  to  establish 
pecking  order  (7) 

23  Unofficial  strike  after  leading 
fireman  holds  the  sheet  (7) 

27  Organ  featured  in  15  (5) 
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